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Baghdad declares victory as 
Kurdish allies gain ground 

JJ-S- sees developments in north Iraq as ‘positive'; 
KDP reportedly seeking to capture Sulaimaniyeh 
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Combined agency- 
dispatches 

IRAQ DECLARED victory 
Friday over the show of 
U.S. military force as its 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) ally said it 
seized seven villages from a 
rival Kunjish faction in the 
north. 



In Washington. U.S. 

«V 

Defence Secretary William 

w- y .• 

Perry* rebuffed appeals for 

•b>‘ • 

help from the Patriotic 

- . 

Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 

Vi. 4 ! * 

and reports that Iraqi units 

_ 

were backing the KDP. 

iiil' 

“The mechanised and 


armored forces of the Iraqi 


jf-sjie south. The artillery 
shelling of Chamchamal 
has stopped. Generally we 
see positive developments 
there in northern Iraq," said 
Mr. Perry. 

Asked whether Washing-' 
ton was satisfied with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s response to U .$. 
pressure, he said: "So far. 
so good.” 

The official AI Iraq news- 
paper paid tribute to “our 
victorious leader” Saddam, 
saying Washington had 
failed to understand Bagh- 
dad was “a match for you 
and could defeac yon in 
defending our beloved 
country' and sovereignty.” 

But Baghdad said it 
would continue to resist 
. U.S. warplanes flying over 
' .its territory and protested 
Turkey’s plan to set up a 
security zone in northern 
Iraq that Ankara wants to 
use to check its own Kur- 
dish rebels. 

The KDP said meanwhile 



An Iraqi man kisses a portrait of leader Saddam Hussein in 
Baghdad on Friday as a gesture of support (Reuter photo) 


that it seized seven villages 
in the strategic Degala 
region on the road to the 
PUK stronghold of 
Sulaimaniyeh. 

The Iraqi army, which is 
dug in behind KDP forces, 
did not take part in the 
fighting with the PLTK 
around Degala, 20 kilome- 
tres southeast of the main 
Iraqi Kurdistan city of 
Erbil. it said. 

Iraqi troops helped the 
KDP capture Erbil from the 
PUK last Saturday. 


The United States 
launched two days of mis- 
sile strikes on southern Iraq 
to punish Baghdad for its 
offensive into Kurdish safe 
havens and later said Iraq 
had begun a general retreat 
from the northern area. 

The KDP said the latest 
fighting left “150 people 
dead and dozens wounded" 
on the PUK side. 

A U.N. official said earli- 
er that KDP fighters 
advanced several kilome- 
tres towards Degala in 


fighting on Thursday, but 
without the active support 
of an Iraqi mechanised 
infantry regiment dug in 
behind them. 

U.N. officials said at least 
three PUK fighters were 
killed on Thursday. 

A PUK spokesman at 
Sul aimani yeh, Nazar 
Ghafour, said around 700 
KPD fighters backed by 
. 150 Iraqi tanks attacked 
PUK positions around 
dawn the next day in a bid 
to control the Degala area. 

The spokesman said 100 
PUK fighters were wound- 
ed in the clashes. . 

In a statement, the KDP 
"categorically denied’ 
PUK charges, that Iraqi 
troops were involved in the 
fighting” around Degala. 

Degala is on the road 
leading from Erbil to 
Sulaimaniyeh. the strong- 
hold of Jalal Talabani’s 
PUK in northern Iraq, 
which has been under the 
control of the two Kurdish 
groups since the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“We think Iraq is going to 
attack Sulaimaniyeh,” Mr. 
Talabani told AFP. “Con- 
trary to what is being said 
by the United Nations and 
the United States. Saddam 
Hussein is continuing his 
attacks.” 

French and American 
relief agencies in 
Sulaimaniyeh said, mean- 
while, that they were 
preparing to evacuate the 
city for fear of a potential 
attack. 

But Poul Dahl, a Danish 
army colonel responsible 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. and Britain abandon bid 
for U.N. condemnation of Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— In a major setback for 
the United States and 
Britain, the two countries 
Friday abandoned an 
attempt to secure u U.N. 
condemnation of an Iraqi 
incursion into a Kurdish 
zone, in the face of a Russ- 
ian veto threat. 

U.S. Ambassador 

Madeleine Albright 

announced after a closed- 
door Security Council 
% Meeting that the council 
had "ceased consultations'' 
on a draft resolution after 
lour days of fruitless nego- 
tiations on a text put for- 
ward by the British delega- 
tion. 

But she justified Wash- 
ington's unilateral decision 
to punish the Iraqis tor 
advancing into the northern 
Kurdish territories which 
have been under allied pro- 
tection since after the 1991 
Gulf w ar. 

“It just shows that some- 
times the council is not the 
most effective way to deal 
with this, the United States 
sent the strongest signal.” 
Ms. Albright said. 

Russia wanted the draft to 
criticise “the use of force” 
in Iraq which would also 
refer to retaliatory missile 
strikes ordered by Washing- 
jpn after Iraqi forces and 
meir Kurdish allied seized 
the northern city cl Erbil on 
Saturday. 

Bui * the Americans 
refused to budge, insisting 
that the resolution should 
only refer to Iraqi forces to 
ensure that they would keep 
out of the northern safe 


haven in future. 

Ms. Albright said that 
“consideration of a resolu- 
tion has ceased because the 
British have said that while 
their text remains on the 
table they have ceased con- 
sultation on it.” 

According to Western 
diplomats, the procedure of 
leaving the text open with- 
out a vote, which is 
extremely rare, effectively 
kills the resolution. 

“We consider that an 
unfortunate result because 
there was clearly broad 
support for a resolution 
which criticised the Iraqis 
for the actions they had 
taken ” Ms. Albright said. 

"We stand by what the 
United States did to deal 
with rhe problem in the 
northern govemorates, and 
it's just unfortunate that at 
this stage die council is not 
able to speak on the sub- 
ject,” she added. 

Ms. Albright cut short a 
tour of Latin .America on 
Tuesday to return to New 
York for the discussions on 
a U.N. reaction, but the 
draft resolution faced fierce 
resistance from three per- 
manent council members 
with veto power — China, 
France and Russia. 

The three countries, along 
with several non-permanent 
members. questioned 
Washington's use of a 1991 
resolution, which calls for 
an end to Iraqi repression of 
the Kurdish minority, to 
justify the missile strikes 
against Iraq. 

China, Russia and France 
also stressed that Iraqi 


forces were acting within 
their own territory — a 
sensitive issue for Russia 
with forces in the pro-inde- 
pendence republic of 
Chechenya. 

A Western diplomat said 
Friday that Russia, with a 
domestic audience in mind, 
wanted to show that 
Moscow ‘'won’t be pushed 
around by the United 
States.” 

Another diplomat said 
that Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein must be "rubbing 
his hands in glee” at the 
Russian veto threat which 
highlighted the split within 
the T 5-nation Security 
Council concerning Iraq. 

During the negotiations 
on the draft, the British 
were forced to drop the 
word "condemns” from the 
text, to substitute an expres- 
sion of “grave concern” 
after China, France and 
Russia argued that Iraq 
could nor be condemned for 
acting within its own bor- 
ders. 

Since the appointment of 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov in Janu- 
ary, Russia has adopted a 
more inflexible line at the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Primakov himself 
wariied on Wednesday ihai 
Russia was prepared to veto 
the draft. 

During negotiations on a 
resolution which imposed 
diplomatic sanctions on 
Sudan, Russia also threat- 
ened to veto the text. But in 
the vote on April 26. the 
Russian delegation finally 
abstained. 


Saudis 
‘advised’ 
U.S. to end 
Iraq strikes 

RIYADH ( AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia last week asked 
Washington to stop its mis- 
sile attacks on Iraq for fear 
they would bolster Arab 
support for Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, political 
and diplomatic sources 
said Friday. 

A Saudi official sent a 
message to .the U.S. 
administration “advising” 
it to stop the attacks fol- 
lowing the two strikes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, a 
Gulf Arab diplomat in 
Riyadh told AFP without 
identifying the official. 

The diplomat, who asked 
not to be named, said 
Riyadh believed the attacks 
“boosted the image of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
in the Arab World and 
made Iraq look like a vic- 
tim of the United Stares.” 
Washington ended up 
launching cruise missiles 
on Iraq from B-52 bombers 
based in the Pacific and 
from warships in the Gulf 
after Saudi Arabia was reti- 
cent about having the U.S. 
air force use its bases to 
launch the attacks. 

The Saudi news media 
did not even report the visit 
last Sunday by the chair- 
man of the U.S. joint 
chiefs-of-staff, General 
John Shalikashvili. 

Other diplomats in the 
Gulf said the U.S. attacks 

(Continued on page 7) 


King leaves 
for London 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein left 
for London on Friday on a 
visit to the United King- 
dom. The King was seen off 
at the airport by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an, who was sworn in 
as Regent before the 
King’s departure. Prince 
Zeid Ben Shaker, His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Tala! Ben Mohammad, the 
King’s private chamberlain 
Prince Ali Ben Nayef, 
Prune Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Upper 
House Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi, Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Stout, 
Royal Court Chief Awn 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hass an on Friday takes the oath as Regent in the 
presence of His Majesty King Hussein, who later left for London on a visit to the 
United Kingdom (Petra photo.) 


Khasawneh, the King’s ters. 

advisers. Cabinet mini s- and 


other senior military 
civil officials and 


British Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Hinchcliffe. 


Christopher 
holds talks 
in Germany 

BONN (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher held wide- 
ranging political, talks in 
Bonn Friday with Ger- 
many’s Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, a key European ally 
for Washington, in the 
shadow of the Iraq flare-up. 

But given that Mr. Kohl 
“supported the U.S. 
approach," “Iraq was hot 
discussed very much,” 
according to . a .. State 
Department official who 
requested anonymity. 

The meeting with Mr. 
Kohl came after Mr. 
Christopher failed in Paris 
Thursday to win French 
backing for the new U.S. 
drive against the govern- 
ment of Saddam Hussein. 

The State Department 
official said the two men 
discussed relations with 
Russia and President Boris 
Yeltsin's health in the light 
of a visit to see the Russian 
leader that the chancellor is 
making Saturday. 

The official said Mr. Kobl 
informed Mr. Christopher 
be intended to tell Mr. 
Yeltsin not to try to veto 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
enlargement to East Euro- 
pean countries like Poland, 
and not to seek to delay the 
prospect of the alliance’s 
eastward expansion. 

Germany is in the fore- 
front of allied efforts to 
convince Russia it has 
nothing to fear from the 
planned expansion of 
NATO and to associate 
Moscow permanently in a 
“strategic agreement” with 
the military alliance. 

Mr. Kohl, who is going to 
visit Mr. Yeltsin in the lat- 
ter’s holiday retreat near 
Moscow Saturday, met in 
Bonn Thursday with Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov who 
maintained Moscow’s 
objection to NATO expan- 
sion. The chancellor and 
the secretary of state also 
had a "speculative discus- 
sion” about the health of 
the Russian president, who 
announced Thursday he 
will have a heart operation 
later this month, the U.S. 
official said. 

Mr. Christopher arrived 
in Bonn late Thursday in 
the course of consultations 
with the leaders of Wash- 
ington’s principal Euro- 
pean allies Britain, France 
and Germany on a tour 
which was planned before 
the latest Iraq flare-up. 

In contrast to the French 
reticence and in keeping 
with . its trans-Atlantic 
stance, Bonn had already 
voiced support for the U.S. 
missile attacks, which For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
said were “appropriate and 
justified." 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians see ‘beginning of 
reconciliation 9 with Israeli right 


CAIRO (AFP) — The landmark meeting 
between Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat was the start of a reconciliation with 
Israel’s right-wing, a senior Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) official said 
Friday. 

Mahmoud Abbas said the prime minister 
had tried “to wipe out the negative impres- 
sions which have emerged over the last 
three months of his government's policies.” 
"Mr. Netanyahu insisted on his commit- 
ment to respecting the (autonomy) accords 
and said: ‘We will not tear them up. We 
want to live together on this land,”.’ Mr. 
Abbas told the Arabic newspaper Al Hay ax. 

Mr. Abbas, a key figure in negotiating the 
autonomy accords with Israel’s ousted 
Labour government, said the Arafat- 
Netanyahu meeting on Wednesday was 
“the start of a reconciliation with the other 
half of the Israeli people.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, leader of the right-wing 
Likud, narrowly defeated Labour Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, an architect of the 
whole Arab-Israeli peace process, in May 
elections. 

According to two polls published on Fri- 
day in Israel, more than 75 per cent of 
Israelis approve of the historic encounter 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu, 
who has often branded the Palestinian 
leader a terrorist. 

The Palestinian chief negotiator, Saeb 
Erekat, meanwhile told Al Hayat that his 
side refused to renegotiate Israel's partial 
withdrawal from the West Bank town of 
Hebron, already six months behind sched- 
ule. 

“There already is an agreement on 
Hebron. It will not be renegotiated, either 
in whole or in part,” insisted Mr. Erekat, 
who is local government minister in the 
Palestinian National Authority. 

“Implementation of the Hebron accord is 
our top priority.” he said. 


Mr. Erekat said Israeli-Palestinian talks 
starting on Monday would focus on deci- 
sions such as the locations of coordination 
centres and the field of operation of joint 
patrols in the city. 

Peres voices pessimism 

Mr. Peres said Friday he was not very 
optimistic about the future of the Middle 
East peace process as he was due to attend 
a conference with Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Peres, who after being defeated in 
May polls now heads the Israeli opposition 
Labour Party, _was attending an 
international economic seminar in the 
northern Italian town, Comobbio, on the 
shores of Lake Como organised by the Ital- 
ian foundation Studio Arabrosetti. 

“We have a lot of problems to overcome 
and I don’t believe in this government,” Mr. 
Peres told AFP, referring to the new Israeli 
right-wing leadership of Mr. Netanyahu. 

He said he was “not so sure" that Israeli 
troops would withdraw from the West Bank 
town of Hebron, in line with the autonomy 
accords struck between Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Arafat. 

“There is room for tactical changes,” he 
said, adding he would meet with the Pales- 
tinian leader during his Italian visiL 

Mr. Peres admitted that the meeting on 
Wednesday between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu was an "achievement for 
Arafat.” 

But he added: “I think there are great dif- 
ficulties" on the road to peace. 

Mr. Arafat arrived Thursday in Rome, 
where he met with Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi, President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro and Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini 
and also visited the Vatican. 

He was expected to take part early Satur- 
day in a private round-table focusing on the 
theme “Europe and the Mediterranean 
Basin." 


Most Israelis approve of 
Netanyahu- Arafat summit 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israelis overwhelmingly 
welcomed last week’s first 
summit between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, 
according to two opinion 
polls published Friday. 

Eighty-two per cent of the 
502 people surveyed by the 
Dahaf Institute said they 
considered Wednesday's 
first summit between the 
two men to be a “positive 
initiative” the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper said. 

According to a poll of 
603 people published by 
the newspaper Maariv, 77 
per cent of the Israeli popu- 
lation approved of the 
meeting while 19 per cent 
opposed it and four per cent 
had no opinion. 

The summit even met 
with approval from Israelis 
who voted for the right- 
wing Netanyahu in Israel's 
May elections, the newspa- 
pers said. 

Seventy-three per cent of 
the Netanyahu vorers 
polled by the Dahaf Insti- 
tute approved of the sum- 
mit, according to Yediot 


Aharonot, while 75 per cent 
of those polled by Maariv 
welcomed it. 

Yediot Aharonot said the 
Dahaf Institute poll had a 
margin of error of 3.5 per 
cent while Maariv said its 
survey contained a margin 
of error of 3.S per cent. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s meeting 
with Mr. Arafat has drawn 
strong condemnation for 
the far right-wing of 
Israel’s political spectrum, 
including such figures as 
Ariel Sharon, the infra- 
structure minister in the 
Netanyahu government. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy warned on Fri- 
day that the failure of the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians would spell “a 
return to hell.” 

‘The government has 
committed itself to recog- 
nising the autonomy 
accords and to pursue con- 
tacts with the Palestinian 
(National) Authority (PNA) 
because a halt of the peace 
process would mean a 
return to hell,” Mr. Levy 
said in a radio interview 
during an official visit to 
Dublin. 


“Respect for the peace 
process constitutes a test of 
the credibility of the gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Levy said. 

The foreign minister also 
told ministers in the Israeli 
government who disap- 
proved of Mr. Netanyahu's 
meeting with Mr. Arafat on 
Wednesday to resign. 

“Those who think that the 
meeting was a defeat or cat- 
astrophe only have to 
leave.” said Mr. Levy, a day 
after Mr. Netanyahu was 
attacked by two ministers, 
Benny Begin and Mr. 
Sharon for his meeting 
with Mr. Arafat. 

“There are no alternatives 
to negotiations with the 
Palestinian (National) 

Authority,” Mr. Levy 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who long 
refused to meet with Mr. 
Arafat and branded him a 
terrorist, finally shook 
hands with the Palestinian 
president on Wednesday 
under intense pressure to 
save the peace process, 
which has faltered under 
his right-wing government. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Saddam is seen 


emerging winner 
from confrontation 


BAGHDAD (AFP* — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
emerged a winner from his lat- 
est confrontation with Wash- 
ington. holding on to gains in 
Iraqi Kurdisran and widening 
a rift between the Gulf war 
attics, diplomats here say. 

The U.S. cruise missile 
attacks and Washington's 
decision to suspend the U.N. 
oil-lbr-food deal served inter- 
nally for President Saddam to 
bolster his warnings that the 
United States was out to 
destroy the whole Iraqi nation, 
they said. 

"The Iraqi government now 
has a foothold in the north," 
said an East European diplo- 
mat. even if its troops do 
retreat from the Kurdish “safe 
haven” patrolled by the 1991 
Gulf war allies who evicted 
Iraq from Kuwait. 

Iraqi troops seized the main 
Kurdish city of Erbil Saturday, 
handing it over to allies of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Partv 
(KDP). 

The operation sparked the 
U.S. attacks Tuesday and 
Wednesday in which Baghdad 
said six people died. 

"So long as the alliance lasts 
between Baghdad and 
Masoud Borzani. Baghdad 
will have a say" in north Iraq, 
the diplomat said, referring to 
the KDP chief locked in battle 
with Jala! Talabani of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Another diplomat, who like- 
wise declined to be named, 
said the U.S. attacks only won 
the support of Britain among 
the key allies. 

France kept a wide berth and 
Russia condemned operation 
“Desen Strike." 

“The fact that the unanimity 
between these countries was 


clearly broken is an achieve- 
ment for Iraq. It will now be 
more difficult for the United 
Stales to have its decisions 
passed in the U.N. Security 
Council " he said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton’s 
move to suspend implementa- 
tion of the oil-for-food deal, 
due to start this month, was a 
signal of Washington's failure 
to clinch an international con- 
sensus. the diplomat said. 

Under the deal signed in 
May. Baghdad is to resume 
limited oil exports to finance 
food and medicine imports, 
for the first time since the 
United Nations slapped a crip- 
pling embargo after Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“The U.S. decision affects 
all 20 million Iraqis without 
distinction. How con you con- 
vince them that only the 
regime is being largetted?" 
asked one diplomat, airing a 
view shared by several of his 
colleagues posted in Baghdad. 

Many Iraqis also saw the 
U.S. strikes os an election 
ploy by Mr. Clinton ahead of 
presidential polls on Nov. 5. 

Mr. Clinton himself on 
Wednesday hailed the U.S. 
military- offensive against Iraq 
as a success and said it had 
accomplished its mission of 
curbing Iraq's military might. 

His assessment came on the 
heels of wide public approval 
at a critical time. 

One poll showed 80 per cent 
of U.S. nationals supported 
Desen Strike and another 
found that 56 per cent would 
prefer to have Mr. Clinton in 
charge of the operation against 
53 per cent for presidential 
challenger Bob Dole. 


Israeli police brutality against 
Palestinians is rising - group 


< OCCUPIED ! JERUSALEM 
I API — Israeli police brutality is 
increasing against Palestinians 
found within Israel's borders 
illegally, a human rights organi- 
sation said Thursday. 

"The suspicion arises that an 
unwritten policy exists under 
which beatings, ill-treatment and 
degradation are used to deter 
Palestinians from entering Israel 
without permit." said the Betse- 
lem watchdog group in a state- 
ment. 

The group said the violence 
was related to efforts to enforce 
a closure imposed on the West 
Bank and Gaza some six months 
ago after bombings by militants 
in Israel. The measure keeps tens 
of thousands of Palestinians 
from jobs in Israel is is causing 
an ever-worsening economic 
crisis. 

Mice spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin dismissed the allega- 


tions of an unwritten policy to 
use violence. 

"Police actually have been 
instructed by the minister of 
public security to lessen vio- 
lence," Ms. Menuhin said. 

A detailed report released 
Tuesday presents testimony on 
eleven incidents in June and July 
in which Palestinians were 
allegedly abused by Israeli law 
enforcement officials. In one tes- 
timony. labourer Ishak Sabha 
said police broke his leg at a 
construction site where he had 
found work illegally. 

In another. 17-year-old 
Ibrahim Saiah told BeLselem that 
he was taken from his father's 
home in Jerusalem on June 23 
by security officers and beaten 
badly in the face, head and neck. 
Saiah. who said he lost his hear- 
ing in one ear. claimed one offi- 
cer promised to shoot him if he 
ever returned to Jerusalem. 


REGENT MEETS SENE- 
GALESE ENVOY: His 

Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Friday receives Sene- 
galese Chief of Protocols 
Bruto Ayata, who relayed 
to him Senegalese Presi- 
dent Abdo DiouFs greet- 
ings and appreciation for 
the Kingdom’s leadership 
and the keenness of Sene- 
gal to bolster bilateral ties 
with Jordan. The meeting 
centred on issues of con- 
cern to the Islamic World 
and the role that Jordan 
and Senegal could play in 
respect to those issues. 
Attending the meeting was 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and Michael 
Hamarneh, director of the 
office of the Crown Prince 
(Petra photo) 



Journalist reportedly wanted for 
questioning on lese majeste charge 


By a Jordan Times 
staff reporter 

AMMAN — Police are 
searching for at least one jour- 
nalist on charges of iese 
majeste. and three others are in 
detention on similar or related 
charges, according to reports 
in the local press. 

Police sources declined 
direct comment on the report. 
“We are indeed looking for 
some people for questioning in 
connections with violations of 
the law," that is all a police 
source would say. The source 
would not confirm reports that 
some of the wanted were 
already arrested and were 
being questioned. 

On Wednesday. Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told Parliament Five people 
were sought for investigation. 

According to a report in the 
Shihan weekly tabloid, police 
are looking for columnist. 
N^fd ( H W ,who. alopg with} 
fellow journalists Abdullah, 
Abu Rbumtrian and Malek 1 
Aihamneh and administrator 
Nameq A! Tal, could face lese 
majeste charges. 

Shihan said in its Tuesday 
issue that police had searched 
the offices of a proposed but 
unlicensed weekly called At 
Mithaq and confiscated docu- 
ments. The documents were 
believed to have been the 
foundation for the lese 
majeste charges. 

The report said Mr. Abu 
Reummon. Mr. Aihamneh and 
Mr. Tal were arrested but Mr. 
Hattar was still at large. 

Writing in Shihan from his 
hideout Mr. Hattar said police 
had visited his office as well as 
home searching for him. and 
had removed papers from his 
office, including published and 
unpublished articles. 

Mr, Hattar said he was will- 
ing to surrender to the authori- 
ties but would do so only if he 


was given “legal guarantees*' 
that he will not be “beaten" up 
in custody and that he would 
be given "a fair trial." 

According to Mr. Hattar. he 
faces lese majeste charges, but 
there was no independent con- 
firmation of this account. 

Repons said Mr. Hattar's 
lawyers were filing a case 
against the government for not 
granting him a licence for A1 
Mithaq. The ground for the 
case, said the reports, was that 
Mr. Hattar and his associates 
had filed an application for 
licence on July 11. but were 
not given any answer in the 
stipulated 30 days from the 
receipt of the application. 

Mr. Achomneh. a journalist 
working for Al Bilad weekly, 
was implicated along with Mr. 
Hattar, Mr. Abu Roumman and 
Mr. Tal because he was 
believed to have been involved 
in the issuance of facsimile 
messages related to the unrest 
in the southj, sja ^ 

face otherKaJeSi related -to! 
violations of the Press and 
Publications Law along with 
three of his colleagues and the 
publisher of the weekly. Dar 
Al Bilad for Press and Publica- 
tions. 

The chorees stemmed from 
published A I Bilad reports 
related to the unrest in the 
south after the reports were 
found to have been “mislead- 
ing and inaccuraie" and •‘insti- 
gating sedition." 

Mr. Aihamneh's colleagues, 
chief editor KhaJed Kasasbeh 
and reporters Taha Abu Reden 
and Rakan Saideh. were arrest- 
ed last month and released on 
bail after a few days. A special 
court dealing with violations 
of the Press and Publications 
Law is expected to try the four, 
along with the publishers of 
the weekly. Dar Al Bilad for 
Press and Publication. 

Sources confirmed that 


another journalists. Muwaffaq 
Mahaddin of Al Majd weekly, 
was also being sought, but the 
nature of charges against him 
were not immediately known. 

Also remained unknown on 
Friday was whether A I Ahali 
chief editor Osama Rantisi 
faced charges. 

Al Ahali is the mouthpiece 
of the Jordan Peoples Democ- 
ratic Party (JPDP). which was 
accused by officials of 
involvement in the unrest in 
the south. 

Authorities have already 
made the first step towards 
prosecuting Fuad Hussein, a 
journalist with the Al Aswaq 
daily and believed to be an 
influential figure in the pro- 
Iraq Jordan Arab Baathist 
Socialist Party, another group 
which has been accused by the 
government of having instigat- 
ed the riots in the south. 

Sources said the prosecution 
had already forwarded the case 
, .against SW Hussein . the 
.^Srate Secwi^-etouit; vflhgrejhe 
• is' expected 1 to be charged 'for 
“instigating sedition" — a 
charge that carries a sentence 
of three to 15 years. 

One hundred and forty-four 
people. 38 of them members of 
political parties or known 
political activists, are expected 
to be put on trial in connection 
with the unrest in the south. 
Seventeen are still being ques- 
tioned. 

During the riots in the south, 
protesters attacked govern- 
ment and private property, 
including the state-run Civil 
Consumers Corporation, min- 
istry departments and com- 
mercial banks, as well as gov- 
ernment and private vehicles. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has said that only those direct- 
ly involved in the rampage and 
destruction and those who 
incited the riots would be pros- 
ecuted. 


Taleban 
claim 
capture of 
key town 

ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
— The Taleban militia 
claimed Friday to have 
captured the strategically 
important eastern Afghan 
town of Azra after heavy 
fighting with Kabul gov- 
ernment forces. 

"Azra is in complete con- 
trol of Taleban" Taleban 
spokesman, Ahmad Jan 
was quoted by the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency as saying. 

Taleban forces now con- 
trol all of Azra district 
including its central -town 
of the same name. AIP 
quoted Mr. Jan as saying in 
the northwestern Pakistani 
town of Peshawar. 

There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the 
report. 

-••AIR said -the. government, 
remfrnteneins. > 
including tanks, to the area 
on Thursday night and on 
Friday from Kabul and the 
eastern town of Sarobi in 
an apparent move to block 
the TaJeban advance. 

A neutral administration 
in adjoining Nangarhar 
province also has sent 
forces to strengthen its 
positions on the provincial 
border to check any Tale- 
ban encroachment, it said. 

An Afghan government 
spokesman said in Kabul 
on Thursday that the TaJe- 
ban had launched a major 
assault on Azra in an appar- 
ent move to reach Sarobi, 
about 60 kilometres east of 
Kabul, and control the 
main eastern highway to 
Pakistan. 

Both sides used artillery 
and tanks in the battle. AIP 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian police officer dies of blast 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A Palestinian police officer died Friday of 
wounds he suffered at the end of August when a mine near an Israeli 
listening device exploded here. Palestinian hospital sources said. 
The body of Tawfik Yakji, 22. was brought Friday from an Israeli 
hospital to Shiffa hospital in Gaza, the sources said. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said Sunday that the Israeli secret service 
had connected the listening equipment near the place where an old 
Israeli mine exploded four days before in the Palestinian security 
forces' headquarters here. "We found Israeli listening devices near 
the place where the mine blew up and we are investigating," he 

said. Palestinian sources said the equipment was connected to the 
telephone line of a cubicle inside the headquarters. The building 
used to house Israeli military installations before the beginning of 
Palestinian autonomy in 1994. Four Palestinian police officers were 
wounded in the mine explosion, one of them seriously. 

Israeli acquitted of ‘spying for. Iran’ 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — An Israeli man who said he offered his services 
to Iranian intelligence in hopes of winning the respect of Israeli spy 
masters was acquitted of espionage Thursday. “The actions of the 
defendant were the result of a combination of stupidity and childish 
imagination together with a desire to make money." Israel Radio 
quoted from the ruling by the court. “There is no justification for 
prosecuting him for such grave crimes as espionage and aiding a 
hostile country." the court said. Instead, the judges convicted Herzl 
Rad. 32. of contacting a foreign agent and sentenced him to three 
years in prison. Rad told the court he desperately wanted to be hired 
"by Israel's intelligence service and hoped to prove his worthiness by 
establishing contact with Iranian intelligence, the radio said. Rad 
had been accused of appniaching Iranian agents in Istanbul Turkey, 
in March and going with them to Iran for training. Prosecutors said 
the Iranians asked Rad to carry out assignments in the United Slates 
and Israel in exchange for S 10.000. Rad was arrested in May and 
his closed-door trial began last August. Rad has protested his inno- 
cence to reporters and his attorney claimed Rad was kidnapped by 
the Iranians in Turkey. 

Suspected militants kill lawyer in Egypt 

CAIRO ( R ) — Suspected militants in southern Egypt on Thursday 
shot dead a lawyer they thought was a police informec security 
sources said on Friday. The gunmen, believed to be members of the 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah. shot As ham Nabih Tawfik, director of legal 
affairs in the town council, cut off his head and hid it, the sources 
said. The gunmen escaped into the fields around Om Algsour vil- 
lage, near the southern town of Mallawi. which has been a hotbed 
of militant violence. Gamaa members, seeking to overthrow the 
government and replace it by a strict Islamist state, have taigeoed 
security personnel, their civilian aides, tourists, Christians and 
informers in their four-year-old armed struggle. 

MEA stewards to strike on Sunday over pay demands 

BEIRUT (R) — Middle East Airlines (MEA) stewards will stages 
seven-hour strike on Sunday over pay demands, MEA stewards’ 
union said in a statement published on Friday. The statement said 
the union voted on the strike aftqr “the MEA management failed to 
keep its promises to meei salary demands by the company employ- 
ees. The Sunday strike will be confined to Beirut airport only as a 
first step," the statement published in Beirut newspapers sad. The 
strike, to be carried out between 7-OO.am. (0400 GMTh and -2,00 
p.mLiJ 100' GMT).— .will, delay niueiMEA scheduled flights, oatJf 
Beirut iriiluding flights to London; -Rome, Frankfurt and Paris^Hr 
union's demands include the adoption of a new pay scale for. the 
company's 330 stewards. 

Cyprus police at a loss in AIDS case 

NICOSIA (AFPi — Cypriot police have so for been powerless to 
act against a fisherman who is accused of knowingly infecting a 
British tourist with the AIDS virus, official sources said Friday. 
They said the man was still believed to be .“very sexually active, 
and other woman may also have been infected" with the killer dis- 
ease. “But we can't proceed against him without any statements by 
doctors to confirm he is HTV positive. It may be impossible for doc- 
tors to give such statements because of medical confidentiality" 
one source told AFP. The justice ministry said there were also legal 
complications over how to verily that the suspect transmitted AIDS 
with intent and prove that the woman contracted the disease from 
him. Although there is no specific legislation in Cyprus covering 
AIDS, there is a general law which states that a person knowingly 
spreading infectious diseases can be jailed for up to two years. 
A newspaper in British identified the woman as Janette Eliz- 
abeth Pink, a 44-year-old divorcee and mother of two chil- 
dren. She has been hospitalised in Essex, northeast of Lon- 
don. The divorcee has appealed to Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind to ask the Cyprus authorities to prosecute the 
fisherman from the popular holiday resort of Ayia Napa. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — Mnomin 

15:25 Pumpkin Patch 

15:45 Drama — Blue Heelers 

16:30 ....Cornaiy — Big Bmtxr Jak: 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Dev mu Moi 

17:30 ...Game show — Les Boris 
i Genies 

18:00 Serie — Police Des 
Polices 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Fjui Pas Rover 

2n no Tennis — U.S. Open 1996 
! i live) 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:50 Fajr 

06:09 (Sunrise i Puha 

12:34 Dhuhr 

16:08 *Asr 

18:59 Matrhreb 

20:18 ...Mu 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweilkh, Tel. 8 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicution 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. Nil 656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Anmindatinn 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
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771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A significant drop in lempera- 
lures and rise in humidity is 
expected under the effect of 3 
cold air mass affecting the King- 
dom. Skies will be portly cloudy 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas chnppv. 

Mirc/Mnx. temp, 

Amman 20/30 

Aqaha 25/39 

Deserts 18/34 

Jordan Valley 25/38 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 37. Aqaba 43 Humidity 
readings: Amman IS per cent, 
Aqaba 17 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
. AMMAN: 

Dr. Fayez Dabbas 759155 

Dr. Mazen Nbali _...8 30435 

Dc FakherBflbexsi 66341 2 

Dr. Adnan Zaghkxd 898140 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy' 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De Ahmad Qanu. 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Mazen Safkrini 985S32 

Khalifeb pharmacy 98541? 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....637111 
Civil Defence Department 

661M1 

GvD Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ... 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 HI. 
637777 

Fire Brigade >....617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police S9&390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints .60581.10 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - 787 III 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis :. 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television ...........773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 J 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalhli Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

.Akil eh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Uhiversity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.. 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

- 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashraffeh 


775 IM/26 

Army. Marka S9I6I1/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery — 865 199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

Govt 

Hospital 
.(09)98 132T 

Zarqa 

Natrona! 

Hospital 

rrwrqcvrtiirt 

Ibn Sinn Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al HJkarn Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic 

Hospital 

.(02)272275 


06:45 Dubai < add) i RJ ) 

07:45 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
Abu Dhabi<addnRJ> 

08:00 Damascus iRJ) 

30:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10i30 - New Delhi 

(RJ) 

10:30 Karachi Dubai (RJi 

10:45. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:30 Colombo (RJ) 

15:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

15:45 .New York. Amsterdam) RJ.) 

17:10 . Cairo (RJ) 

18:00 Abu Dhabi (add i(RJ) 

19:15 .London. Berlin iRJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

02:20 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 


(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 35 Beirut (RJ) 

09:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

33:00 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

32:00 Vienna IRJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12 JO Amscnim Chicago i RJi 

13:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 


06:40 — London (KJ) 

07:25 -..Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings fRW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 
Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 
Dep. Damscus 7 JO am. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
.’. (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(0S)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtoiined on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


04:10.. 


Other Flights 

03:00 


13:40 

14:00 


15:00 


19:35.... 
20:35 

Amsterdam (KL) 

20:50 

21:10 

....Damascus. Paris ( AF) 

21:15 


22:00 .... 


22:35 


■»V55 .... 



03:00 .... 


03J0 .... 


06 JO 

Tel Aviv iLY) 

Royal Wings (RW Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (QAIA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at 10:00 a.m.) 


13:30 

13:15 

13:15 

BnKidsLAmstaiiamiRJi 

14:05 .... 


15:10 


17:30 Brussels. Amsterdam (RJ) 

21:10 


21:20 


21:45 


22:20 


22:45 

23:00 

Dhahan (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 


Other Flights 

Athens (DA) 

Ronw(AZ) 

08: ** 5 Beirut (MEi 

M-30 Atu Dhabi. Bafoam (GF) 

15:30 Riyadh ($V) 

16:00 Vienna (OS) 

Kuwait (KL) 

Cairo (MS) 

Sanaa UY) 

23»S Paris, Damascus i AF) 

W:0 ° Amsterdam ( KL) 

Ronw(A2) 

04:30 ... An (alia (TK) 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


... .700/500 

Banana 

.600/600 

Banana (mu khammar) ..520/520 

Banana (imported i 850/600 

Carrot 160/90 

Cauliflower. 

.400/250 


.j.... 240/140 


......420/250 

Eggplant 

_ 220/150 

Fig 

..... 340/240 

Garlic 

_650/400 

Grapes_ 

400/250 

Lemon 

320/400 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah 

250/150 
45Q/300 
, _._1lfW0 

Onion (drv)._ 

15090 

Okra 

„_80Q/50Q 

Pea * 

Peach 

-580/400 

£50/600 

Pepper (hot) 

.....340/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

460/260 

VW200 

String Bean - 

Sweet melon 

850/600 

350/200 

Tomato 

J30/80 

Water melon 

200/140 
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Home News 


Bahraini minister ends visit 

Economic, cultural ties 
to be strengthened 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 7, 1996 


AMMAN f Petra 5 — 

Bahrain's Minister of Trade 
Ali Ai Saleb Friday left 
Jordan at the end of a three 
day visit during which he 
signed the minutes of talks 
with government officials 
and announced that Bahrain 
and Jordan will organist* a 
workshop soon to discuss 
ways to stimulate the role 
of the private sectors to 
promote bilateral ties. 

Mr. .Saleh made the 
announcement Thursday at 
a meeting with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan in 
which he reviewed the dis- 
cussions of the Jordanian- 
Bahraini committee co- 
chaired by himself and 
Minister of Industr/ and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the two countries should 
begin joint efforts to pro- 
mote economic and trade 
ties and work towards 
ensuring solidarity among 
the Arab countries in the 
face of the common chal- 
lenges. 

The Crown Prince called 
for interaction between the 
financial markets of the two 
countries, for cooperation 
in promoting investments 
and for the two sides to 
exchange expertise in bank- 
ing, education, universities 
and many other fields. 

Mr. Saleh, who earlier 
was received by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 


stressed that his country 
was seeking to raise the 
level of close cooperation 
with Jordan in all fields. 
He told Prince Hassan that 
his country was hoping to 
create an .Arab common 
market expressing hope 
that Jordan and Bahrain 
would take the first step to 
achieve that goal. 

At the audience with the 
King, attended by Crown 
Prince Hassan, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh and Mr. Abdul 
Ragheb, the Bahraini min- 
ister expressed his coun- 
try’s appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s support for its 
endeavours in all fields. 

The signed minutes 
included issues such as 
trade.industry. investments, 
financial markets, educa- 
tion and higher education, 
health, vocational training, 
and transport 

The joint committee 
called on the private sector 
in the two countries to ben- 
efit from the incentives 
offered them by the two 
sides and increase the vol- 
ume of trade, form joint 
companies, and promote 
their cooperation in the 
exchange of agricultural 
and manufactured products 

The two sides agreed to 
take measures aimed at 
facilitating the flow of 
goods between the two 


Minister denies report 
of governor’s resignation 


Amman (J.T.) — Minister of 
Interior Awad Khleifat has 
rejected accusations that he 
had forced any citizen to 
pledge allegiance to the 
regime and dismissed a press 
report that the resignation 
last month of the governor of 
Balqa was related to the 
accusations. 

In a letter he sent to the 
weekly Shihan newspaper, 
which carried the report last 
week, the minister said the 
information contained in the 
article was “completely false 
and fabricated” and asked 
that the paper reveal the 
identity of the source for the 
"distorted report, which aims 
at inciting hatred among the 
people." 

Shihan had reported that 
the governor resigned 


because he had rejected a 
request from the minister 
asking him to solicit cables 
from citizens pledging alle- 
giance (to the regime), after 
the Karak riots on Aug. 16. 

“My policy is based on the 
belief that allegiance cannot 
be forced or developed 
through threats. . .but can be 
built by following fair, just 
policies without favouritism 
and wilfulness,” Dr. Khleifat 
said. 

“I challenge anybody (or 
governor) to say that I asked 
him to do such a thing,” said 
the minister. 

After the riots, many citi- 
zens as well as official and 
private organisations in vari- 
ous parts of the Kingdom 
placed advertisements pledg- 
ing allegiance to the regime. 


Suspect apprehended 
in death of Karak girl 


By Ran a Husseini 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Karak police 
Friday announced that they 
have indicted a 37-year-old 
man in connection with the 
murder of his sister on 
Sept. I in the town of Ei. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times Friday 
evening that the suspect, 
whom he refused to identi- 
fy; confessed to killing his 
sister Rania Ibrahim Madi. 
16, claiming it as a crime 
of honour and then report- 
edly set his father's house 
ablaze to conceal the evi- 
dence. 

“The suspect told us that 
he killed his sister to 
cleanse the family s hon- 
our,” said the official who 
declined to further elabo- 
rate. 

Ms. Ibrahim's body was 
discovered after fire-fight- 
ers extinguished the blaze 
which w'as declared to have 
been deliberately ignited in 
her father’s home. 

.An autopsy performed on 
the woman’s body con- 
firmed that she w'as stran- 
gled by a wire. The autop- 
sy also revealed that 50 per 
cent of die woman s body 
W’as covered w-jth second- 
deeree bums. 

Ms. Ibrahim became the 
ninth woman killed in the 
Kingdom in an alleged 


crime of honour since the 
beginning of the year. 

Meanwhile, Amman 
police Friday apprehended 
three men who Thursday 
claiming they were police 
officers, tried to rape a 
woman at a farm near 
Madaba, according to offi- 
cial sources. 

The source said that the 
woman and her husband 
were lured to the farm by a 
fourth person, who con- 
vinced the couple of his 
intention to employ them at 
his farm. 

Upon reaching the farm, 
the source maintained, the 
couple were met by three 
men who claimed to be 
security officers and then 
attempted to rape the 
woman. 

“The couple begged the 
men no to t rape the- 
woman as she was sick, 
and promised to return the 
following day,” the source 
added. 

After being released, the 
couple headed to the near- 
est police station and filed 
a complaint, said the 
source. 

After intense investiga- 
tions, police apprehended 
five suspects, who, accord- 
ing to the sources, con- 
fessed. 


countries and removing 
customs barriers. They also 
agreed to organise trade 
fairs in either country. 

In the industrial field the 
rwo sides said they will 
encourage i he private sec- 
tor to launch joint indus- 
tries and agreed that a 
Bahraini industrial delega- 
tion should visit Jordan 
soon to try to benefit from 
the Jordanian experiment. 

In vocational training, the 
two sides agreed to organ- 
ise specialised training 
seminars and benefit from 
each other's facilities in 
vocational and technical 
training. 

In education, they revived 
a 1972 agreement by which 
Jordan will provide Bahrain 
with teachers and educa- 
tional supervisors at the 
schools, community col- 
leges and university levels. 

The two sides also agreed 
to promote their coopera- 
tion in matters related to 
pharmaceuticals, primary 
health care, nursing and 
medical services as well as 
medical t raini ng. 

They agreed to form a 
follow up committee to 
ensure the implementation 
of the agreements and 
agreed to hold the commit- 
tee's next meeting in Mana- 
ma at a date to be fixed 
through diplomatic chan- 
nels. 


Government denies plan for fuel price 
hike; calls rumour of such ‘unfounded’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has no intention of 
raising the prices of fuel or 
seeking alternate sources 
of crude and fuel oil and 
shifting its present source 
[which is] Iraq, officials 
have reaffirmed. 

“There is no intention to 
raise the price of any fuel,” 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

Hashem Dabbas told 
reporters last week. “Any 
report or suggestion that 
the government plans to 
raise fuel prices is com- 
pletely unfounded.” 

The last time the govern- 
ment raised fuel prices was 
in 19S9 in line with an 
International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) recommenda- 
tion based on a finding that 
fuel prices in Jordan were 
unrealistic. That move 
sparked riots in the south, 
but the government did not 
lower the prices. 

Independent sources said 
there was no stipulation in 
the ongoing IMF pro- 
gramme for any raise in 
the fuel prices except a 
“re-accounting” of the 
actual cost of oil consumed 
in Jordan to reflect on the 
Kingdom's fiscal budget. 

‘Those changes are only 
in the budgetary account- 
ing practices and do not 
have any bearing whatso- 
ever on fuel prices as far as 


consumers are concerned,” 
said an independent 
source. 

Jordan imports all of its 
crude and fuel oil from 
Iraq — about 50,000 bar- 
rels of crude and 

20,000/25,000 barrels of 
ftiel oil (depending on the 
season) per day — under 
an exemption granted by 
the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee, which is oversee- 
ing the enforcement of 
international sanctions 
imposed on that country in 
1990. 

The Kingdom is getting 
the Iraqi oil on concession- 
ary terms. Amman has 
been “’buying’' the oil by 
supplying food and medi- 
cine to Iraq, but Baghdad 
has run up a debt of about 
$1.2 billion to the King- 
dom in unsettled payment 
for Jordanian exports to 
Iraq. 

Officials meanwhile 
affirmed that Jordan has no 
intention to seek alternate 
sources for its oil needs. 

“The present arrange- 
ment with Iraq suits Jor- 
dan’s requirements, and 
the government finds no 
reason whatsoever to 
change it,” said a senior 
official. 

Jordan was forced to 
import oil from Syria and 
Yemen for a short period in 
early 1991, when Iraqi oil 
installations were dam- 
aged by allied bombings 
during the war over 


Kuwait. The difficulties 
encountered in transport- 
ing Syrian and Yemeni oil 
to Jordan and the require- 
ment of cash payments for 
the imports proved that 
Jordan’s best source of oil 
was indeed Iraq. 

Saudi Arabia dosed an 
oil pipeline to Jordan in 
September 1990 and has 
not since re-opened it . 

Even if the Saudis were 
to reopen the pipeline 
today, they would demand 
globally recognised mar- 
ket prices and cash pay- 
ment for the oil. according 
to observers. 

Mr. Dabbas, minister of 
energy and mineral 
resources, also said last 
week that the government 
was anxious to ensure that 
two foreign companies 
stan oil exploration work 
in Jordan as soon as possi- 
ble. 

The government has 
signed agreements with 
two companies but the 
accords are subject to par- 
liamentary approval. The 
deals were supposed to 
have been debated and 
approved by Parliament 
during its extraordinary 
session this s umm er. 

But the session was ter- 
minated on Aug. 1 6. before 
the issue was scheduled for 
debate, following unrest in 
the south protesting an 
increase in bread prices. 

“We are anxious to see 
the companies start explo- 


ration work in Jordan,” 
including parts of the Dead 
Sea, where an American 
firm has obtained a con- 
tract, Mr. Dabbas told a 
press conference. 

Interest has been mount- 
ing in Jordan over 
prospects of oil finds in the 
Dead Sea after Israel 
announced last month that 
one of its companies had 
found oil in the Israeli side 
of the Dead Sea and that 
crude oil had started flow- 
ing there at around 450 
barrels per day. 

With the termination of 


the extraordinary session, 
parliamentary approval of 
the Jordanian accords with 
the foreign oil companies 
could come only after the 
legislature is convened for 
the annual regular session 
in October or November. 

As such, said Mr. Dab- 
bas. the government may 
opt io “withdraw the bills 
sent to Parliament” and 
approve the agreements 
through temporary laws so 
that the companies could 
start work without delay. 


‘Indications of oil 
in Dead Sea Area’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashim Dabbas affirmed Thursday that there 
were positive indications of oil res* -ves in Jordan, espe- 
cially in the Dead Sea area. ig that the natural 
Resources Authority at the Mmimsiry of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources will soon conduct exploration activities in 
cooperation with two U. S. companies in the eastern areas 
of the Kingdom near the Jordan] an-Iraqi borders and at the 
Dead Sea. 

Dr. Dabbas Thursday spoke during a morning visit to the 
govemorate of Balqa where he inaugurated six electric 
transformer stations at a total cost of JD 500,(X)0.He said 
that the ministry has heretofore spent JD 27 million on 
rural electricity projects, utilising funds collected through 
allotted taxes for rural areas collected through the monthly 
electricity bill.The National Electric Power Company col- 
lects an additional one fils per kilowatt of electricity 
utilised, and deposits the sum in a special fund used to 
finance rural electric project. 
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Abbadi case gains momentum 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Within two 
weeks of the first 
anniversary of the crime, 
the Amman Criminal 
Court Thursday sen- 
tenced a 25-year-old man 
to death after he was 
found guilty of the pre- 
meditated murder of a 
man in Dabet Hanout 
near Ma'an. 

The court tribunal, 
comprised of Judges 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq, 
Mifleh Mobeiddin and 
Ismael Hmouz, found 
Ibrahim Odeh guilty of 
murdering Abdullah 
Bakhit, 25, on Sept. 15, 
1995. 

According to the prose- 
cutor's charge sheet, Mr. 
Odeh, who was declared 
to have plotted to kill Mr. 
Bakhit, lured the victim 
to a valley and shot him 
once in the head with a 
Lama pistol, then fled the 
scene. 

The victim’s deteriorat- 
ed body was discovered 
four months later by a 
shepherd in the valley of 
Dabet Hanout. The vic- 
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tim was reported missing 
by his family on Sept. 15, 
1995. 

Earlier reports indicat- 
ed that Mr. Odeh, who 
confessed to police after 
being apprehended on 
Jan. 16, 1996 on suspi- 
cion of killing Mr. 
Bakhit, had accidentally 
shot the victim. 

The suspect then told 
police that the reason he 
did not inform the author- 
ities is that he was afraid 
of vengeance. 

But on Thursday, the 
Criminal Court ruled out 
the possibility of an acci- 
dental shooting on the 
basis of a weapon's 
expert's testimony as 
well as contradictions 
surfacing in the defen- 
dant's various confes- 
sions. 

When interrogated by 
the authorities in January, 
the suspect said that he 
had no knowledge of the 
victim's whereabouts, the 
prosecution charged. 

But after being faced by 
evidence that he was the 
last person to be seen 
with the victim, he con- 


fessed to the shooting and 
claimed that he acciden- 
tally shot the victim, but 
that the safely catch of 
his pistol was locked in 
place. 

In his testimony in 
court, the weapon’s 
expert stated that it is not 
possible for a bullet to be 
fired from a Lama pistol 
if the safety catch is on, 
the court said. 

“The defendant’s con- 
tradictoiy testimonies led 
us to believe that he plot- 
ted to kill Mr. Bakhit,” 
Judge Tawfiq said. 

Thursday’s sentencing 
brings the number of peo- 
ple sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court to 17, 
including two women, 
since the beginning of 
1996. Seven people have 
already been put to death 
since January of this year. 
Last year, eight people 
were executed in the 
Kingdom. 

The verdict will auto- 
matically be reviewed by 
a higher court within 30 
days. 


•• By Rana Husseini' ^ . 

Special to tfifi^Jordffi Times ■ 

AMMAN — Interesting 
developments have sur- 
faced vis-a-vis three cases 
which have gripped the 
attention of the Jordanian 
public as of late. 

In the case of former 
deputy Ahmad Ouidi Abba- 
di, who is charged with 
undermining national unity. 
Judge Tawfiq Queisi post- 
poned the case indefinitely 
upon a request made by Mr. 
Abbadi’s attorney Ahmad 
MomanL 

Mr. Abbadi. a columnist, 
is also charged with incit- 
ing people to criminal acts 
and fuelling bigotry 
through his writings in the 
local weekly tabloid Shi- 
han. 

Last July, in responding 
to a parliament call urging 
authorities to take action 
against published articles 
which may be considered 
damaging to national unity. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
demonstrated his support 
by criticising some writers 
who, it was felt, attempted 
to undermine that unity. 

On Aug. S, the scheduled 
date for Mr. Abbadi to 
appear in court, some 400 
of his supporters stood in 
front of the courthouse 
downtown and shouted slo- 
gans in favour of his stance. 


fit tiaecase of* the former^ 
honorary council of Sri 
Lanka in Jordan Tawfiq 
Abu Khajii, who is stand- 
ing trial in a baby sale 
scam, involving Sri Lankan 
domestic help, the Criminal 
Court heard two more wit- 
nesses then postponed the 
case until Sept. 10 for the 
final cross-examination of 
two witnesses in the case. 

According to judicial 
sources the final two wit- 
nesses are currently abroad 
“and if they do not show up 
in court (for the) next ses- 
sion, the court will depend 
on their earlier testi- 
monies.” 

Formal charges pressed 
against Mr. Abu Khajii, a 
Jordanian businessman 
who served as Sri Lanka's 
honorary consul until he 
was fired by the Colombo 
government subsequent to 
his arrest, include: use of 
forged documents, issuance 
of false certificates, sale of 
babies (illegal under a 1929 
law againsl slavery), pos- 
session of unlicensed 
firearms, import of illegal 
wireless devices, abuses of 
trust and forgery of a gov- 
ernment seal. 

Also standing trial beside 
Mr. Abu Khajii, is a Sri 
Lankan citizen named 
Anourma G.L., who is 
accused of agreeing to sell 
her baby to adoptive par- 


. ent&fandEAE&d'ea Bustani, 
37. Mr. Abu Khajil's secre- 
tary, Who-'is being meacin 
absentia. 

Meanwhile, in another 
case, Amman Criminal 
Court Prosecutor General 
Zuhair Atiyar began the 
questioning of a 24-year- 
old man, Abdul Ruhman F,. 
suspected of the murder of 
a physician in Tlaa Al AJi in 
August, after the case was 
transferred by the Sweileh 
prosecutor-general, who 
was then handling the case. 

The victim, Iman Yassin, 
who worked for the Islamic 
Hospital in Amman, was in 
her flat in the Fardouse 
Housing Complex when 
her alleged assailant, who 
worked in building mainte- 
nance, sneaked into her 
apartment and attempted to 
sexually assault the 
woman. 

A struggle ensued in 
which the woman's head 
reportedly struck a radiator. 
According to forensics 
expert the blow caused her 
death. 

The man fell under suspi- 
cion by police when 
scratches to his neck and 
various wounds were spot- 
ted by the police as possi- 
bly resulting from some 
sort of altercation, accord- 
ing to official reports. 






EXHIBITIONS 


* Wrought-iron exhibition by Salim Bahdak at 


Kao Zaman (Tel. 736449), uotH Sept 15. 


* Works by Baton! AI Faldlri at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens. Street. (Tfel. 687598), until 
Sept H. 

* Summer *96” exhibiion at Darat AI Funum, 


JabalWdbdeh, until pet 8. 




ELBA HOUSE CO. LTD 

Manufacturer of Mercedes Buses in Jordan Congratulates 
the President and the People of Brazil 
on the occasion of 



Founder / Gen. Director - Usama M. Khoury 


4 World News 

Dole loses key advisers; 
polls show Clinton surge 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 7, 1996 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
publican candidate Bob 
Dole lost two top consul- 
tants Thursday in a new 
blow to his struggling cam- 
paign as new polls suggest- 
ed President Bill Clinton 
could be heading for an 
election rout. 

Don Sipple and Mike 
Murphy, the two men 
charged with creating Sen. 
Dole's crucial political ad- 
vertisements. quit in what 
appeared to be an internal 
power struggle with cam- 
paign manager Scon Reed. 

“A strategic decision was 
made to bring the ad group 
... more directly into the 
overall campaign structure 
under Scott Reed.” cam- 
paign spokesman Nelson 
Warfield said. 

Mr. Warfield tried to put 
the best face on the shake- 
up. describing it as a "move 
forward in the creative 
process.” But it suggested a 
campaign in some disarray, 
seemingly unable to close a 


yawning gap in the polls 
with Mr. Clinton. 

The Dole campaign was 
to begin airing soon a five- 
minute commercial crafted 
by Mr. Sipple to reintroduce 
the candidate to the Ame- 
rican people as a man of 
personal sacrifice. 

A new Reuters poll con- 
ducted by John Zogby 
Group International found 
Mr. Clinton leading by 15 
percentage points among 
likely voters after receiving 
a double boost, first from 
last week's Democratic con- 
vention and then from his 
decision to order air strikes 
against Iraq. 

A new CNN/USA To- 
dav/Gallup poll showed a 
similar gap with just two 
months to go to election day 
on Nov. 5. 

In the Reuters-Zogby poll. 
Mr. Clinton led Sen. Dole 
by 4S.2 to 33.3 per cent. 
Texas billionaire Ross Pe- 
rot. the candidate of his own 
Reform Party, had 5.9 per 


cent. 

Mr. Clinton now leads 
among every income group, 
every ethnic group, every 
age group and in every 
region of the country. He 
leads by 10 points among 
men and 19 points among 
women. He also leads on 10 
of 12 top campaign issues. 

“As the campaign official- 
ly starts, this is an impres- 
sive lead for Mr. Clinton, 
and given his remarkable 
dominance among most 
sub-groups, this has the po- 
tential for a rout similar to 
those in 1964, 1972 and 
1984.” pollster John Zogby 
said. 

President Lyndon Johnson 
swamped Republican Barry 
Goldwaterin 1964. winning 
more than 61 per cent of the 
popular vore. Presidents Ri- 
chard Nixon and Ronald 
Reagan each won 49 of the 
50 states in their election 
triumphs of 1972 and 1984. 

The Reuters-Zogby poll, 
conducted on Sept. 2-4. 



-.President Bill Clinton (left) greets the crowd during a campaign rally at Hillsborough 
-High School in Tampa. Mr. Clinton is making stops in four Flofjfla cities daring the 
'trip (Reuter photo) 


questioned 1,019 registered 
voters and had a margin of 
error of plus or minus 3.2 
percentase points. 

The “CNN/USA To- 
day/GaJlup poll of 7S0 like- 
ly voters showed Mr. Clin- 
ton leading Sen. Dole by 17 
points. 53 to 36 per cent, 
with Mr. Perot trailing on 
five per cent. 

The poll, with a margin of 
error of plus or minus four 
percentage points, showed 
Sen. Dole trailing only by 
one point among men but 
by 32 points among women. 

In more bad news for Sen. 
Dole, a new poll in the most 
populous state of California 
showed Mr. Clinton leading 
him by a huge 22 percent- 
age points, 55 to 33 per 
cenr. 

Mr. Clinton meanwhile 
campaigned in Florida, a 
state no Democratic presi- 
dential candidate has won 
since Jimmy Carter in 1976 
but where polls show he is 
slightly ahead of Sen. Dole. 

The president sounded 
familiar themes on educa- 
tion in his first speech in 
Tampa, including hooking 
school rooms up to the 
international web of com- 
puters on the Internet and a 
$10,000 tax break for col- 
lege tuition. 

“A big part of building a 
bridge to the 21st century is 
building a bridge big 
enough to give every single 
boy and girl in America a 
chance to live up to their 
God-given abilities." he 
told several hundred stu- 
dents at a high school. 

He was to head later to 
Broward County near Mia- 
mi to speak to senior citi- 
zens on health care and his 
support for a bill to bar 
health maintenance organi- 
sations from restricting 
what treatment -procedures 
doctors' may "discuss with 
patients. 


3 found guilty in U.S. 
plane bomb-plot trial 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Ramzi Yussef of Pakistan and two 
others charged with plotting to bomb U.S. commercial air- 
liners were found guilty in federal court here. 

The defendants, who face a maximum senience of life in 
prison, remained seated and showed no emotion as the ver- 
dicts were read. 

Judge Kevin Thomas Duffy set sentencing for Dec. 5. 
Mr. Yussef. Abdul Hakim Murad. 28. also of Pakistan and 
Wall Khan Amin Shah. 29. of Afghanistan were found 
guilty of plotting to place bombs aboard U.S. airliners on 
routes between California and Asia. 

Mr. Yussef was also found guilty for the bombing of a 
Philippine Airlines plane on a flight between Manila and 
Tokyo on Dec. II. 1994 in which a Japanese passencer was 
killed. 

Mr. Yussef s legal adviser Roy Kulcsar said his client, 
who defended himself in the trial, will appeal the verdict. 

The White House welcomed the conviction. 

"We are delighted to sec justice done by this jury.” said 
Michael McCunry. spokesman for President Bill Clinton. 

The verdict came shortly before an Airport Safety 
Commission set up in the wake of the TWA Flight 800 
crash urged the Federal government to spend more than 
5300 million on security measures. 

Mr. Yussef is further accused of being the mastermind 
behind the 1993 World Trade Centre bombing here and is 
to go on trial in that case later. 

Mr. Shah was also found guilty on one count of try ing to 
escape from prison. 

All three defendant' were found guilty on seven counts in 
connection with the plan to blow up airliners. 

During the trial that stoned on May 13. Mr. Yussef 
claimed he was framed by Philippine and Pakistani author- 
ities try ing to please the U.S. government. 

He insisted he was in the hands of the Pakistani Military 
Police between November 1^94 and February 1995 at the 
time prosecutors said the bombing scheme was hatched. 

He also claimed confessions he made to Federal Bureau 
ot Investigation agents were made only as part of a deal 
with the agents to protect his family in Pakistan. 

Mr. Shah's lawyer. David Greenfield, had aggressively- 
attacked the credibility of evidence supplied against his 
client by the Philippine National Police (PNP). 

Mr. Greenfield accused Philippine authorities of planting 
Mr. Shah's fingerprints on documents and tampering with 
Mr. Yussef's laptop computer, which contained key evi- 
dence linking Mr. Shah to the conspiracy. The computer 
was seized from Mr. Yussef’s Manila apartment. 

According to the indictment, heavily based on informa- 
tion front Philippine police, the plot to bomb the planes 
was discovered after a Jan. 6. 1995 fire in a Manila apart- 
ment. 

When officials raided the residence they said they dis- 
covered bomb- making materials, and seized the portable 
computer, which held detailed information on U.S. flights. 

In his closing arguments. Mr. Yussef claimed the 
Philippines "is a regime where law enforcement officers 
arc instructed to commit crimes." referring to a Philippine 
police officer who admitted having lied under orders from 
his superiors about the evidence found in the apartment. 

“I think the most damaging evidence was the computer,” 
said Mr. Kulcsar. adding that he was surprised by the fact 
the prosecution “made a big issue of the fact it was encod- 
ed.” 

Mr. Yussef was extradited from Pakistan in Feb. 1995. 
The next month. Mr. Mured was extradited from Pakistan, 
while Mr. Shah was extradited from Malaysia in 
December. 


H. Kong’s top judge quits 
to run for post- 1997 chief 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong’s chief justice 
resigned Friday after 
announcing his decision to 
run as the territory’s first 
chief executive after the 
handover to China in 1997. 

Chief Justice Sir Ti Liang 
Yang is to step down as 
Hong Kong’s top judge on 
Nov. 4. a government 
spokesman said. 

In a letter to Governor 
Chris Patten, Judge Yang 
said that following his deci- 
sion to accept nomination 
to the post of chief execu- 
tive of the Special Adminis- 
trative Region of Hong 
Kong — as the territory 
will be called after the han- 
dover — "constitutional 
propriety” required him to 
resign as chief justice. 

Mr. Patten accepted and 
respected Judge Yang's de- 
cision to resign wishing 
him well, a statement said." 

“Sir Ti Liang has given 
long and dedicated service 
to Hong Kong during his 40 
years of service with the 
judiciary'.” Mr. Patten said. 

“As the first local chief 
justice, he has led the judi- 
ciary through many chan- 
ges in recent years.” 

“The whole community is 
grateful for his record of 
public service. ( wish him 
and Lady Yang every happi- 
ness in the years to come.” 
said the governor. 

Noel Power will continue 
as acting chief justice. The 
three favourites to succeed 
Judge Yang are reportedly 
Appeals Court judges, Hen- 
ry Litton, Benjamin Liu and 
Charles Ching. 

Bom in Shanghai. Judge 
Yang. 67, became the first 
ethnic-Chine.sc chief justice 
of Hong Kong in more than 
150 years of British rule in 
1988. His contract expires 
in February nexr year. 

After Judge Yang an- 
nounced his decision to run 
for the post, he was urged 
by pro-democracy legisla- 
tors to resign immedfately 
in order to maintain judicial 
independence. 

Legislator Martin Lee. 
chairman of Hong Kong’s 
largest political parry, die 
Democratic Party, wel- 
comed Judge Yang's deci- 


sion to step down, but ex- 
pressed "regret” that he did 
not quit “immediately” af- 
ter Tuesday’s announce- 
ment. 

“It is important to give 
people the confidence that 
Hong Kong's judiciary is 
independent.” said Mr. Lee. 

Judge Yang's resignation 
was also noted with "reg- 
ret” by the judiciary which 
said in a statement that "his 
patience and fairness in the 
exercise of judicial office 
have been an example to us 
all.” 

“In his term as chief jus- 
tice. bis administrative and 
procedural reforms have set 
the judiciary upon a course 
which will place it in the 
forefront of common law 
jurisdictions as we proceed 
into the 21st century," the 
judiciary said in the state- 
ment. 

Judge Yang decided to run 
for the post, replacing pat- 
ten, over the weekend after 
veteran pro-China figure 
Xu Simin said he would 
nominate the top judge and 
that Judge Yang had agreed 
to stand for selection. 

Mr. Xu said in nominating 
Judge Yang in Beijing 
Tuesday: “He (Yang) 

knows the law. Hong Kong 
has to be ruled by law, not 
businessmen." Many were 
unhappy about the idea of a 
business person running 
Hong Kong, he added. 

Another potential candi- 
date. shipping magnate 
Tung Chee-Hwa who heads 
Hong Kong's giant Orient 
Overseas Container Line 
Ltd., has remained tight- 
lipped about whether he 
would run. 

Press reports suggested 
Mr. Tung's hesitation was 
due to objections from busi- 
ness tycoons close to Bei- 
jing. such as billionaire Li 
Ka-Shing. 

Mr. Tung, currently depu- 
ty director of the China- 
formed Preparatory Com- 
mittee handling the setting 
up of Hong Kong's post- 
1997 government, quit Mr. 
Patten’s advisory panel, the 
Executive Council, on June 
3 in a move widely seen as 
a prelude to a campaign to 
become chief executive. 



German Chancellor Helmut Kohl (right) gestures as U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher looks on prior to talks Friday. Mr. Christopher will explain the U.S. posi- 
tion on the missile attacks on Iraq and discuss Mr. Kohl's visit to Russia for talks with 
President Yeltsin (Reuter photo) 

Christopher sees Kohl before speech 


BONN (R.) — U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren Chris- 
topher met German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl Friday 
for talks likely to focus on 
the new shape of European 
security in the post-cold war 
era. 

The meeting came on the 
eve of Mr. Kohl's hastily- 
arranged trip to see Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin in Russia 
Saturday, a visit which has 
taken on added significance 
with the news that President 
Yeltsin is to undergo a heart 
operation this month. 

Mr. Christopher was like- 
ly to wait until after- the 
meeting with Mr. Kohl to 
add final touches to a major 
speech he was making later 
in the day setting out U.S. 
policy on European security 
and Russia's place in that 
framework. 

He was to deliver the 
speech in Stuttgart on the 
50th anniversary of an 
address in the city by then 
Secretary of State James 
Byrnes on reconstructing 
Europe after World War II. 

Mr. Bymes made dear 
then that the United States 
wanted to see vanquished 
Germany unified and rein- 
tegrated into Europe and 
able to help the continent's 
economic revival. 

“This is a time of similar 
importance as it was in 
1946.” Mr. Christopher told 
reporters travelling with 
him from Washington. 

“Then we had won the 
war but not won the peace. 
Now we are in a situation 


where we have prevailed in 
the cold war but we've not 
fully made the adjustment 
and adaptation to the 
peace." 

He said be intend to use 
his speech “to try to discuss 
overall European security 
issues... as (NATO) adapa- 
tion... enlargement... and the 
NATO/Russia relationship.” 

Mr. Christopher discussed 
security issues with British 
and French leaders in Lon- 
don and Paris Thursday and 
planned to cover similar 
topics in Bonn with Mr. 
Kohl, who met Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov Thursday. 

LLS. officials said the 
speech, which was still 
being drafted, might break 
new ground but key points 
were still being negotiated 
with Washington and 
European capitals. 

Mr. Christopher described 
the speech as the centre- 
piece of his five-day trip to 
Europe at a time when the 
United States and its allies 
are. about to take important 
decisions about the future of 
the Western alliance and its 
relationship with Russia 
and former Communist 
Bloc states. 

Bonn believes it has an 
important role in preparing 
that relationship, and Mr. 
Primakov told German Fo- 
reign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
Wednesday that Russia 
wanted to start a construc- 
tive dialogue with the West 
on Europe’s security frame- 
work. 


NATO foreign ministers 
will discuss this in Decem- 
ber and a NATO summit 
meeting is to follow in early 
1997. One decision to be 
made is which former War- 
saw Pact countries should 
become the first new post- 
cold war members of the 
alliance. 

Mr. Christopher’s tour so 
far has been dominated by 
the crisis over Iraq, precipi- 
tated when Iraqi troops ad- 
vanced to intervene in fight- 
ing in the Kurdish-con- 
trolled north and Washing- 
ton retaliated with air 
strikes against Iraqi military 
targets. 

He failed Thursday to win 
French support for a U.S. 
decision to extend a no-fly 
zone in Southern Iraq to cut 
down Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein's freedom of 
military movement. 

But the U.S. -led coalition 
that ousted Iraq from Ku- 
wait in 1991 was salvaged 
when Paris agreed to con- 
tinue working with the Uni- 
ted States and Britain to pat- 
rol the original, more res- 
tricted southern zone and 
another no-fly zone in the 
north. 

Mr. Kohl's government 
has strongly backed the 
U.S. Action. 

Mr. Christopher returns to 
London at the weekend for 
talks Sunday with Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Le- 
vy before flying home to 
Washington. 


Hashimoto says snap election 
hinges on Okinawa meeting 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told fellow coa- 
lition pony leaders Friday 
that any decision on a snap 
election would not be made 
until after he meets with the 
governor of Okinawa next 
week. 

His remarks came only- 
two days before Okinawa 
votes on the future of U.S. 
bases on the island and fol- 
lowed reports that he decid- 
ed to dissolve parliament 
over the next month for an 
early poll in either late 
October or early November. 

Mr. Hashimoto. who 
heads the conservative Li- 
beral Democratic Party 
(LDP), the biggest party in 
the coalition. initially 
played down the reports, ns 
did several ministers attend- 
ing Friday morning's regu- 
lar cabinet meeting. 

But by late morning, a 
hastily-arranged meeting 
had been called between 
Mr. Hashimoto and former 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama who heads the 
left-wing Social Democ- 
ratic Pam- (SDP) as well as 
New Party Sakigake leader 
Shoichi Ide. 

“I told Mr. Murayama and 
Mr. Ide that I don't have 
time to think about dissolv- 
ing parliament for a general 
election at a time when the 
Okinawa issue is entering a 
crucial phase." Jiji Press 
quoted Mr. Hashimoto as 
telling reporters at his offi- 
cial residence. "I told them 1 
needed their help." 

Mr. Murayama said Ha- 
shimoto “told us he is not 
thinking about a dissolution 
for the time being so as to 
tackle the issue of Okinawa. 

“We were asked for coop- 


eration and we promised it.” 
the SDP leader said. "Ge- 
nerally speaking, parlia- 
ment should be dissolved 
after next year’s budget is 
compiled. But anything can 
happen in parliament and I 
have toid party members to 
prepare for any conti genev. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama. a senior 
LDP member and the gov- 
ernment's official spokes- 
man. made similar remarks. 

"The ruling parties are 
united in tackling the 
Okinawa issue. For the lime 
being, the dissolution of 
parliament is not in sight.” 
he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto told re- 
porters earlier Friday that he 
could “not decide anything” 
until after Tuesday's meet- 
ing with Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota. who has 
been refusing to sign docu- 
ments forcibly renewing 
land leases for U.S. bases. " 

Shusei Tanaka, the Eco- 
nomic Planning Agency 
chief and a senior member 
of Sakigake. the smallest 
party in the coalition, said 
Mr. Hashimoto dismissed 
the reports "with a strong 
tone” during the cabinet 
meeting. Finance Minister 
Watani Kubo. a senior SDP 
member, made similar 
remarks. 

The reports in the Yom- 
iuri. Asahi. Nihon Keizai 
and Sankei newspapers said 
Mr. Hashimoto was likely 
to convene an extraordinary 
session of parliament in late 
September or earlier Octo- 
ber and immediately dis- 
solve the lower house. 

The Asahi and the Nihon 
Keizai said the election date 
would be either Oct. 20 or 
27 while the Yomiuri sug- 


gested Oct. 27 or Nov. 1 0. 

Under the constitution, an 
election must be held within 
40 days of the lower house 
being dissolved. While the 
term for the lower house 
expires in July next year, 
speculation about an early 
election has been rife for 
months. 

Coalition sources told the 
Asahi that Mr. Hashimoto 
made the decision in view 
of growing calls within the 
LDP for an early poll. 

New Frontier Party leader 
Ichiro Ozawa and Japan 
Communist Parry Secretary 
General Kazuo Shii mean- 
while welcomed the reports 
of the early election. 

"We have been asserting 
that an early general elec- 
tion should be held to seek 
the judgement of the peo- 
ple.” Mr. Ozawa was quoted 
as telling reporters. 

Mr. Shii. whose party has 
been gaining ground in recent 
months, told a luncheon in 
Tokyo that the government 
"should convene an extraor- 
dinary parliament session in 
September and we should ask 
the people's judgement.” 

The opposition New Fron- 
tier Party was earlier hit by 
the news that Hajime Funa- 
da. a former cabinet minister, 
had oftered his resignation 
Friday. 

The up-and-coming oppo- 
sition member had been 
expected to form an alliance 
with Yukio Haioyama. who 
left Sakigake last week to set 
up a new party with his 
younger brother Kunio who 
is also from the New Frontier 
Party. But Mr. Funada said 
Friday he would run as an 
independent in the next elec- 
tion. 


Man kills himself 
because 2nd child 
was a daughter 

BELJING (AFP.) — A Chi- 
nese farmer from the east- 
ern province of Zhejiang 
has committed suicide be- 
cause his wife gave bird) to 
a second daughter and not 
the male heir he had 
craved. The Liberation 
Daily said Friday that 36- 
year-old Zhu killed himself 
last mouth by drinking 
agricultural pesticide after 
his wife of 10 years pro- 
duced a second daughter. 
China's strict population 
control policy mandates 
only one child per city- 
dwelling couple, while 
those in the countryside are 
normally permitted two. 
Although Beijing . has 
launched a number of cam- 
paigns to encourage Chi- 
nese people to give equal 
value to girls and boys 
there is still a strong prefer- 
ence for males, espwdaUy 
in the countryside. 

Belgium issues 
arrest warrant over 
freezer bodies 

BRUSSELS (R) — Bel- 
gium Thursday issued an 
international arrest warrant 
for a Lebanese man sus- 
pected of killing his wife 
and two other women and 
hiding their bodies in the 
freezer of his restaurant 
“An international arrest 
warrant has been asked for 
and received," a spokes- 
man for the Brussels prose- 
cutor told Reuters. The bo- 
dies of tbe women, who 
have not yet been formally 
identified, were found 
Tuesday by bailiffs coming 
to remove property from 
the restaurant, which 
closed suddenly last 
month. Belgian police 
named the man they were 
seeking as Ghassan Bou 
Ziab, aged 41, who was last 
seen by neighbours in the 
middle of last month. A 
spokesman said they were 
.also looking for Mr. Bou 
Ziab’s two children,- aged 
ten and six, and his brother. 
Police sources said the 
bodies were probably those 
of the two mens’ wives and 
a 70-year-old woman who 
lived in an appartment 
above the restaurant Hie 
Baalbek Restaurant where 
the bodies were found, lies 
in the heart of Brussels 
diplomatic district and was 
well known among the 
international community 
for its Lebanese cooking. 

Cook jailed for 
killing amorous 
boss 

HONG KONG <R) — A 
Chinese dimsum cook was 
jailed for life by a Hong 
Kong court for killing his 
boss and carving up her 
body after claiming she had 
become too amorous, a 
newspaper said Friday. The 
chef. Zeng Liang-Xin from 
mainland China, screamed 
for mercy as a judge sen- 
tenced him to life impris- 
onment Thursday, the 
South China Morning Post 
said. Mr. Zeng had told the 
court he accidently killed 
Wong Miu-Kuen, the 37- 
year-old manager of the 
restaurant in which he 
worked, after she offered 
him money for sex. Wong ^ 
died when her head bashed " 
a bunk bed after she was 
shoved to the floor, Mr. 
Zeng said. He admitted 
stealing the woman's jew- 
els as he backed off her 
head and chopped her up in 
an attempt to conceal her 
death. 

Man dies after 
being pushed over 
Hong Kong’s peak 

HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
72-year-old man fell to his 
death Tuesday after he and 
his wife were pushed over 
the side of Hong Kong’s 
Victoria Peak after being 
robbed, a police spokes- 
man said. TTie man was 
certified dead at a hospital 
while his 50-year-old wife 
was being treated of in- 
juries. The peak district is a j 
top-of-the market residen- 
tial area which in recent 
years has become a magnet 
for burglaries by illegal 
immigrants from China- 
Police said a search had 
been started but the identi- 
ties of the two attackers 
was not known. 
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'Russian security supremo Alexander Lebed (2nd left) Thursday, listens to a woman who’s son dissappeared in the 
Chechen conflict while on service at a Russian military base of Rhankala. Gen. Lebed and Chechen rebel Chief-of- 
Staff Aslan Maskhadov were meeting earlier to agree measures to build on the truce and a political deal aimed at 
ending the 20-mopth bloody conflict between Russia and its breakaway republic (Reuter photo) 


Strong 
quake hits 
southern 
Croatia 

ZAGREB (R) — A strong 
earthquake shook Croatia's 
Adriatic tourist coast 
V Thursday night, injuring 
one person and causing 
substantial damage, state 
radio and witnesses report- 
ed Friday. 

The tremor measuring 
6.0 on the Richter scale hit 
at 10:44 p.m. (2044 GMT) 
and its epicentre was bet- 
ween the southern Adriatic 
Tesort of Dubrovnik and 
*he tdw'n ; of- s ton to the , 
'hordT. ,, “ 1 ‘ ,,i ’^ •* ‘ ■*-*— ; 

“The oid "town of Sum ' 
collapsed like a castle 
made of cards." Eduard 
Cengija. head of Dubrov- 
nik police, said after ins- 
pecting the site, adding that 
a number of people had 
been evacuated from the 
area. 

"The earth is still shak- 
ing. People are afraid and 
in panic. Everybody is on 
the streets and they spent 
the night in their cars." he 
said. 

The radio reported a girl 
was seriously injured in the 
town of Slano but doctors 
at Dubrovnik Hospital said 
no one had been admitted 
so far. 

Croatian Television 
showed pictures of Ston, 
50 kilometres north of 
Dubrovnik, with buildings 
half-destroyed and people 
wrapped in woollen blan- 
kets walking around streets 
littered with rubble. 

It said almost 80 per cent 
of residential buildings in 
the town were destroyed by 
the tremor, which knocked 
out power and caused land- 
slides blocking the coastal 
road to Dubrovnik. 

No official assessment of 
the damage has been made 
yet. 

“We first heard a number 
of small tremors and then 
there was a big bang which 
started smashing everything 
around." a 5ton resident 
Ante Glumicic told the HRT. 

Ivica Sovic of the Zagreb 
Institute of Seismology told 
Reuters al least 13 after- 
shocks were recorded in the 
area up until 7a.m. <0500 
GMT) Friday. 

Croatian radio said the 
earthquake was also fell on 
the Dalmatian Islands of 
Brae and Hvar to the north 
and inland at Imotski and 
Sinj. 

Buildings were rocking 
back and 7onh in Makar- ska. 
a coastal town some 160 ki- 
lometres north of Dubrov- 
nik. 

The tremor could be felt 
hundreds of kilometres to 
the west in the Bosnian cap- 
ital Sarajevo. 

No damage was reported 
in Dubrovnik, a famous 
mediaeval town dubbed the 
pearl of the Adriatic. 

An employee of the Hotel 
Argentina in Dubrovnik s 
old town said frightened res- 
idents rushed out of build- 
ings and gathered on the 
street after the quake struck. 


Pope tells Hungarians to 
be patient in hard times 


BUDAPEST (R) — Pope 
John Paul said on arrival in 
Hungary Friday for a two- 
day visit that the people of 
Hungary needed patience 
during painful times after 
regaining their freedom 
from dictatorship. 

“The optimism linked to 
the historic fall of ideology 
has unfortunately been very 
short-lived, 1 * he told an 
audience at Hungary’s Feri- 
hegy Airport. “It has been 
replaced by a troublesome 
period of difficulty which in 
Hungary has marked and 
continues to mark the life of 
everyone." 

|’~The : 76-year-old Pontiff, 
speaking in both Hungarian 
and English, said the people 
of Hungary must not be dis- 
couraged. 

“After the tragic events of 
this century' which is com- 
ing to an end we should not 
be surprised if the rebirth 


and hoped-for development 
require time." he said. 

“The disastrous conse- 
quences of the long years of 
dictatorship can be over- 
come materially and spritu- 
ally only with patient and 
persevering commitment on 
the part of everyone, espe- 
cially the younger genera- 
tion.” 

The Pope spoke clearly 
from his podium on the air- 
port tarmac, concentrating 
intently on his Hungarian 
notes. 

Earlier he had looked in 
reasonable health * as * he 
walked steadily down the 
steps ^ of tfo- Alitalia-plane 
and was greeted under un- 
usually chilly grey skies by 
Hungarian President Arp ad 
Goncz. 

Two girls presented him 
with flowers in the Vatican 
colours of yellow and 
white. 


He did not kiss the 
ground, a regular feature of 
his trips, as he had already 
visited Hungary in 1991. 

The Pope, who hopes to 
lead the Roman Catholic 
Church into the third mil- 
lennium, was to attend a 
ceremony Friday to mark 
the 1.000th anniversary of a 
Benedictine Monastery at 
Pannonhalma in western 
Hungary. 

On Saturday he celebrates 
a huge outdoor mass in the 
nearby city of Gyor. on the 
River Danube, and meets 
Hungarian bishops before 

returning. ,.#> , feme., . 

evening. 

The trip, the Pope’s 73rd 
abroad, follows a fresh 
scare about his health in 
mid-August w’hcn he en- 
tered hospital briefly for a 
battery of sophisticated 
medical tests. 


Mother Teresa returns home 


CALCUTTA ( AFP) — Mo- 
ther Teresa sang for joy 
Friday after bullying doc- 
tors into allowing her home 
following her recovery 
from life-threatening heart 
problems, close associates 
said. 

The S6-year-old Nobel 
Peace laureate, said by doc- 
tors to have been 60 sec- 
onds away from death when 
her heart failed two weeks 
ago. sang a hymn as she 
was stretchered into her 
lodgings at the Missionaries 
of ~ Charity headquarters 
after leaving hospital. 

Sister Priscilla, one of 
Mother Teresa's closest as- 
sociates. said: "There is a 
great atmosphere of joy and 
rejoicing. Everybody is 
very happy. 

. "As mother entered she 
sang a hymn — ‘Jesus I 
love you with all my heart.’ 
she sang in a strong, clear 
voice. She blessed us and 
said ‘lam very happy to be 
back with you.* she was 
taken up ro her room and 
the doctors told us she had 
to rest for two more days." 

Doctor Sudipta Sen. one 
of a six -strong medical 
team who treated the Ro- 
man Catholic missionary at 
Woodlands Nursing Home, 
confirmed Mother Teresa’s 


heart had stopped beating 
on Aug. 21, 24 hours after 
she was admitted. 

“Her heart was irregular 
for between one-and-a-balf 
to two minutes. At a time 
like that, every second 
seems an hour and, looking 
back, she was a minute 
away from death." he said. 

“If this has happened out- 
side the hospital, or even 
outside the intensive care 
unit, I don’t think she .would 
have survived." 

Doctor Asbim Bardhan, 
Mother Teresa's personal 
physician, admitted the me- 
dical team had given in to 
her incessant demands to be 
discharged after she had 
also recovered from malaria 
and a chest infection. 

“We discharged mother 
on her own request. Initially 
we wanted to keep her until 
Saturday to make her a little 
stronger. She obviously had 
her own way,” he said. 

“Before leaving the hospi- 
tal she thanked all of us. 
blessed us and told us, 
'don’t worry, God will take 
care of me. I will follow 
your instructions.'" 

Mother Teresa, awarded 
the Nobel Prize in 1979 for 
her missionary work in the 
Calcutta slums, left Wood- 
lands at 5:20 a,m. (2350 


GMT). 

When she arrived 20 min- 
utes later at the order’s 
headquarters, in one of 
Calcutta’s busiest areas, she 
had to be taken by stretcher 
to her room because the 
lane was too narrow for the 
ambulance. 

Dr. Dinamani Baneijee, 
another of the Woodlands 
team, said: “Her pulse rate 
is now normal for her age, 
betweeen 72 and 80. It was 
more than 100 at the worst 
time but has been controlled 
with medicine. Her chest 
infection is completely 
cleared." 

He said there was still 
some lung infection, caused 
by pressure' from mother 
Teresa’s permanently 
stooped posture, but said it 
would not pose a problem, 
adding: “We have to be 
careful about reinfection of 
malaria or fever. She has to 


some 


more 


regam 
strength.” 

Mother Teresa founded 
the Missionaries of Charity 
order in 1950 to care for the 
destitute and dying of the 
city. The order now has 
4,000 sisters and 400 broth- 
ers as well as about 600 
hospitals and hospices in 
126 countries. 


9 die as hurricane Fran barrels 
into U.S. mid-Atlantic coast 


MYRTLE BEACH, South 
Carolina (AFP) — Hurri- 
cane Fran has lulled at least 
nine people since it 
slammed into rhe U.S. east 
coast, packing fierce winds 
and driving rain, officials 
said Friday. 

Seven of the deaths attrib- 
uted to the storm occurred 
in North Carolina, two in 
South Carolina. Cable 
News Network said. 

Fran, the sixth *stomi of 
the 1996 hurricane season, 
slammed into North Caro- 
lina's Cape Fear at around 


8:00 p.m. Thursday (0000 
GMT Friday), barrelling 
through Southport, then 
Wilmington, as it moved 
quickly northward. 

On landfall, maximum 
wind speed was clocked at 
185 kilometres (114 miles) 
per hour, but a few hours 
later, as Fran moved further 
inland it was downgraded to 
a tropical storm by Florida's 
National Hurricane Centre, 
with winds slowing to 100 
kilometres (65 miles) per- 
hour. 

Tom Din, a spokesman 


for North Carolina Emer- 
gency Management told 
CNN that the damage 
wrought by the hurricane 
was widespread, adding 
most of the seven deaths in 
the state were the result of 
stonu-related traffic acci- 
dents. 

The spokesman said the 
winds tore the roofs off a 
high school gymnasium that 
was being used as a tempo- 
rary shelter, and off a court 
house. 


Chechens commemorate 
‘independence’ and its cost 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechens marked the fifth 
anniversary of their fateful 
bid for independence Friday 
and mourned its terrible 
cost, while hoping that 
peace had finally come. 

The rebel president, Ze- 
limkhan Yandarbiyev, add- 
ressed about 5,000 people 
gathered in the central 
square of the capital Groz- 
ny. surrounded by acres of 
rubble and the skeletons of 
apartment buildings, saying 
“thanks to God we have 
managed to get peace." 

“We must not doubt that 
we have succeeded. We 
wanted peace for a long 
time and we .asked the 
whole world to stop the war, 
but no one helped us. ... But 
today, our hearts weep for 
those who have died,” he' 
said. 

He called for forgiveness 
in the wake of last week’s 
peace accord, which stop- 
ped the war and promised 
the Chechens a chance to 
decide on their indepen- 
dence bid in five years time. 

There are widespread 
fears that when Russians 
troops begin pulling out of 
the Muslim Caucasus re- 
public, Chechens who 
fought the Russians will 
turn on those who worked 
for Moscow. 

But Mr. Yandarbiyev 
urged restraint, saying “we 
must pardon those who 
shed blood in the nam e of 


the pro-Russian authorities. 
We must- firmly decide 
against vengeance, other- 
wise there will be no 
peace." 

The atmosphere was 
calm. Cattle were slaugh- 
tered in the traditional man- 
ner at remembrance cere- 
monies and there were cries 
of "God is Great." 

‘Today it is festive be- 
cause we have peace.*’ said 
Malika, a 40-year-old wo- 
man. “Of course people 
have lost relatives. My son 
was killed fighting and my 
husband was killed by 
bombs. But I console my-- 
self in seeiog what they died 
for." she said. 

Portraits of Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev, the Chechen presi- 
dent who declared his tiny 
republic independent in 
1991 and was reportedly 
killed in a Russian air raid 
earlier this year, dotted the 
crowd. 

Mr. Dudayev effectively 
took power in Chechenya 
on Sept. 6. 1991. ousting 
the Communist authorities. 
On Oct. 27. 1991. he was 
elected president, in a poll 
whose validity was disputed 
by the Russian authorities, 
and he declared unilateral 
independence several days 
later. 

The Russian army at- 
tacked in December 1994 
and Dudayev, a former So- 
viet Air Force general, be- 
came a legendary figure for 


his resistance and huge 
numbers of ordinary people 
refiise to believe that he has 
died. 

Most estimates say that 
30,000 to 40.000 people 
have died in the 20-month 
war, most of them civilians. 
However, the Russian peace 
envoy Alexander Lebed 
said that 70,000 to. 90,000 
had been killed, with three 
times that number injured. 

The accord, signed on 
Aug. 31, has been greeted 
with relief iD Chechenya 
and Gen. Lebed bas become 
a hero to a people exhausted 
by war. 

In Moscow however' both 
the plan and Gen. Lebed are 
under attack. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin cast further 
doubt on the accord Friday, 
saying that Chechenya 
could not be allowed inde- 
pendence. 

“We spent too long unit- 
ing Russia and did not unite 
so that later we would break 
it up into parts,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin was quoted 
as saying by ITAR-TASS 
on a visit to the Urals city of 
Orenburg. 

On Thursday, the premier 
said a peace accord ending 
the war and putting off any 
final decision on Chechen- 
ya’s political status until 
December 2001 was a “po- 
litical document. It does not 
of itself bear any juridical 
obligation." 


President Boris Yeltsin 
said Thursday chat he sup- 
ported Gen. Lebed's contro- 
versial peace mission, des- 
cribed by Communists and 
nationalists as a capitulation 
to the rebels, but said he 
opposed a quick withdrawal 
of Russian troops, the 
Chechens' biggest demand. 

"I support bis action, and I 
have backed the latest plan 
of action with the exception 
of one issue — the fast and 
prompt withdrawal of 
troops — I think we should 
not be in a hurry to do that. 
The rest I have backed and 
fully approved,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said in a television inter- 
view. 

It was the first direct com- 
ment Mr. Yeltsin had made 
on the plan, signed at the 
weekend by Gen. Lebed 
and Chechen rebel Chief- 
of-Staff Aslan Maskhadov. 

It provides for the with- 
drawal of most of the troops 
sent to Chechenya by Mr. 
Yeltsin in December 1994 
and for the establishment of 
Russian-rebel patrols to 
take the place of the troops 
and their separatist oppo- 
nents in the capital Grozny. 

Mr. Yeltsin did not make 
clear how long he wanted 
his forces to stay in the 
north Caucasus region, but 
the rebels are likely to react 
angrily to his announce- 
ment. 


Swede 
expelled 
from Russia 
was a spy 
— Swedish 


^ •»•*] i* 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
The Swede expelled from 
Russia in February after 
being arrested in Saint Pe- 
tersburg was on an assign- 
ment for the Swedish 
Military Secret Services, a 
Swedish official has con- 
firmed for the first time. 

A member of the parlia- 
mentary commission in 
charge of following secret 
service issues, Rolf Dahl- 
berg, said late Thursday he 
had been informed by 
Military Secret Services 
last winter that one of their 
“courriers” had been arres- 
ted in Saint Petersburg. 

Since the scandal was 
revealed in Russia Wed- 
nesday, Swedish authori- 
ties have refused to com- 
ment on the issue. 

Questioned in Hong 
Kong by the Swedish 
News Agency (TT), Mr. 
Dahlberg said he had 
received “brief’ informa- 
tion from the office for 
Special Information Ga- 
thering (KSI), the most 
secret section of the 
Military Secret Service. 

The arrested Swede, 32- 
year old Peter Nordstroem, 
whose picture has been 
published in Swedish 
newspapers, reiterated his 
version of the story to the 
press Friday, claiming he 
had been set up. 

He admitted giving mo- 
ney to a Russian on Feb. 
23 in a Saint Petersburg 
Museum, but insisted it 
was from friends who had 
asked him to help a sick 
relative. 

The Russian daily Neza- 
vissimaya Gazeta revealed 
Wednesday that Mr. Nord- 
stroem was arrested as he 
was handed photographs 
of military documents 
classified “secret" and “top 
secret". 

According to the paper, 
the Russian who . handed 
him the film hidden in a 
wooden Russian doll was 
also arrested. 

The Russian Secret 
Service, the FSB (formerly 
the KGB), has confirmed 
the information. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin smiles during an interview with Russian commercial 
television station NTV at his residence in Rus (95 kilometres north-west of Moscow). 
Mr. Yeltsin, speaking slowly, told television viewers he had agreed to undergo heart 
surgery, probably at the end of September in Moscow (Reuter photo) 

Yeltsin faces heart surgery 

MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin 
bas ended months of silence and rumours 
about the state of his health by announcing 
to Russians that he would undergo heart 
surgery, probably later this month. 

He gave no details in an interview broad- 
cast by all the main television networks 
Thursday about the nature of the operation, 
leaving the world guessing about the 
chances that he would be able to serve out 
his four-year second term. 

His broadcast prompted immediate spec- 
ulation about a succession battle. Some 
political analysts predicted that his chief of 
staff, Anatoly Chubais, would govern in his 
absence. 

Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
who would take power temporarily if Mr. 

Yeltsin were unable to rule, and security 
chief Alexander Lebed were also seen as 
possible rivals. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s main rival in the presidential 
election. Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov, called for a meeting between 
parliamentary faction leaders. 

Such a meeting could help avoid destabil- 
isation of the situation, Interfax News 
Agency quoted him as saying. 

Russian stock prices fell -sharply on news 
of the operation and investors sold 
European currencies for dollars on fears 
that any political upset in Moscow would 
spill westward. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, said: “I have undergone 
routine checks and during these checks 
they have found something wrong with my 
heart Recommendations of doctors, our 
doctors, were for an operation or to work in 
a passive way.’’ 

He spoke slowly, but with some of the 
sparkle he displayed in his reelection cam- 
paign, in the broadcast which followed two 
months of defensive statements by aides 
that he was absent from public view mere- 
ly because he was tired. 

* 

“Passive work has never suited me. Nor 
can it suit me now. Thar's why an operation 
and full recovery, as they promise, is better 
for me than passive activity, passive work," 
he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s broadcast came a step closer 
to dismantling the taboos surrounding the 
condition of Kremlin leaders. In Soviet 
days, nothing was revealed about the stale 


of the leader's health. 

When hardline Communist leader Leonid 
Brezhnev was in his decline, the Kremlin fal- 
sified pictures and staged events to hide his ill 
health. In the months before his successor 
Yuri Andropov died, officials said merely that 
he had a cold. 

The liberal newspaper Sevodnya called Mr. 
Yeltsin's frank but delayed disclosure “a fact 
unprecedented in our political history.” 

But Nezavisiraaya Gazeta also reflected on 
the equivocation of recent months: “This state 
secret hasn't been a secret for almost anyone 
for a long time," wrote the daily. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he would probably have the 
operation in late September in the Moscow 
Cardiological Centre. “1 do not want to go 
anywhere abroad," he said. “Our cardiologi- 
cal centre in Moscow is capable of perform- 
ing such heart operations.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, who dropped almost complete- 
ly from public view after defeating Mr. 
Zyuganov on July 3 to win a second term as 
president, looked tanned but tired in the 
broadcast. 

He suffered two mild heart attacks and is 
now said to be suffering from ischaemic heart 
condition, which affects the blood supply to 
the heart muscle. 

A Kremlin source told Reuters he expected 
that Mr. Yeltsin would undergo routine bypass 
surgery, in which veins from the leg or chest 
replace clogged cardiac arteries to improve 
blood supply to the heart. 

Dr. John Walwark. a top heart surgeon and 
director of transplant surgery at Papworth 
Hospital in Cambridge, England, told 
Britain's BBC Radio that the procedure was 
fairly routine. 

"We do about 30.000 of those operations in 
the U.K. and for his age and general fitness he 
should really have a very low risk of dying 
from the operation — maybe around two per 
cenL" Dr. Walwark said- 

Russian surgeon Mikhail Alshibaya told 
Ekho Moskvy radio restoring the heart's 
blood supply was a complicated procedure 
which had an average death rate of three to 
four per cent. 

“You can count the surgeons who do such 
operations in Russia on your fingers,” he said. 
But he added that they did “a huge number” 
of them with basically the same results as in 
the WesL 
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Story half told 


PRESIDENT WILLIAM Jefferson 
Clinton was wandering on the outer- 
most precincts of veracity when, trying 
to defend his ‘Teel good” attack on Iraq, 
when he said on Wednesday that 
President Saddam Hussein was “taught 
a lesson’’ for violating U.N. resolutions. 
Unfortunately, there are no such resolu- 
tions. The U.S., in this context, has been 
referring to Security Council Resolution 
6S8 to justify its attacks, secure in the 
calculation that not one person in ten 
thousand would check to see what 688 
actually says in paragraphs one and two 
in the operative section: 

“1. Condemns the repression of the 
Iraqi civil population in many parts of 
Iraq, including most recently in Kurdish 
populated areas, the consequences of 
which threaten international peace and 
security in the region; 

“2. Demands that Iraq, as a contribu- 
tion to removing the threat to interna- 
tional peace and security in the region, 
immediately end this repression and 
expresses the hope in the same context 
L.that an open dialogue will take place to 
ensure that the human and political 
rights of all Iraqi citizens are respect- 
ed;...” 

By what stretch of the imagination can 
the words “end this repression” be 
taken as mandating the use of scores of 
“cruise” missiles to hit targets in south- 
ern Iraq? They do not because they can- 
not And the U.S. has become very 
touchy on this issue because France is 
reminding the Security Council and the 
world that Washington has no basis in 
law for its actions and certainly no U.N. 
resolution to support it. 

Resolution 688 was passed on April 5, 
1991, and was adopted by ten votes to 
three (those against being Cuba, Yemen 
and Zimbabwe) with two abstentions 
(China and India). At the present time 
the Security Council cannot even meet 
because of unbridgeable gaps dividing 
the permanent members with the U.S. 
and U.K. facing Russia, China and 
France. What does this tell us about 
what happened in this part of the world 
last week? A lot, it seems, even though 
we are vet to hear the rest of the storv. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER FOR Al Ra'i dailv discussed the motives 
behind Washington's aggression on Iraq and the objec- 
tives of the United Slates in the Middle East. Sultan AJ 
H.uub sail! that by launching a strike against Iraq Bill 
Clinton "jnis to outbid the Republicans who. through 
their current presidential campaign, have expressed 
their desire to deal more severely with the Iraqi regime 
once they have won the election in November. By 
launching the missile attack on Iraq, the U.S. is try ing 
to intimidate Syria and to force it to accept the U.S.- 
Nraoh dictates, to pa\ c the ground For a strike against 
Iran, to send message to Turkey that it cannot make 
any rapprochement wjih either Iraq or Iran and to please 
Israel and the Zionist lobby in the United States as well 
as to consolidate America's hold on the Gulf states. The 
writer said the strike is essentially aimed at weakening 
Iraq and maintaining its isolation from the rest of the 
\rah World. 


A WRITER FOR Al Dustour demanded an emergency 
\rab summit meeting where the heads of Arab states 
would take a joint stand against America's aggression 
on Iraq. When Netanyahu came to power in Israel, he 
said, the Arabs convened a summit meeting to discuss 
what could be done, in the Face of Israels hardline 
stands; and in the light of the American aggression, the 
Arabs must hold a summit meeting, start a dialogue 
with the Iraqi leadership and concert efforts to deal with 
;hc danger that threatens ,j!l Arab states. If the Arabs 
turned against Iraq because of its invasion of Kuwait in 
19^1.1 and sided by the U.S.-led coalition to attack the 
Iraqi people, they have no excuse now if they fail to 
tally behind Iraq and protect its people from American 
aggression, said Bilal Tell. What we want to see, he 
said, is a quick pan-Arab response to a call on the Arab 
Nation by Hi.s Majesty King Hussein who has repeated- 
ly maintained that no ioreign power should be allowed 
to interfere in Iraq's internal affairs. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 
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The U.S. sets the rules of the game 


THE -AMERICAN missile strikes against Iraq last week as 
punishment for Saddam Hussein’s military movements in 
the north of his country were an open slap not only for the 
Arabs but also all others who do not kowtow to U.S. dic- 
tates around the world. The American action had no legal 
basis, whether in the context of any United Nations 
Security Council resolutions or international legitimacy. 
Washington was indeed trying to impress the world that it 
remains" the sole unchallenged superpower and anyone 
who dares question the self-assumed U.S. status stood to 
suffer the fate of Iraq and its people. 

On the one hand. American officials insist that the 
“autonomous" Kurdish territories are indeed an integral 
part of Iraq. but. on the other, they are "punishing" the cen- 
tral government in Baghdad for exercising its sovereign 
right" to handle the internal affairs of the country in what- 
ever manner it finds fit. 

It will be interesting to see any foreign power even criti- 
cising U.S. government actions against dissidents within 
the U.S.. incidents similar to the assault almost three years 
ago on the Waco base of a group which challenged 
American laws and way of life. For us in the Middle East, 
there is little difference between the assault on Waco by- 
American security forces and the moves by Baghdad in 
northern Iraq. Both are strictly internal affairs of the coun- 
tries and governments concerned and no external power 
should have any say in those issues. As such, the U.S. vio- 


lated international laws, challenged the norms of interna- 
tional behaviour and sought to bully itsallies to see things 
the American way with limited success. 

But it is highly unlikely that Washington told its allies 
that Saddam^Hussein was partly serving the American 
objectives in the region by throwing his weight behind one 
Kurdish faction against another in northern Iraq. As the 
developments in northern Iraq clearly showed, the power 
of the pro-Iranian Patriotic Union of Kurdistan CPUKl was 
literally halved when it got kicked out of Erbil by Lhe com- 
bined forces of the Kurdish Democratic Party and Lhe Iraqi 
military. 

It was no secret that the U.S. was alarmed over the grow- 
ing strength of the PUK in northern Iraq if only because of 
the heavy Iranian influence on PUK leader Jalal Talabani. 
As such, Saddam Hussein’s alliance with KDP leader 
Masood Barzani fitted in well with the American objective 
of diluting the Iranian influence in the north of Iraq. That 
accounts for the three days of silence that Washington 
maintained when the combined forces of the Saddam- 
Barzani alliance hammered PUK forces and chased them 
out of Erbil. 

When it was made abundantly clear that the PUK was 
beaten away from Erbil. the U.S. sprang into action with 
self-assumed indignation and “punished" Baghdad for its 
“incursions" into northern Iraq. 

When U.S. President Bill Clinton made the pronounce- 


ment on Wednesday that the American mission in Iraq was 
accomplished, he had in mind, no doubt, the achievement 
of the objectives in northern Iraq. 

Now one could expect more of American punishment for 
Iraq, particularly amid reports that KDP forces, with new 
armour and weapons supplied by the Iraqi army, are poised 
to attack Suleimaniyeh. where PUK forces have 
regrouped. It is a safe bet that further American strikes 
would be forthcoming on Iraq as its becomes clear that the 
KDP would capture Suleimaniyeh. The reason is very- 
apparent; While Washington was happy to see the PUK cut 
down to size, it will be vety upsetting for the U.S. to see 
pro-Bughdad elements emerging stronger than their pro- 
Iranian counterpans in northern Iraq. That is indeed part of 
the so-called dual-containment policy that Washington has 
been applying in the region after the Gulf war over Kuwait 
in 1991. The U.S. definitely likes a status quo -where nei- 
ther Iran nor Iraq emerges more powerful than in whatev- 
er conditions they are at present and it will seek to ensure 
that the game is played out under American rules. 

The pity for all of us here in the region is that we are 
aware of the hidden motivations of the U.S. but unable to 
do anything about it simply because of the imbalance in 
the geopolitical power among ourselves. Until such time, 
the Arabs could get their act together, we will have to con- 
tent with the role of being helpless bystanders. 


‘U.S. fails to rally support for its 
unjustifiable attack against Iraq’ 


THE LOCAL press tackled 
the U.S. aggression on Iraq 
and its repercussions as well 
as the Netanyahu- Arafat 
meeting and the Middle 
East question in addition to 
a host of domestic issues . 

The American attack on 
Iraq is unjustified by any 
standard since the Iraqi 
forces did not enter a for- 
eign country but carried out 
a limited operation within 
Iraq’s territory', said Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily. That is why 
the United States has failed 
to rally the support of its 
own allies for its missile 
attack and that is why the 
world community, especial- 
ly Arab states that joined the 
U.S.-led military coalition 
against Iraq in the 1991 war 
have generally expressed 
dismay over the American 
behaviour, said the paper. 
The Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries surrounding Iraq have 
repeatedly declared their 
keenness on safeguarding 
Iraq’s sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity and they 
have been expected to 
denounce the American 
action which, said the 
paper, is aimed at the Arab 
Nation at large. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said 
that the U.S. is adopting a 
double-standard • policy 
which is behind its current 
behaviour vis-a-vis the 
Arab World. While attack- 
ing Iraq for its movement of 
troops inside Iraqi territo- 
ries accusing Baghdad of 
committing an aggression, 
the U.S. is condoning 
Israel's continued aggres- 
sion on the Arab countries 
and its occupation of 
Syrian. Lebanese and 
Palestinian lands for the 
past three decades, said the 
columnist Tor Al Ra'i. The 
writer said instead of using 
its power to bring about 
peace to the world, the U.S. 
is following a policy of 
encouraging aggression ;md 
committing acts of aggres- 
sion against the Arab 
Nation. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
launched a scathing attack 
on the United States for its 
aggression on Iraq saying 
that Washington is not only 
encouraging Israel's aggres- 
sion on the Arab Nation but 
it is committing aggression 
itself against the Arab peo- 
ple in total disregard to 
international laws and prin- 
ciples. While the U.S. is 
imposing an embargo on 
one third of the .Arab coun- 
tries it is giving its Israeli 
ally a free hand" to commit 
atrocities in Palestine and 
Lebanon and helping the 
Jewish state to consolidate 
its hold on the occupied 
Arab lands, said Taher A I 
Adwan. The writer said that 
the U.S. has no glory being 
super power launching an 
aggression on a small Third 
World nation and its aggres- 
sion exposes its real race to 
the world. He said that the 
U.S. which has transformed 
the Arab World into a vast 
military base for its adven- 
tures is backed in its neo- 
colonialist policies by 
Britain, the old imperialist 
country which has no regard 
to the Third World or the 
rights of its peoples. 



A writer for Al Ra'i daily 
accused President Bill 
Clinton of trying to improve 
his image in the current 
U.S. presidential campaign 
by launching aggression on 
Iraq. Tawfiq Abui Rub said 
that encouraged by his nom- 
ination to the presidency by 
his Democratic Party Bill 
Clinton chose to launch yet 
one more act of aggression 
in order to show off the U.S. 
military, power on the one 
hand and to secure as. many . 
votes as possible for his’.re- 
e lection in November on the 
other. The writer compared 
Mr. Clinton's aggression on 
Iraq before the presidential 
election in the U.S. with 
Shimon Peres's aggression 
on Qana where more than 
100 civilians were killed and 
said that such brutal action 
against the Lebanese people 
did not help Peres to win the 
elections adding that the 
attack on Iraq could well 
cost Clinton the renewal of 
his mandate in the White 
House. 

“Why did not the United 
States interfere when 
Turkey launched an attack 
on the Kurds in northern 
Iraq but did attack Iraq with 
missiles for its intervention 
to stop the conflict among 
the Kurds on Iraq’s own ter- 
ritory T asked Raef Nijem, 
a writer for A I Dustour. The 
real reason behind Mr. 
Clinton's aggression on Iraq 
is to co\ er up for his failure 
to earn out reforms on the 
domestic front as was 
promised to the Americans 
upon his election four years 
ago said the writer. At the 
same time through this new 
aggression. Mr. Clinton 
wanted to show the 
Republican Party and its 
presidential nominee Bob 
Dole that the Democrats are 
capable of handling exter- 
nal affairs and ensuring 
America's world supremacy 
and so win the votes of the 
American people in die 
coming election, continued 
the writer. The U.S which 
chose the course of destruc- 
tion and crushing the poor 
nations of the world and pil- 
laging their wealth can not 
last long because, said the 
writer, these policies are 
against morals, mankind, 
freedoms and against all 
rules and principles .. 

Sultan Al Hattub, a writer 
for A! Ra'i. described the 
Netanyahu- Arafat meeting 
Thursday as one step in the 
right direction. The meeting 
followed Israel's realisation 
that the Palestinians still 
hold winning cards and that 
driving despair into the 
hearts of the Palestinian 
people and their leadership 
would not yield any fruitful 
results for the Likud-led 
government, said the writer. 
The Palestinians have 
proved that they are united 
in their struggle and in seek- 
ing their national objectives 
and they adopted a firm 
stand in the face of the 


Food for thought 


By Channa Lachs 


Netanyahu government, 
forcing it to come to the 
negotiating table to resume 
the peace process, added the 
writer. Israel, stressed the 
writer, has no alternative 
but to cany out the Oslo 
agreements on the rede- 
ployment of its troops in 
Hebron, open negotiations 
on the final settlement with 
the Palestinian leaders and 
comply with the require- 
ments of a lasting peace . 

.. _ AJohammad Subeihi, a 
water of Al Dustour, said 
that the latest crisis over 
subsidies resulted in the 
emergence of two political 
entities in Jordan: One that 
is absolutely backing the 
government’s actions and 
another that is totally con- 
demning its policies and 
describing such polices as 
sabotaging democracy and 
endangering the national 
interests. According to the 
writer, the first group con- 
stitutes a real danger 
because it aims to secure 
and protect its own selfish 
interests through hypocrisy- 
while the other represents 
people who see nothing 
good coming from the gov- 
ernment and therefore it 
constitutes a danger to 
democracy since it targets 
persons who assume gov- 
ernment posts and demands 
the downfall of the govern- 
ment. In the middle, said the 
writer, there is a small but 
ineffective group which 
tries to offer advice and 
advocate dialogue with the 
government. But. he said, 
one thing is clear and that is 
the downfall of the govern- 
ment can by no means end 
the deficit in the budget tak- 
ing into consideration that 
the present government did 
not introduce the economic 
reform programme which 
followed the 19S9 riots. 

Tackling the problems of 
poverty and unemployment 
in Jordan. Fahd Al Fanek. a 
writer for Al Ra'i. said that 
these problems face most of 
the developing nations and 
create many headaches to 
their governments and the 
decision makers and plan- 
ners. But he said the major- 
ity of researchers and econ- 
omists believe that handling 
these two issues requires the 
introduction of an integral- , 
ed package of measures 
which could be painful at 
first but vert' effective in the 
end. It has been proved that 
poverty is a direct result of 
the excessive population 
growth, lack of family plan- 
ning rules, poor invest- 
ments. decline in foreign 
aid. recession, poor public 
administration and the non- 
involvement of women in 
socio-economic activities, 
according to the writer. It is 
futile for the government to 
try to handle one aspect at a 
time, said the writer, who 
stressed that only a package 
of integrated measures can 
achieve successful results. 


NO. WE DON’T see pictures 
on the news of hungiy chil- 
dren. We don’t hear radio 
reports from the cities, villages 
and camps. We don't hear that 
Abie Nathan has opened a 
bank account and is collecting 
money. Bur the fact that we 
don't hear about it doesn't 
mean there is nothing to tell. 
Sadly, maybe we need 
Arafat's threatening posturing 
to make us sit up and look. 

Tens of thousands of fami- 
lies in the West Bank and Gaza 
have been surviving for the 
last six months on no income 
whatsoever. No wages, no 
unemployment benefit, no 
child or other welfare benefit 

Undoubtedly our fury and 
fear following February’s 
bomb attacks have made it 
difficult for as to fed concern 
about the Palestinians when 
. ourownwetfore has seemed in 
jeopardy. 

Nevertheless. I believe we 
must be open to what is hap- 
pening to our neighbours. 
They are an integral part of the 
local reality and we cannot 
afford to blunt our senses to 
their .suffering. 

The closure of the territories 
was almost total for about five 
months, but in the last month 
and a half it has been eased; 
about 20.000 people ( less than 
30 per cent of pre-February 
levels ) have found work in 
Israel. Most of the 50.000 or 
so others who previously 
worked in Israel remain unem- 
ployed. Dr. Rassan Andondi of 
Bir Zeit University estimates 
the unemployment level in the 
Bethlehem area at around 60 
per cent. In Tulkarem some of 
the unemployed have received 
temporary work cleaning the 
streets, earning NIS 20-30 a 
day. But for most, there is no 
substitute work. In Nablus, 
although most people are mer- 


chants and work locally, their 
incomes have been severely 
compromised because of the 
difficulty of acquiring an 
entrance permit to purchase 
goods inside Israel. 

However, the situation in 
the towns is excellent com- 
pared with the villages and 
crowded refugee camps. There 
people were predominantly 
employed as labourers inside 
the Green Line; the impact of 
the closure on them is there- 
fore enormous. Najah 
Manasra. a psychiatric nurse, 
told me about families selling 
their jewelry and TV sets to 
buy food. 

Food has become the pre- 
dominant item on which 
money is spent The recent 
increase in the price of flour 
was a blow to many families. 
According to Manasra. rather 
than venturing out and bearing 
their children's pleas for ice- 


state of depression that many 
people are submerged in, with 
increased violence in families 
and on the streets. 

WTiat thunders loud and 
clear amid all this distress is ' 

our cringing silence. ■■ l' 

How can we sleep soundly at • ’ 
night when our neighbours are : - : 
leading such lives? It isn’t hap- . ’ " 
pening on the other side of the 
world. These deprivations are 
occurring just a few kilometres 
away. 

While the physical distance 
may be small, over the Green 
Line feels more like behind an 
iron wall. It is the media's duty x . 
to inform us about the life of 
our nearest neighbours. The 
news bulletins which follow ; ^ 

every cough and hiccup in ^L - j| 
internal political developments ,£j 

and foreign diplomacy cannot fg 

continue to ignore the heavy -X, 

human malaise affecting hun- W_ j|§ 
dreds of thousands .of men. 


cream, families isolate therh- ;’ women and children. • 


selves in their homes. 

But for most families it isn't 
only schoolbooks, shoes and 
ice-cream that have become 
luxury items. In many house- 
holds telephones have been cut 
off because families can't 
afford to pay the bill. In 
Tulkarem, following warning 
adverts on local TV. electricity 
was cut off in some homes: in 
Bethlehem Mekorot threat- 
ened to cut off the water. 

A community also has med- 
ical needs. According to 
Hanan Homed from Tulkarem, 
women have stopped going to 
the local maternity clinic to 
give birth, preferring the 
cheaper, if more dangerous, 
option of giving birth at home. 
People arc no longer consult- 
ing doctors but saving money 
by going directly to the phar- 
macist 

All these hardships have 
increased tension within fami- 
lies. 

Manasra describes a chronic 



One of tberciearer messages 
of the election results was an 
endorsement of Jewish content 1 : I 

in our society. But where are ' ' 

our Jewish values, the halachic 
obligation to help the needy, 
give charity, and save lives? 

Do we really believe in a 
selective and limited applica- i 

non of these ideals? 1 have » 

beard of just one (Orthodox! * 

synagogue that took the inilia- £ ■ - 

live to collect money to buy k. 
food for impoverished jp v a- 

Palestinian families. if- •* ^ 

The political questions, so 
entwined with human issues, 
oh both sides, are enormously ja ' ,fW •hi- 
complex. But die answer isn't * 

to bury our heads in the sand. — _ 

Whatever our political views. k‘ . t 

can we justify indifference to ■'lIlSlOpn^F 

issues of common humanity I 

and decency? Do we really mi nill .j 

want to wait until. God forbid, ,,m I 

Palestinian children begin to ; , , 

die of starvation? . ' 1 ‘ 


The Jerusalem Post 


West seen as losing hold 
on Iraqi Kurdistan 
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ZAKHO. Iraq — When 
Kurdish chieftain Massoud 
Barzani invited Baghdad to 
help wrest control of Erbil 
from troops loyal to rival Jalal 
Talabani. he sealed the begin- 
ning of the end of the Western 
hold on Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“This must be a turning 
point of some sort." a British 
aid worker with long experi- 
ence in Iraq said in the north- 
ern capital of Erbil on 
Thursday. 

“There is a sease things can- 
not return to what they were 
before the battle for Erbil . 
There will be more fighting 
between Barzani and 
Talabani. but Kurdistan is also 
slipping hack into the regional 
fold, out of the amts of the 
West," he said. 

While the safe area and no- 
fly zone created in 1991 
remain in place to protect 
Kurds from the sword of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
and his rage at their post-Gulf 
war rebellion, those twin 
shields no longer serve a 
coherent policy. 

Washington appears to lack 
the will to whip the fractious 
Iraqi opposition, including the 


Kurds, into more formidable 
shape and give them the back- 
ing to make a serious attempt 
at toppling Saddam. 

That scenario appears all the 
'more unlikely in the absence 
of a consensus on who or what 
will come after President 
Saddam. The prospect of a 
widespread civil war in oil- 
rich Iraq terrifies the world. 
Reluctantly, even Washington 
seems to prefer the devil it 
knows. For their part, the 
Kurds have tired of playing 
the bulwark against Baghdad 
a role in which they were cast 
by the West. 

Having dutifully languished 
in limbo for five years, wait- 
ing for the West to unseat 
President Saddam. Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani and 
their followers are making 
new alliances of convenience 
to bolster their own positions 
inside Kurdistan. 

Mr. Barzani. who lost many 
members of his own dan to 
President Saddam in decades 
of rebellion, looked south to 
Baghdad nevertheless and 
captured Erbil . Lraqi 
Kurdistan’s largest city, in the 
bargain. 

Mr. Talabani has turned east 
to Iran. Iraq's big regional 
rival for military and political 


support 

To the north. Turkey has its 
troops poised along the borders 
to root out Turkish Kurds, 
who use the rugged mountains 
inside Iraq as a sanctuary for 
their own long-running insur- 
gency. 

Thus the power vacuum cre- 
ated by Western policy in Iraqi 
Kurdistan is being filled by 
Baghdad. Tehran and Ankara. 

The notion that Iraq’s terri- 
torial integrity could be pre- 
served indefinitely while 
Baghdad was denied influence 
in the north has come up 
empty. The question is. what 
comes next? 

Iraqi Kurdistan could be 
carved into spheres of influ- 
ence by regional powers, leav- 
ing Mr. Barzani and Me 
Taiabani to seek succour 
where they can find it , 

This is the option for a 
Kurdish civil war. Turkey, If 3 * 1 
and Syria, regional rivals with 
their restive Kurdish minori- 
ties, play Kurd against Kurd. $ 

Frequently they pay for the 
privilege by supplying one 
Kurdish faction with arms and 
money. Baghdad plays the 
same game, skilfully. 

Alternatively the United 
States could decide to support 
efforts to oust the Iraqi leader- 
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excavated in Wadi Mousa 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Construction 
work earlier this year on a 
new hotel in Wadi Mousa, 
near Petra, accidentally 
uncovered the remains of an 
ancient water cistern with a 
stone roof and steps. 

When Dr. Khairieh ‘Amr 
of the Department of Antiq- 
uities went to investigate, 
she noticed wall lines" and 
remains of what appeared to 
be a bathhouse in an adja- 
cent area where a new road 
was being built. Nearly four 
months of excavations' later, 
she and a team of col- 
leagues from the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities had 
documented the rare 
remains of an ancient pri- 
vate Nabataean villa from 
the 1st Century AD. just 
before the Roman occupa- 
tion of the Nabataean King- 
dom and its capiral at Petra. 

The excavation of the cis- 
tern and adjacent areas 
uncovered artifacts from the 
1st Century BC/AD to the 
Ottoman period, with the 
only gap in occupation 
being the early Islamic 


(Uraayyad-Abbasid) period. 
The excavation here 
reached a depth of 5.4 
metres without hitting 
bedrock, but had to be 
stopped for safety reasons. 
The continuous use of the 
cistern and adjacent areas 
over such a long period of 
time suggests the vast infor- 
mation on ancient cultures 
that may still be sealed in 
the ground in and around 
Wadi Mousa town. 

The salvage excavation 
was important for what it 
revealed about oppulent 
Nabataean private resi- 
dences, and also for some 
intriguing but vague clues 
about the possible nearby 
location of a Nabataean or 
early Roman temple. The 
dig allowed documentation 
of this rare site before the 
owner of the land destroyed 
the site in order to build 
shops and storage rooms. 

The excavated remains of 
the villa, along a 40-metre- 
long stretch of land sur- 
rounded by houses in the 
middle of Wadi^ Mousa, are 
only part of the original 
structure or complex, most 
of which is buried beneath 


adjacent streets and modem 
buildings. The excavated 
structures comprised the 
south side of the original 
complex, which included a 
large, beautifully decorated 
villa with a bath complex. It 
was built in the 1st Century 
AD and had several phases 
of use, before being aban- 
doned and then destroyed in 
the late 1st or early 2nd 
Century AD. 

The area of the ruined 
complex was used as a 
dumping ground for munic- 
ipal debris from some other 
built structure in the late 
Roman/early Byzantine era 
(around the 3rd/4th Century 
AD). The nature of the 
architectural fragments and 
small finds in this debris 
suggesrs to Dr. ‘Amr that 
the building remains 
dumped here may have been 
from a nearby temple locat- 
ed uphill from the site. This 
hypothesis is suggested by 
the many column drums and 
capital fragments, many 
unguentaria (small ceramic 
bottles), and many frag- 
ments of ceramic lamps that 
were deliberately broken, as 
if they had been used as 


offerings. 

A large, oppulent villa 


The excavated remains of 
the Nabataean villa includ- 
ed an entrance hall along its 
south side, decorated with 
hexagonal paving stones 
and coloured wall frescoes 
with architectural motifs 
(similar to the frescoes at 
Wadi Siyyagh in Petra, and 
at Alexandria and Pompeii ). 

West of the entrance hall 
was an Oriental -style floor 
latrine, near which were 
found some finely carved 
collapsed stones with typi- 
cal Nabataean motifs of 
rosettes with pine cones. 

One stone has the remains 
of a male bust, most proba- 
bly a representation of the 
sun god Helios-Apollo. 

Adjacent to this area was a 
room with a well-preserved 
mosaic floor dated from the 
end of the 1st Century AD, 
making it the only known 
mosaic from a Nabataean 
building (the earliest known 
mosaic in all Jordan is from 
the Herodian fortress-palace 
at Mekawir, and dates from 


the 1st Century BC). The 
mosaic decoration is purely 
geometric, and resembles 
mosaics known from Oes- 
tia, the port of Rome. A 
mosaic section about two by 
three metres in size was 
excavated and conserved, 
and is now on display at the 
Petra museum. 

Corridors led to a room of 
the baths complex with a 
nicely paved floor of green, 
yellow and red stone. This 
may have been the apody- 
tariura, or the changing 
room. It led into the caldari- 
um, or the hot steam room, 
which had remains of its 
raised stone floor resting on 
square pillars, and a system 
of ceramic pipe flues and 
drains to bring in the steam 
and take out the excess 
water. The split-level 
drainage system in the baths 
included different sized 
ceramic pipes that brought 
water from different rooms 
and fed into a main drain 
that exited under the baths 
and the house. An important 
find in the baths was the 
remains of a lion’s head 
water fountain, the lion 
being a common architec- 
tural feature throughout 
Petra. 

Adjacent to the bath was 
the kitchen area of the 
house, with a fine stone 
floor, a tabun cooking oven, 
and many broken cooking 
pots and plates. The 
kitchen's location next to 
the baths may indicate that 
both facilities shared a sin- 
gle furnace, of which no 
trace remains. 

North of the kitchen a 
hallway led to a large room 
with more frescoed walls, 
mostly Pompeiian r style 
architectural designs in yel- 
low. blue and green on a 
deep crimson/red back- 
ground. 

Fresco remains were 
found on the east side of the 
house, on the walls of two 
other rooms that rest mostly 
underneath modem build- 
ings, and thus could not 'be 
excavated. These have 
green flourishes chat look 
like large blades of grass in 
a freestyle pattern, bunches 
of grapes, olive branches, 
and other agrarian depic- 
tions on a golden yellow 
background. All the fres- 
coes have been removed to 



General view of the mosaic floor in a room south of the bath area (photo by Khairieh ‘Amr/Department of Antiq- 
uities) 



Partial view of the Nabataean house during excavation (photo by Rami G. Khouri). 


the Department of Antiqui- 
ties workshops in Amman 
for restoration, after which 
they will be displayed at the 
Petra museum. 

Ceramic finds include 
many painted Nabataean 
bowls,' one of which has a 
unique design never seen 
before in Petra: Five birds 
around the bowl’s rim eat- 
ing grapes, against a 
hatched background. Such 
bird representations are 
known from the 3rd Centu- 
ry AD. but have never been 
attested from as early as the 
1st Century AD. Other note- 
worthy small finds include a 
small bronze figurine of a 
seated boy in a very Classi- 
cal style; a few locally mint- 
ed Nabataean coins from 
the end 1st Century BC-to- 
mid-lst Century AD period; 
one pottery sherd with two 
Nabataean letters on it: and 


much locally produced 
Nabataean pottery, both 
coarse wares used for daily 
needs and the finer, thinner 
wares. 

The totality of the excava- 
tion results — the build- 
ing’s size, architecture, dec- 
oration, and artifacts — 
suggest to Dr. ‘Amr that 
“this was a very lavish 
building with very high 
quality and 

expensive decoration, per- 
haps the residence of a 
senior official or a very rich 
private individual." 

Such private wealth in this 
area at this time is no sur- 
prise, given Wadi Mousa’s 
attested importance as a 
transit depot for trade in the 
ancient world. Local wealth 
derived from the trade that 
passed through Petra along 
the trade routes linking it to 
the Arabian Peninsula, Sinai 


and Egypt, and Syria and 
the Mediterranean basin. 
The Roman writer Strabo 
mentions the town in that 
period, then known as Gaiea 
(or “valley” in the Aramaic 
language), as a wealthy 
place where people lived in 
expensive houses that were 
lavishly decorated with 
stucco and other refine- 
ments. 

No further excavation is 
possible at the site for the 
moment, but much of the 
building remains preserved 
and unexcavated under the 
modern streets and build- 
ings in central Wadi Mousa. 

The excavation team led 
by Dr. ‘Amr included Sami 
Nawafleh, Hani Qarara’a. 
architect Lo'ai Moham- 
madiyyeh. and mosaic con- 
servator Tewfik Huneiti, all 
from the Department of 
Antiquities. 


Christopher holds talks in Germany 


Baghdad declares victory as Kurdish allies gain ground 


(Continued from page 1) 



Mr. Christopher had 
more than three hours of 
talks with French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette 
Thursday in an attempt to 
overcome French reticence 
about the latest U.S. mili- 
tary initiative against Iraq. 

Mr. Christopher also had 
a brief meeting with Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac, but 
made no comment after- 
wards. France has 

expressed strong reserva- 
tions about U.S. missile 
attacks on Iraqi air defence 
targets and the extension of 
the southern no-fly zone. 

. The zone was extended 
unilaterally by the United 
States up to the 33rd Paral- 
lel, close to the suburbs of 
Baghdad, after .the United 
Stares launched a crujse 


missile attack on Iraqi mili- 
tary targets Tuesday. 

A French foreign ministry 
communique said after the 
talks that France would not 
take part in air force patrols 
over an enlarged area of the 
southern zone. 

The communique said 
France would continue to 
take part in joint patrols 
over the two original “no- 
fly" zones in southern and 
northern Iraq as from Mon- 
day. 

A Pentagon official said 
earlier Thursday that 
France had suspended 
Wednesday its participation 
in allied patrols in northern 
and southern Iraq, but 
France refused Thursday 
night to confirm this. 

‘The French suspended 
participation in OPC and 
JTF-SWA pending senior 


level review.” said the offi- 
cial who asked not to be 
named. 

OPC stands for Operation 
Provide Comfort under 
which U.S., French - and 
British aircraft have 
enforced a no-fly zone 
north of the 36th Parallel 
since shortly after the 1991 
Gulf war. JTF-SWA is the 
Joint Task Force-South 
West Asia which involves 
allied aircraft patrolling the 
“no-fly” zone in southern 
Iraq. 

A French military source 
said after Mr. Christopher's 
visit that “the sulks with the 
United States are over and 
we are resuming our mis- 
sions in the normal way.” 

Earlier in London. Mr. 
Christopher hailed Britain’s 
“unstinting support” for the 
U.S. air strikes on Iraqi 


military targets. 

He said the extended no- 
fly zone over southern Iraq 
was being “fully imple- 
mented” 

On Thursday night, 
British Prime Minister John 
Major delivered an implied 
rebuke to France criticising 
those countries which have 
“chosen to stay in the bur- 
rows.” 

“I believe the U.S. were 
brave to do what they did. I 
think we were right to sup- 
port the U.S. and I regret 
that other people have cho- 
sen to stay in the burrows 
on this occasion. I am not' 
going to specify any partic- 
ular nation, but I think the 
U.S. deserves support. I 
think there is tacit support. 
I wish more people would 
declare it publicly.” 


Most Israelis approve of Netanyahu-Arafat summit 


(Continued From page 1) 

The prime minister on 
Wednesday warned any 
minister who publicly dis- 
agreed with the meeting to 
resisn. 

Within his ranks. Mr. 
Netanyahu on Thursday 
threatened ro fire cabinet 
ministers w’ho cannot 
accept his decision to talk 
peace with Mr. .Arafat. 

But at a Likud Party con- 
vend on in Tel Aviv fac- 
•' ing calls of “traitor and 
"resian" — the premier 
vowed to maintain his hard- 
line positions in the peace 
talks. 

“There is not, and will 
never be, a Palestinian 
state," Mr. Netanyahu told 


the clearly divided audi- 
ence, as some delegates 
applauded and others lis- 
tened in stony silence. He 
also assured the audience 
that shaking Arafat's hand 
“wasn’t easy." 

Wednesday’s long- 
delayed summit — the first 
time” a right-wing Israeli 
premier has met the guerril- 
la-rumed-peacemaker — 
helped ease tensions with 
the Palestinians. It was 
hailed by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
predecessor, peace architect 
Shimon Peres. and 
appeared to enjoy tacit sup- 
port of a majority’ in the 
Likud and in the cabinet. 

But a vocal minority of 
Likud stalwarts, especially 
Jewish settlers and religious 


nationalist, consider Mr. 
Netanyahu’s peace efforts a 
betrayal that endangers 
their dream of holding onto 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

One group of settlers 
greeted Mr. Netanyahu at 
Thursday's Likud conven- 
tion with flyers bemoaning 
”100 days of disappoint- 
ment” since his May elec- 
tion victory over Mr. Peres. 
Protesters carrying anti- 
Netanyahu signs were not 
allowed into the Tel Aviv 
hall and loud music 
drowned out jeering as Mr. 
Netanyahu made his entry. 

Inside the convention hall 
tempers flared, with several 
scuffles and much shouting 
erupting between support- 
ers and opponents of the 


peace moves. 

“Bibi has betrayed us,” 
said Amram Cohavi, a vet- 
eran Likud member, refer- 
ring to Mr. Netanyahu by 
his nickname. He was 
shouted down by another 
man. who said be was 
wounded in the 1973 war. 
'T have five children...I 
want them to enjoy peace 
and that's why Bibi had to 
meet Mr. Arafat," said the 
man. . 

In an interview with Israel 
TV. Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would fire cabinet ministers 
who opposed him. "Minis- 
ters who do not sit comfort- 
ably with (the Arafat meet- 
ing) will not be in the gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said 


(Continued from page 1) 

for the security of U.N. 
humanitarian programmes 
in the region, said: “So far 
all U.N. organisations and 
NGOs are safe.” - 

Fear was rising among 
residents in Sulaimaniyeh 
as accounts spread of the 
Iraqi seizure of Erbil last 
weekend and the “cleanup” 
operation conducted by 
Iraqi agents who stayed 
behind after government 
troops pulled out. 

“Iraqi intelligence ser- 
vices now have a free hand 
in Kurdistan in areas con- 
trolled by the KDP,” Mr. 
Talabani said. 

The PUK leader said that 
the KDP's alliance with 
President Saddam effec- 
tively ends the five-year 
effort to create a Kurdish 
state in northern Iraq, but 
added that all other Kurdish 
factions were United 
against the Iraqi president. 


The power-sharing agree- 
ment between the PUK and 
KDP broke down in May 
1994, however, and the 
ensuing conflict has left 
more than 2,200 people 
dead. 

Senior United States offi- 
cials were warned by Kur- 
dish leaders that they could 
turn to Iraq for aid if Wash- 
ington did not support them 
against rivals backed by 
Iran, Britain's Independent 
newspaper reported on Fri- 
• day. It said letters sent by 
the KDP to U.S. policy- 
makers in the week before 
Iraqi forces backed the 
KDP in its capture of Erbil 
contained warnings the 
group could go to Baghdad 
for support. 

The newspaper said the 
correspondence, of which it 
printed extracts, could stir 
up controversy over reports 
Washington was taken by 
surprise by the intervention 
of the Iraqi army in the con- 


flict. 

But the Independent said 
the KDP of Massoud 
Barzani warned the United 
States before its missile 
attacks that Iran was 
already supporting the 
PUK. and that his faction 
would turn to Baghdad for 
support if Washington did 
nothing. 

The paper said the KDP 
sent a memo to U.S. offi- 
cials before the attack on 
Erbil saying: “Our options 
are limited— 

“Since the U.S. is not 
responding even political- 
ly... the only option left is 
the Iraqis.” 

The newspaper said that 
U.S. officials appeared to 
remain relaxed as the situa- 
tion deteriorated in north- 
ern Iraq over several 
months despite a series of 
communications between 
the KDP and the U.S. 
administration. 

U.S. officials who 


received the correspon- 
dence included Robert 
Deutscb, director of the 
office of northern Gulf 
affairs, and Robert Pel- 
letreau. assistant secretary 
of state for Near East 
affairs, the paper said. 

In the end, despite last- 
minute talks at the U.S. 
embassy in London on 
August 30, the KDP turned 
to President Saddam for 
help. A day after the talks, 
KDP fighters backed by 
Iraqi tanks moved into 
Erbil. 

Mr. Perry said the United 
States reserved the right to 
strike at Iraq again if Bagh- 
dad tried to rebuild the air 
defences disabled by the 
U.S. missile raids. 

In Washington. U.S'. intel- 
ligence chief John.Deutch 
told the Senate Intelligence 
Committee that Iraqi troops 
were now pulling out of 
northern Iraq, a view dis- 
puted by the PUK. 


Saudis ‘advised’ U.S. to end Iraq strikes 


(Continued from page 1) 

put other members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Oman — in a tight 
spot. 

Despite their hostility to 
Saddam Hussein, these 
countries kept silent about 
the U.S. operation. Their 
foreign ministers are to 
meet in Riyadh on Saturday 
to discurs the situation in 
Iraq. 

Only Kuwait, which is 

still reeling from the 1990 


Iraqi invasion, published a 
statement expressing "its 
understanding about 
(Washington’s) firm stand.” 

The Gulf press, which 
usually toes the official 
line, did not pull any 
punches. 

On Friday, the Saudi 
newspaper Al Madina pub- 
lished a caricature showing 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
addressing U.S. soldiers. 
“Hit hard. We are waging a 
really big battle ... against 
Bob Dole," Mr. Clinton’s 
challenger in the presiden- 
tial elections, it read. 

Such opinions reflect the 


state of mind of GCC offi- 
cials. “President Clinton is 
attacking Iraq for electoral 
reasons with which we have 
nothing io do,” a Gulf offi- 
cial said on condition he 
not be identified. 

The Saudi daily Asharq 
Al Awsat, published in 
London, said: “Even if the 
Arabs have differences with 
Saddam Hussein and bis 
adventurist policies, they 
support him when he’s 
faced with external aggres- 
sion." 

Al Hayat newspaper, 
which is owned by Saudi 
Khaied Ben Sultan, said 


Iraq's offensive on its 
northern Kurdish city of 
Erbil last Saturday “was 
much more legitimate” than 
the U.S. retaliation which 
it provoked. 

Prince Sultan was the 
commander of the Arab 
military contingent in the 
U.S. -led drive to free 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupa- 
tion in 1991. 

Newspapers in the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar 
lashed out at the United 
States and defended Bagh- 
dad’s right to intervene in 
Kurdish areas within its 
own territory. 
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Government plans to revamp public transport sector 



By. a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Public 
Transport Corporation 
(PTC), a stare monopoly 
which owns the right for 
public transport in the 
Municipality of Greater 
Amman, will be downsized 
to the rale of a regulatory' 
body under proposals being 
studied by the government, 
according to Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi. 

The proposals involve 
turning the PTC into a gov- 
ernment department that 
would supervise public 
transport in the Greater 
Amman area, while the 
fleet of buses it now owns 
will be handed over to two 
private sector operators. 


Simultaneously, all other 
private sector operators in 
public transport in the area 
will be encouraged to 
merge and come up with 
three or four large-sized 
entities along with lifting 
the PTC monopoly in 
Greater Amman, the minis- 
ter told the Jordan Times in 
an interview. 

At present, the PTC 
directly operates 120 buses 
within the Greater Amman 
routes and some of the sub- 
urbs of the capital. Another 
50 PTC buses are being 
refurbished at a cost of JD 
500.000 and would be put 
into operation soon in order 
to absorb the rising demand 
for public transport in the 
transitional period, said Mr. 


Lawzi. 

“Most of the PTC buses 
are more than 15 years old,” 
he noted. 

The government opened 
up the public transport sec- 
tor for private operators 
three years ago when it 
allowed small firms to run 
their own vehicles on most 
of the Greater Amman 
routes. 

“Today. PTC accounts for 
only 45 per cent of the traf- 
fic,” said Mr. Lawzi. “Thir- 
teen private operators who 
have about 500 buses of 25- 
seat capacity account for 
the rest.” 

The Ministry of Transport 
has found that the perfor- 
mance of PTC. which has 
accumulated debts of JD 


4.7 million, was not up to 
its expectations in terms of 
“frequency and safety as 
well as cost-effecdve opera- 
tions.” and thus the ministry 
was spurred into adopting 
quick measures to stream- 
line the overall status of the 
public transport system in 
Amman and its suburbs, 
Mr. Lawzi said. 

An integral part of the 
reorganisation of the PTC, 
which is burdened with 
“over-bloated staff," he 
added, is a revamping of 
existing regulations on 
licensing of operators of 
public transport vehicles. 

“The entire sector is being 
scrutinised with a view to 
setting things right once 
and for all”" he said. “The 


key objective is to com- 
pletely open up public 
transport to the private sec- 
tor and thus also ' bring 
about more efficient opera- 
tions to benefit the public." 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment was no longer will- 
ing to invest stale funds in 
the public transport sector. 
“In fact, shifting the entire 
operations to the private 
sector means not only high- 
er efficiency but also the 
availability of private funds 
for expansion and moderni- 
sation” 

Hiring and firing staff is a 
prerogative given to the 
administration of the PTC 
from its inception, Mr. 
Lawzi noted. “Some of the 
present staff of PTC could 


continue to work with the 
proposed regulatory body 
while others could join the 
private sector operators 
who will take over the oper- 
ations of the.PTC fleet,” the 
minister said. 

The ministry is now 
studying the status of tbe 
PTC staff, who are in prin- 
ciple considered govern- 
ment employees although 
they had not gone through 
the Civil Service Commis- 
sion, he said. 

“No one is going to lose 
his or her job as a result of 
the changes in the PTC." he 
affirmed. “We will find 
places for them and this 
could involve shifting peo- 
ple to other departments." 


Ministry close to privatising Aqaba Railways Corporation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Transport is in an 
advanced stage to privatise 
the Aqaba Railways Corpo- 
ration i ARC) and expects the 
moves to materialise os soon 
as the full Council of Minis- 
ters approves a set of related 
proposals, according to 
Transport Minister Nasser 
Lawzi. 

The status of ARC. whose 
operations are limited to 
transporting phosphate and 
related products from mines 
and plants in the south to the 
Port of Aqaba, has always 
been a problem for the gov- 
ernment, Mr. Lawzi said. 

The company has an accu- 
mulated debt of about JD 50 
million, incurred as a result 
of offering below-cost 
charges tor transporting 
phosphates and other prod- 
ucts for the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC) over many years. 
The government owns a 


majority of shares of JPMC. 

“The government has been 
financing the export of phos- 
phates by offering indirect 
subsidy of between JD ! and 
JD 1 .5 per tonne of the mate- 
rial transported by mines to 
Aqaba." the minister told the 
Jordan Times. “The losses 
incurred by the ARC are a 
direct result of below-cosL 
revenues." 

“This situation cannot con- 
tinue," said Mr. Lawzi. 
“What is the purpose of one 
government entity showing 
profits at the expense of 
another state entity?' 

The government has been 
involved in discussions with 
the JPMC for many years on 
a possible acquisition of 
ARC by the phosphate mines 
company, the sole customer 
of the railway corporation. 

“But the JPMC argued that 
if it were to acquire the com- 
pany. then it would be 
inflicting harm on both the 
JPMC as well as the ARC.” 
said the minister. 

As such, a compromise 


formula drawn up by the 
Ministry of Transport and 
submined to the government 
involves “privatising the 
operations of the railway 
company." 

■ The formula involves, 
according to Mr. Lawzi. 
assessing the net assets of 
the company and offering it 
for private operators, “with 
the only condition being that 
the JPMC is an essential 
equity holder and is very 
much part of the manage- 
ment of the company's oper- 
ations." 

“We have already received 
many leners of interest from 
foreign companies, who are 
willing to seriously consider 
acquiring an equity in die 
Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion," said Mr. Lawzi. 

Mr. Lawzi declined to 
reveal the details of the gov- 
ernment proposal in terms of 
how the JD 50 million debts 
of the company would be 
absorbed. 

“This is an issue that has to 
be decided upon by the full 


Council of Ministers,” he 
said. 

The World Bank, which is 
guiding sweeping reforms in 
the Kingdom's transport sec- 
tor, is being requested to 
submit its own recommenda- 
tions to the JPMC. he added. 

A French company con- 
ducted a thorough study of 
the status of the company 
and the means to streamline 
it more than 10 years ago. 
But no government took 
serious steps towards follow- 
ing up on the recommenda- 
tions of the study. 

Focus was brought upon 
the ARC as part of the atten- 
tion given by die government 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, who took 
office in February this year. 

Mr. Lawzi said tbe govern- 
ment was determined not to 
allow the ARC deteriorate 
further and add to its present 
debt burdens, and hence it 
was moving fast towards 
adopting the necessary mea- 
sures to reorganise the com- 
pany. 


When the measures are 
implemented in ftill. the role 
of the government will be 
limited to licensing the oper- 
ations of the company and 
collect royalty from the 
operators for the use of gov- 
ernment land through which 
the railway runs and where 
stations are located. 

Mr. Lawzi said the trans- 
formation of the company 
would inevitably involve the 
upgrading of the locomo- 
tives and wagons used by the 
ARC. 

The engines and wagons of 
the ARC, he said, are ser- 
viceable but not in very good 
conditions, and as such, 
need replacement or refur- 
bishing. The cost of such 
work is estimated at around 
JD 15 million. 

The main attraction for pri- 
vate sector operators in the 
proposed deal is the expect- 
ed increase in quantity of 
phosphates to be transported 
hesaid. 

“Once the Shidiyeh mine 


comes fully operational by 
the year 2000. the JPMC 
expects to transport about 
eight million tonnes of rock 
phosphates through the rail- 
way company," noted Mr. 
Lawzi. 

“Operations of such magni- 
tude definitely hold out 
prospects for realising good 
profits, and this is an element 
most foreign operators are 
taking into consideration” 
he noted. “With the strict 
enforcement of the axial load 
limitations on truck, railway 
is going to be the main 
means for the transport of 
phosphates.” 

At the moment. Shidiyeh is 
not directly connected to the 
ARC network. Phosphates 
from Shidiyeh are transport- 
ed by truck to a “terminal 
loading station” on the ARC 
network and sent to Aqaba 
by ARC wagons. 


Arabs 
refuse 
to raise 
League’s 
budget 

CAIRO (AFPl — Perma 
nent delegates to the Arab 
League have turned down 
a proposal to increase the 
League's 1997 budget by 
1 3.S~ per cent. 

A spokesman for the .Arab 
League said the perma- 
nent” delegates. who 
recently attended meet 
ings of the Standing Com 
rnlttee for Financial and 
Administrative Affairs 
rejected the proposal to 
increase the League's bud- 
get to S3 1.4 million up 
from $ 27.6 million, citing 
the difficult economic situ 
aliens of most Arab coun 
tries as a reason for their 
rejection. 

The spokesman added that 
nine Arab countries made 
reservations and called for 
reducing their own contri- 
bution to the League, 
while five others were 
unable to pay their share, 
which constitutes 14.5 per 
cent of the League's bud- 
get. 

The Arab League has a 
budget shortfall of more 
than $114 million, includ- 
ing $84.3 in the form of 
uncontested arrears. The 
source said that the total 
contributions to the budget 
this year did not exceed 60 
per cent of League's bud- 
get. 


Uncertainty over 
depress AFM this 


Iraq may 

I •-•H 

week 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The’ flare-up in 
Iraq and the American mis- 
sile strike on Iraq restrained 
prices and trading at the 
Amman stock market last 
week, and the bourse could 
witness a depression this 
week as a result of the 


uncertainty that now clouds 
the oil-for-food deal 
between Baghdad and the 
United Nations, brokers 
said Friday. 

‘The market was actually 
recovering from a three- 
month depression when the 
flare-up in Iraq struck a 
blow,” said a broker. “The 
tension in the region, cou- 


pled with, the uncertainity 
over the oU-for-food deal, 
has done real harm to the 
market-” 

However, the broker said, 
the market withstood the 
impact of the developments 
last week if only because of 
positive developments in 

(Continued on page 9) 


THE Daily Crossword by James P. McWalters 


ACROSS 

1 Stringed 
instrument 

5 Swiss city 

10 North European 

14 Russian city 

15 Negatively 
charged particle 

1 6 Not at home 

17 1955 Disney 
classic 

20 Self-esteem 

21 Wild ox ■ 

22 Concur 

23 Concoct 

24 Vocations 

26 More indelicate 

29 Lifts to judge the 
weight of 

30 Image 

31 Stiller and — of 
comedy 

32 Copy 

35 Flynn and 
Gardner film 
of ‘57 

39 Letter from 

England 

40 Strained food 

41 Shipshape 

42 English forest 

43 Property 

45 Maxims 

48 Christiania 

49 Loos or Bryant 

50 Self: pref. 

51 Craze 

54 One of the 'Star 
Wars' trilogy 

58 Mideast nation 

59 Without — in the 
world 

60 Greek liqueur 

61 Thrall of yore 

62 Wearing less 

63 River in 
Germany 

DOWN 

1 Cavity 

2 To — and a 
bone" (Kipling) 

3 Make over 

4 Layer 

5 Pennant 

6 Supply 

7 Actress 
Moreno 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 
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8 
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1 

10 

14 




15 





16 

17 




18 






19 


20 
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21 





22 
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23 
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24 

25 



26 

27 

28 
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29 
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30 





31 





35 




36 

37 
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39 
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40 






41 


42 
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43 

44 


45 

46 

47 
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48 




49 






SO 




1 

b4 





55 

56 





57 

58 




1 

59 





1 

60 

61 




62 





63 


it 


12 


13 


132 1 33 134 


52 153 


6 Japanese 
drama 
9 Comp. pt. 

10 Scows 

11 Cognizant 

12 Debussy opus 

13 Categories 

18 Swiss river 

19 Violent one 

23 Containers 

24 Terminate 

25 Hair style 

26 Elegant display 

27 Yearn 

28 Campus beDe 

29 — of Troy 

31 Equines 

32 Puzzled 

33 Irish fuel 

34 Punta del — 

36 Rumpus 

37 Artist's model 

38 Division word 
42 Adjust 



43 Williams or 
Rolle 

44 — gin 

45 A Curie 

46 Ditties 

47 Giant 

48 Bizarre 

50 At a distance 


51 Vendetta 

52 Tool with a 
curved blade 

53 Name in fashion 

55 Arrest 

56 Edible tuber 

57 — Blow 
(average citizen) 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I had my navel pierced years ago. 
My dad was clumsy with the 
diaper pins." 


IS 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hariri Arnold and Mika Argfcrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles,- 
one loner to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. ■ ■ 
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HOW THE PA^KET- 
EALL REF FELT WHEN 
TEMPER*? FLARER 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form Ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : ™ “fT Y T T fTTY 

A k A. A .A. / k A .A. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: VITAL DICED GAINED CANNED 
Answer Whal a fledgling photographer can always 
use — CANDID ADVICE 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY SEPTEMBER * 

7,1996 # 

By Thomas S. Pierson, f , 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation s 

ARIES: (March 21 to \ 

April 19) Daytime today '» 
should be spent handling :• 
whatever career activities ■. 
need your attention. Be ; 
happy with close friends ,* 
later this evening and you ' 
can all have a fun time '! 
together engaged in those 
activities which you all 
enjoy. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Make plans for 

recreation today for the 
days ahead and spend this 
time with your loved ones 
even if you all go away. 

Tonight do those activi- 
ties which will please 
your mate and you can 
have a romantic time 
together. W 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 ) Take time today 
to improve some home 
situation so that there 
won’t be any difficulty in 
the days ahead. Handle 
those ’tasks later this 
evening which you have 
been neglecting so that 
you can be quite success- 
ful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Handle 
public affairs nicely today 
so that you can receive 
.recognition from those in 
authority. Don’t permit an 
older fellow associate to 
monopolise your time or 
you will not complete any 
current projects you are 
given. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This fs a good day 
today to get your property 
in better order and show ;t - 
that you are practical in j: 
your creative ideas. Take 
it easy later this evening 
with your loved ones and 
you can relax from stress 
for the coming week. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan how 
to be more successful in — 

^your personal aim s and 
you will gain recognition 
“ffom a Jugfyig who likes 
your method of operation. 

Steer clear -of amuse- 
ments later this evening 
since some could be cost- 

iy- 

LEBRA: (September 23 
to October 22 ) Plan a new 
course of action today 
which will help you to set 
ahead faster and develop 
more intelligently. Enjoy) 
your friends later this 
evening and plan some 
fun activities which all of 
you will trulv enjoy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is 
an ideal day to talk over 
activities for the days 
ahead with your close 
friends and study advice 
given to you. Later this 
evening you can spend 
this time with your loved 
ones and have a rejaxing. 
peaceful period together. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

Get busy today at credit 
and public affairs which 
you can handle with great 
efficiency. You should 
avoid outside duties later 
this evening which could 
be detrimental to your 
career progress and make 
your life successful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 

Study new interests dur-, 
ing the daytime today an cr 
make good use of infor- 
mation you have gathered 
for a new project. This 
evening should be spent 
with close friends and 
have a good time together 
tor a peaceful time 
together. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) You 
can handle obligations 
very carefully today so be 
patient and thereby you 
deal with any situation 
which could be present. 

Later this evening you 
can proceed with a new 
project which can make 
you quite successful 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Find out from 
fellow associates today 
how you stand with them 
and come to 'a,. better f $ 
understanding so that *^ /****_ 
there won’t be any diffi* 
cullies. Later- this evening 
will be good for . you to 
consult with a knowl- 
edgeable person. 
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AFM price index rises to 145.53 points 


(Continued from page 8) 
other areas such as moves 
towards privatisation of 
state-owned entities and 
better export figures for the 
first half of 1996. 

The broker pointed out 
that despite the psychologi- 
cal impact of die tension, 
the net outcome of the 
week’s trading was a two- 
per cent rise in share prices. 

The weekly report of the 
Amm an Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
business week ending 
Thursday was 3.3 million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week's 3.5 million 
dinars and three million 
shares changed hands under 
2,S92 deals concluded dur- 
ing the week. 

Daily average trading was 

660.000 dinars compared 
with the previous weeks’ 

700.000 dinars, the AFM 
report said. 

The official AFM share 
price index closed at 

145.53 points, up 2.99 
points or 2.1 per cent from 
the week’s opening of 

142.54 points. 

Sectoral indices main- 
tained by the AFM showed 
commercial banks and 
financial institutions gain- 
ing during the week by 2.72 
per cent, industrials by 1 .67 
per cent, insurance 0.2 per 
cent and service sector 
stocks 0.1 per cent 

Shares of 82 companies 
were traded during the 


week, with 27 closing with 
gains, 47 slipping and eight 
rem ainin g unchanged, the 
AFM report showed. 

Pearl Consulting, a pri- 
vate sector firm which 
main tains its own indices 
for the stock market, said 
its general share price index 
closed with 0.35 per cent 
up. 

Pearl's sectoral indices 
showed commercial banks 
and financial insitutions 
gaining 1.36 per cent. 
Insurance stocks slipped by 
0.63 per cent and industri- 
als by 0.12 per cent while 
service sector shares 
remained unchanged for the 
week, according to Pearl. 

Further split-ups in the 
sectors provided by Pearl 
showed that commercial 
banks gained 1.S9 per cent 
and investment banks 0.14 
per cent while specialised 
banks and Islamic batiks 
slipped by 2.05 per cent and 
one per cent respectively. 

In the services sector, 
energy firms gained 2.36 
per cent. Investment and 
real estate firms, press and 
publication companies and 
businesses in education and 
related areas remained 
unchanged for the week 
while hotels and tourism 
companies slipped by 0.33 
per cent and transport com- 
panies lost 0.48 per cent. 

Among industrials, min- 
ing firms gained 1.71 per 
cent, pharmaceuticals 1.25 


per cent, and packing busi- 
nesses 1.79 per cent. Chem- 
ical and petroleum compa- 
nies dipped by 1.44 per 
cent, construction firms by 
4.87 per cent, businesses in 
the supply and consump- 
tion segment by 0.58 per 
cent and engineering com- 
panies shed 0.4 per cent. 

Brokers said investors 
who were enthusiastic 
about prospects for 
increased Jordanian exports 
to Iraq were disappointed 
over news that the U.N. had 
deferred the implementa- 
tion of the oil-for-food 
agreement with Baghdad 
and American statements 
that Washington might 
want to "renegotiate” the 
accord. 

On the other hand, defi- 
nite moves by the govern- 
ment to commercialise and 
privatise some of the state- 
owned end tires, including 
the Jordan Electricity 
Authority and the Telecom- 
munications Corporation, 
coupled with better export 
performance figures for the 
first six months of this year 
and had in fact overcome 
the reservations and thus 
the gains in share prices 
during the week. 

“One cannot say whether 
this trend will continue this 
week,” commented a bro- 
ker, who, like other AFM 
dealers, cannot be identi- 
fied by name under stand- 
ing market guidelines. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel; 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 J 


Happifl&ifss 

! OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

TT fwm Uthatna 
behind San ftoclc 
Hotel 


DAJANI 

%llr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMB O pho to 
WO % targmr 


• Frmm maimrgt 

mmnt 20 x 30 can 

Shmetsani-^ 

Bank. Phone: 

Swefieh tel: 823891 


crown hotel 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOI 

• TENNIS COURT 

• HEALTH CLUB 

• SAUNA & JACUZZI 


Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



Amra Hotel Shops' ! 
6th circle, Amman . f 



SfebA 

Suites 


i 16 COMFORTABLY A 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

SATELLITE TV. A DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

MRK ON PREMISE S. 

TV. HALL. 

SPECIAL R OTS ffiLQNQ SCffi 


\M MA . V BEHIND SAFEWAY STOWS. 

TEL: 702901 ■ FAX : 7029 1 0 



OLVfflPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

S/A r GC/m 





r SPECIAL PRICES ’ 
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REAL rs TATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

1 _ Deluxe \lIirtS 

■) . vppai'UTicni.s 

in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent In an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after Inspection 


Wadi Saqra Street Tef. 632643 


DOLLAR 


SMTACU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 



‘Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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Leonardo da Vinci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open; Lunch; 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.; 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


m 




*>. FLOWERS 
WORLDWIDE 


' ( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dr}’ Flowers 
Production & Designe 




Salma Inter Flowers 


W Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 
Telefax : ( 811395 )" 
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io Sports 
U.S Open 

Sampras clings to Grand Slam 
hopes as Edberg bids farewell 


NEW YORK { AFP'i — Pete . 
Sampras, buoyed by the 
crowd and the memory of 
his late coach Tim 
Gullikson. salvaged a dra- 
matic victory over Alex 
Corretja Thursday to reach 
the semifinals at the U.S. 
Open tennis championships. 

Sampras fought through 
an upset stomach, apparent- 
ly brought on by dehydra- 
tion. to beat Corretja 7-6 
1 7/5), 5-7, 5-7. 6-4. 7-6 
19/7) in a match that started 
in the heat of afternoon and 
finished under the lights on 
stadium court. 

Then Edberg, a six-time 
Grand Slam champion play- 
ing his last major tourna- 
ment before retiring, gave 
the evening a suitably dra- 
matic ending, as he saved 
four match points before 
bowing out to fourth-seeded 
Croatian Goran Ivanisevic. 

“When I served at 5-4. he 
played an unbelievable 
game." Ivanisevic said, 
adding that the crowd's 
frenzied support for Edberg 

unnerved him a little. 

“I didn’t expect this 
crowd." he said. “I knew 
they were going to be for 
him. but nor like' this. Every 
time I missed a first serve 
they were happy and clap- 
ping.” 

Ivanisevic's first match 


point came at 5-4 in the 
third. He failed to convert it 
and dropped his serve. 

In the tiebreaker he need- 
ed four more to win 6-3. 6- 
4. 7-6 < 1 1/9). wrapping it up 
when Edberg netred a low 
backhand volley. 

Ivanisevic served 26 aces 
and was never really in 
trouble. 

“He nearly served me off 
the court." Edberg said. 

Sampras, on the other 
hand, was under pressure 
from Corretja from the very 
start, dropping his serve in 
the opening game. 

Corretja held that edge 
until the 1 0th game, when 
he squandered two set 
points and dropped his 
sene as Sampras levelled 
the score at 5-5. 

In the tiebreaker Sampras 
needed three set points to 
put it away with a service 
winner. 

A service break in the 12th 
game cost Sampras each of 
die next two sets, but in the 
fourth he went up a break in 
the third game and never 
gave up the lead. 

The fifth set went on serve 
to the tiebreaker, when the 
drama reached its peak. 

Sampras, failing physical- 
ly. nevertheless continued to 
match Corretja point-for- 
point. 



Sweden’s Stephan Edberg holds up a trophy that was a 
gift from the United States Tennis Association after los- 
ing his last match in the U.S. Open. Edberg lost to 
Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic 6-3 6-4 7-6, to end his career 
in the American Grand Slam tournament ('Reuters 
photo) 



Top seed Pete Sampras is visibly sick during the fifth 
set tie-breaker in his U.S. Open quarterfinal match 
against Spain's Alex Corretja September 5. Sampras 
defeated Corretja 7-6 5-7 5-7 6-4 7-6 ( Reuters photo) 


At 3-3, he looked barely 
able to walk to the other end 
of the court, but still served 
a 124-mph service winner 
for 4-3. 

Corretja hit a backhand 
wide to give Sampras his 
first match point at 6-5. but 
Sampras netted a forehand. 

Then it was Corretja's 
turn, as he took a 7-6 lead, 
only to see Sampras hit a 
forehand volley winner off 
his croSS^ootirt - passing - 
attempt. 

Sampras cook an 8-7 lead 
with a well-placed ace on a 
second serve, then Corretja 
sealed his fate with only his 
third double fault of the 
match. 

“It was probably the best 
match of my career, and the 
worst one," Corretja said. 
"The last point, I just want- 
ed to put the ball in and it 
goes out.” 

He said it was hard to 
guage Sampras' disability, 
even after the American 
vomited at the back of the 
court after two points of the 
fifth-set tiebreaker. 

“I saw him also a couple 
of times like this.” Corretja 
said. 

“Davis Cup last year he 
was really tired and he is 


more dangerous then. He 
starts to play better." 

Corretja added: “He was 
really, really tired, but at 
seven-oil in the tiebreak, 
second serve, he can play an 
ace. so it means he has 
something in there. Maybe 
this is why he is Number 
One in the world." 

Edberg, who watched the 
match while waiting to play, 
said: “It was hard to believe 
'What^-was- going on out 
iherew ■' . - ... - 

Tournament doctor Brian 
Hainline said Sampras was 
suffering from an upset 
stomach apparently brought 
on by dehydration. 

Sampras' coach Paul 
Annacone said he believed 
the 25-year-old player, who 
owns a total of seven grand 
slam titles, was also feeling 
the after effects of the death 
of his old coach, Tim 
Gullikson. 

Gullikson died in May 
after a 15-month battle with 
brain cancer. 

‘It is an emotionally 
draining match." Annacone 
said. "Taking into consider- 
ation what happened the last 
18 months ... I think it has 
been a pretty tough year." 


Spanish 

inquisition 

for 

Indurain 

VALENCIA (AFP) — 
Miguel Indurain, under 
contract to ride in the Tour 
of Spain which starts on 
Saturday, said here Friday 
he would compete in only 
one major event if he con- 
tinues racing next year. 

“I will not allow myself 
to take part in a race 
against my better judge- 
ment and I will only con- 
tinue if 1 think I have a 
chance of winning the Tour 
de France again,” the 32- 
year-old said. 

Indurain. who failed to 
win a record sixth consecu- 
tive tour in July, revealed 
he only went to Atlanta 
after a personal request 
from King Juan Carlos of 
Spain. 

“I didn’t really want to 
go." he said. 

International Olympic 
Committee President Juan- 
Antonio Samaranch asked 
King Juan Carlos to try to 
get Spain's greatest cyclist 
to the Olympics, where he 
duly won the road time- 
trial. 

“I'm a professional so I'll 
do my best here but I can’t 
say how things will go. 
I've never ridden in a 
major race so late in the 
season." he said. 

The Tour of Spain, or 
Vuelta. was changed from 
a spring to an autumn date 
specifically to lure the top 
riders. The 3,898km, 22- 
stage race finishes in 
Madrid on Sept 29. 

Tour de France winner 
Bjame Riis of Denmark is 
missing and Indurain 's 
greatest challenge will 
’come firbra' list yedr’s' win- 
ner Laurent Jalaberf ' of 
France and once team-mate 
Melcbor Mauri of Spain, 
who won in 1991. 

Jalabert is especially 
keen to make up for his 
crashing failure in the Tour 
de France in July after he 
had started as one of 
induraio’s biggest rivals. 

Tony Rominger. who 
chalked up a hat-trick in 
the vuelta in 1992-94, 
made a late entry to get in 
shape for the world road 
championship in his native 
Switzerland in October. 

“I’m feeling pretty 
good.” said the 35-year- 
old, who may lose his hour 
record to Britain's Chris , 
Boardman later on Friday. 1 


Leeds clash threatens United’s European dream 


LONDON (AFP) — Champions Manchester 
United go into Saturday's explosive premiership 
encounter with bincr rivals Leeds anxious not to 
jeopardise their dreams of European glory. 

The European Cup has always been a holy grail 
for United, who won the trophy for the only time 
in 196S during the club's golden era when the 
likes of George best. Denis Law and Bobby 
Charlton graced the club. 

Man} even believe that last season's double 
winners are now prepared to sacrifice domestic 
glory for success in the Champion's League. 

And as Alex Ferguson prepares for next week's 
vital dash against holders Juventus. he admits he 
is more than a little nervous that a full-blooded 
encounter with Leeds might leave him with an 
extended injury list. 

The Manchester United boss is already without 
Phil Neville and Roy Keane For Wednesday's 

game and he knows (hat any more defensive 
blows could leave him u iih real problems against 
Marcello Lippi's side. 

"I'm not going to say that we're down to the 
bore bones, because that would be unfair." said 
Ferguson, who deployed Norwegian Ronny 
Johnsen, David May and Gary Pallisrer in a three 
man rearguard in Wednesday's 1-1 draw at derby. 

“But the fact that we haven't got Phil or Roy 
docs make it a concern that we don't get any 
more defenders injured at Leeds. 

that's for sure” 


United have not got off to a flying start to the 
defence of their premiership crown, with three 
draws and just one win in their opening matches. 

And though there are still eigbL months and 34 
matches to go. Ferguson will be aware that more 
dropped points might start to erode team morale 
as well as leave them trailing dangerously in the 
title race. 

David Pleat meanwhile insists that surprise pre- 
miership pacesetters Sheffield Wednesday can 
sustain their sparkling form as his side aim to 
make it five wins out of five against Ruud 
Gullit's stylish Chelsea. 

Pleat is convinced Wednesday, three points 
clear of Aston Villa, are not about to get foot- 
balling vertigo in the dizzy heights of the pre- 
miership peak. 

“You get hit by injuries and lose key players 
and unless you're Manchester United and you've 
got five internationals on the bench it's tough." 
said Pleat who was awarded the manager of the 
month for August on Thursday. 

“But our success is based on solidness and 
strong characteristics. These players are a quite 
resilient bunch." added Pleat. 

Kevin Keegan's Newcastle face a tough trip to 
Tottenham boosted by a much-improved display 
in Wednesday's 2-1 win at arch rivals 
Sunderland. 

Goals from Les Ferdinand and the recalled 
Peter Breadslev sealed Newcastle’s second win 


of the season but Keegan admits he is still look- 
ing for the right blend of players from the embar- 
rassment of talent in his squad. 

Keegan knows that centre-forwards Alan 
Shearer and Les Ferdinand, wingers David 
Ginola and Keith Gillespie. Faustino Aspriila and 
utility striker Beardsley cannot all play in the 
same side. 

But for the time being he is happy to leave out 
Aspriila and Gillespie, saying: “I've tried other 
solutions bur I’ve come back to Peter (Beardsley) 
and he’s performed for me again as he has always 
done." 

They will face a Spurs side with catastrophic 
injury problems with the Londoners likely to be 
without Teddy Sheringham. Chris Armstrong, 
Gary Armstrong and Dean Austin. 

There are also doubts over new Danish signing 
Allan Nielsen and England winger Darren 
Andenon who both picked up knocks during a 
bruising 1-0 defeat at Wimbledon on Wednesday. 

Second-placed Villa face troubled, managerless 
Arsenal confident they can sustain a serious title 
challenge. 

Sasa Curcic. a four million pound signing from 
Bolton, summed up the mood of optimism in the 
Villa dressing room after three straight wins. 

He said: “I was very impressed with the way 
they played last season and the club will get even 
better. 


/ CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 


JADE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


PLRZR 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


^ CINEMA TEL: 677420 " 

v CONCORD 

CONCORD “1 n 
Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Tough start for Italian newcomers 


PARIS ( AFP) — Italy's newcomers to the 
Serie A face a baptism of fire chis weekend 
with Verona opening their campaign away 
to champions AC Milan while Reggiana 
face European champions Juventus. 

Milan, under new coach Oscar Tabarez, 
already have injury problems with skipper 
Franco Baresi out for a month with a twist- 
ed ankle and French striker Christophe 
Dugarry still not fit after knee surgery. 

Baresi’s absence means the champions 
may give 37 -year-old former Juventus stal- 
wart Pietro Vierchowod his debut as a cen- 
tral defender. 

Other new arrivals include former Ajax 
pair Michael Reiziger. who will look after 
the right flank, and midfielder Edgar 
Davids, who is most likely to take his place 
on the bench. 

Roberto Baggio will play behind them in 
a 4-3-I-2 formation that many top clubs 
will be adopting this season in the search 
for goals. 

Fiery Yugoslav Dejan Savicevic faces a 
suspension after being sent off in an-ill tem- 
pered “friendly’ with Juventus. while Juve 
themselves face starting off their campaign 
at at Reggiana without skipper Antonio 
Conte, dismissed in the Milan game. 

But coach Marcello Lippi can otherwise 
call on a full-strength side and is set to give 
debuts up front to Alen Boksic and 
Christian Vieri. Ex-Bordeaux midfielder 
Zinedine Zidane is another debutant. 

Bologna, the other promoted side, face 
Lazio, whose formidable strike force com- 
prises Giuseppe Signori (24 goals last sea- 
son). Pierluigi Casiraghi (14) and Igor 
Protti (24 for Bari). 

Roy Hodgson's Inter Milan, still reeling 
from the shock that Nigerian striker 
Nwankwo Kanu has been forced to quit 
because of a heart condition, travel to 
Udinese. 

Marco Branca, Inter's top scorer last sea- 
son, will this time partner Chilean Ivan 
Zamorano in front of France’s Youri 
Djorkaeff. while England's Paul Ince 
re tains his midfield anchor role. 

In the German Bundesliga. leaders 
Bayern Munich take on struggling new- 
comers Arminia Bielefeld in the Olympic 
stadium with Jurgen Klinsmann and 
Ruggiero Rizzitelii looking to strengthen 
their burgeoning partnership. 

Bayern, under veteran Italian coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni, are desperate to regain 
supremacy from Dortmund, champions for 
the past two years, and they should brush 
aside their visitors who only 1 8 months ago 
were a third division outfit. 

But Emst Middendorp s side, although 
yet to win, have drawn three of their open- 
ing four games and can call on the vast 
experience of former Hamburg and Frank- 
furt goalkeeper Uli Stein and 36-year-old 
striker Fritz Walter. 

Controversial Stein — exiled from the 
German squad a decade ago under Franz 


Beckenbauer and later sacked by Hamburg 
following an onfield punchup — will be 42 
next month but his reflexes are still good 
enough to earn him a first team place. 

WaTter's former side. Stuttgart, lying sec- 
ond a point behind Bayern, have a tough 
assignment Sunday against fourth-placed 
Cologne. The Rhinelanders won their open- 
ing three games but then slid to a home 
defeat against Hansa Rostock. 

Champions Dortmund, completing the 
trio of clubs immediately behind Bayern. 

European Soccer 

must travel to Rostock while Karlsruhe, 
unbeaten in their three matches so far. trav- 
el to Bochum, likewise unbeaten. 

Karlsruhe's South African star striker 
Dean Dundee, who blasted a hattrick 
against Sankt Pauli a week ago and hopes to 
obtain German citizenship soon, signed a 
new contract Thursday which keeps him at 
the club until 2003. 

In Spain. Saturday sees the first Barcelona 
derby of the season as Catalan giants 
Barcelona face Espanyol at the Nou Camp.’ 

Bobby Robson's new charges opened the 
campaign with a 4-2 win at Oviedo aided 
by a brace from Bulgarian Hristo 
Stoichkov. back from a spell in Italy. 

But Espanyol slid to a 3-2 home defeat 
against Sporting Gijon and will be deter- 
mined to jump-start their season at the sec- 
ond attempt before a 110.000 crowd. 

Defending champions Atletico Madrid, 
who downed Celia Vigo 2-0 on the opening 
day. next face SD Compostela, still reeling 
from their 6-0 thrashing by Tenerife. 

Atletico’s City rivals Real Madrid mean- 
while take on promoted Hercules Alicante 
in the Bemabeu stadium on Sunday looking 
to improve on last week's modest start 
which saw them draw 1-1 in La Coruna. 

French leaders Paris St Germain are set to 
play Patrice Loko as a lone man up front 
when they take on Monaco in Friday's top 
of the table clash with Brazilians Rai and 
Leonardo playing off him. 

PSG's Brazilian coach Ricardo Gomes 
successfully adopted the system in the mid- 
week win over Montpellier and has so far 
managed to combine a safety-first approach 
at the back — Paris have yet to concede a 
goal — with no mean amount of flair in 
attack in the shape of Loko and Brazilian 
Leonardo. 

Monaco will provide a stiffer test in the 
shape of strike tandem Victor Ikpeba of 
Nigeria and Brazilian Sonny Anderson. 

Ikpeba scored twice in a 5-1 thrashing of 
previous leaders Lens as Monaco proved 
they are serious title contenders this time 
round. 

Defending champions Auxerre face Caen 
in what appears to be a home banker as they 
attempt to bounce back from their midweek 
2-1 reverse in Strasbourg. 


Baggio sounds a warning 


MILAN (AFP) — 
World Cup star Roberto 
Baggio has sounded a 
warning to AC Milan’s 
rivals in Italy and 
Europe this season, 
saying he is back to his 
dazzling best. 

Milan" won the cham- 
pionship last season, 
but Baggio struggled in 
a striking role chosen 
by coach Fabio Capello 
and rarely played a full 
90 minutes. With 
Capello now at real 
Madrid and new coach 
Oscar Tabarez at the 
helm, a weight has 
been lifted from 
Baggio’s shoulders. 

The 29-year-old for- 
mer star "of Juventus 
and Fiorentina, who 
has sparkled in pre-sea- 
son friendlies, wants to 
win the European Cup 
and get back his place 
in the national team. 

“I had some major 
problems here at 
Milan." Bassio admit- 
ted. 

"Capello played me 
as a striker and" I didn't 
enjoy it. There was no 
point discussing it with 
nim, I just had to adapt, 

“Tabarez knows I like 
to play behind the strik- 
ers, it's the role in 
which I've always 
given my best. He 
wants me free to move 


around and take advan- 
tage of the open spaces 
benind the tront men. 
and I like that. 

“I played that way at 
Fiorentina and we 
scored a lot of goals. 

Now I want to do the 
same again." 

After a difficult year, 
Baggio recently got a 
standing ovation 
at San Siro for engi- 
neering a 2-0 cup 
replay win over 
Empoli. His return of 
form and confidence 
have also brought out 
the sunny side of him. 

On the touchy subject 
of missed penalties. 
Baggio, who skied his 
kick in the 1994 World 
Cup final against 
Brazil, quipped: "If I 
ever catch up with the 
man who lowered that 
crossbar. I’ll have his 
head for dinner." 

Baggio also wants to 
play his pan in Italy's 
I9^S World Cup cam- 
paign. which kicks off 
with coach Arri^o 
Sacchi on October "5 
against Moldava. and 
will later include bat- 
tles with England. 

Losing my place in 
the team was a real 
blow, and hard to come 
to terms with,” he 
admitted. "But I hope 
to gei it back soon. Tne 


qualifiers are just 
around the comer and 
time is passing by. 

“But I only have one 
way of convincing him 
(Sacchi). with Milan 
and with the way I 
play” 

Baggio tipped rivals 
Inter Milan as danger- 
ous championship con- 
tenders, especially 
since the arrival of 
Youri Djorkaeff. and he 
had a word of sympa- 
thy for the 
Frenchman’s Nigerian 
teammate Nwankwo 
Kanu. forced to stop 
playing because of a 
heart condition. 

“After their moves on 
the transfer market, I 
think they are ready to 
win the championship," 
Baggio said. 

"Djorkaeff is a talented 
player, a man with fan- 
tasy and the ability to 
create chances. I really 
like him.” 

As for Kanu. he 
added: “This is both 
tragic and frightening. 
A boy of 20, brimming 
with talent, forced to 
give up football — the 
job he knows best. I 
can't understand it All 
I can say is I suppport 
him all the way.” 


fimmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL 618274 - 618275 
» . ✓ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 

theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Kisham’s Theatre 

tel 625155 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155-640155 
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Kabariti pledges support 
for youth, sports 


AMMAN (J.T) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Thursday pledged 
his government’s full sup- 
port of the Kingdom's 
youth and sports sectors 
noting that ail efforts 
would be exerted in order 
to achieve a qualitative 
leap in the ministry's 
upcoming programmes. 

During his visit to the 
Ministry of Youth. Mr. 
Kabariti stressed the need 
to upgrade the form of the 
Kingdom’s athletes and 
5 ports teams by providing 
them with all the necessary 
facilities to ensure positive 
results in the future. 

Mr. Kabariti was briefed 
by Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh and 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

Secretary-General Is am 
Aridah on the ministry’s 
latest plans. 


The prime minister noted 
that has government was 
determined to upgrade the 
competitive level of 
national teams and for that 
purpose was carefully con- 
sidering the option of 
withholding participation 
in regional and 
international competitions 
for two to three years 
while a solid action plan 
was implemented to 
ensure future participation 
on a competitive level. 

Mr. Kabariti also dis- 
cussed Jordan's participa- 
tion in the Olympic Games 
and said the below-aver- 
age results should provide 
the incentive to plan early 
and work harder. 



Ahli Club officials Thursday bold a press conference in which they announced 
that the club's athletic teams would have three sponsors in the upcoming season. 
Ahli spokesman Samir Janakat said that AVIS would sponsor basketball, A1 
Fanar handball, while Coca Cola will be the official sponsor of the club's general 
activities. Photo shows Janakat, Ahli chairman Adnan Nagahway and board 
member Nihad Shafaqouj with representatives of the three companies. 


Graf’s father says she was 
unaware of tax schemes 


Sydney Olympics 
supremo quits 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Busi- 
nessman John Iliffe 
announced Friday that be 
has quit after only six 
months as Sydney 2000 
Olympics supremo in a 
major new embarrassment 
to the organising commit- 
tee. 

Iliffe's resignation as 
president of the Sydney 
Organising Committee For 
the Olympic Games 
(SOCOG) came only weeks 
after the Atlanta Olympics 
which he attended, and fol- 
lows a series of mishaps 
and disputes in the 
SOCOG. 

He is known to have been 
concerned about transport 
and organisational confu- 
sion in Atlanta and deter- 
mined that Sydney would 
not repeat it. 

Iliffe, 59 and chairman of 
Australian retail giant 
Woo l worths Ltd., replaced 
former SOCOG president 
Gary Pemberton on March 
5 after Pemberton quit, cit- 
ing persona] reasons. 

The new South Wales 
state government's 

Olympics minister Michael 
Knight said he would 
assume the role vacated by 
Iliffe. but with the title of 
chairman. 

In a statement Iliffe read 
to reporters, he described 
his resignation as “a logical 
move” which reflected the 
requirements of the posi- 
tion. 

He said that after studying 
reports of the operations of 
the Atlanta games and 
watching the operations at 
first hand, he felt there had 
to be "the closest possible 
relationship between die 
organising committee, the 
government of the day and 
the Olympics movement 
generally." 

His statement hinted at 
but did not make dear 
whether M Jjelieygd. . such , 
•cooperation was • missing 
from the organising com- 
mittee. 


- 1 


MANNHEIM (R) — The 
father of tennis star Steffi 
Graf told a German court on 
Thursday he had kept his 
daughter in the dark about 
her finances but denied tax 
fraud. The court said Steffi, 
the world women's number 
one, had declined to testify at 
her father’s trial because she 
did not want to incriminate 
herself. As her father 
answered tax evasion 
charges, she was competing 
in the U.S. Open in New 
York. Peter Graf, a former 
used car salesman, blamed 
poor health, poor guidance 
and broken promises from 
local authorities for the tax 
scandal that brough his arrest 
13 months ago. Having spent 
13 months in investigative 
custody. Peter Graf faces a 


Jordan beats 
British polo 
team 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Jor- 
dan's polo team beat its 
British counterpart 6-3 in 
the friendly match held at 
Zarqa stadium Thursday. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan led 
the Kingdom's team to vic- 
tory in the match held under 
the paironage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess .Alia Bint 
Al Hussein. 

Abdul Halim Hmoud 
opened scoring tor Jordan 
in the first minute and was 
followed by Inmar Hmoud 
who cave the team a 2-0 
lead. "Abdul Halim netted 
the third goal before the 
British team scored their 
first . 

Jordan won the first 
chukker 4-1 by another 
goal from the team s top 
scorer Abdul Halim. 

The second chukker 
ended with Jordan leading 
5-2. Abdul Halim scored 
the sixth goal in the third 
chukker while the British 
team scored their rhird goal 
in the fourth chukker. 

At the end of the match 
Princess Alia presented the 
match's trophy to the 
Crown Prince and distrib- 
uted medals to players of 
both teams. 


possible 10-year jail sentence 
if convicted of evading 19 
million marks (SI 3 million) 
in taxes from the late 1980s. 

Graf, 58, who accompanied 
his daughter to tournaments 
around the world, was arrest- 
ed last year because prosecu- 
tors feared he would flee the 
country. He and his lawyers 
again pleaded for his release. 
Graf said he had always 
taken responsibility for his 
daughter's finances. "Our 
daughter was completely 
unaware t of her tax situation) 
until 1995." he said. *in any 
case, all the back taxes have 
now been paid." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located at Wadi Saqra, 300 metres from the Fourth Circle. 
160 sq. m. Consists of 3 bedrooms (including one master) 
2 bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, laundry room, with 
small garden , private entrance , separate central heating, 
telephone and a 100 metres front yard. 

Call 645761 between 3.00 and 8.00 p.m. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms { one master), 3 bathrooms, 
American kitchen, American furniture, 220 
sq.m., telephone line, located between Abdoun 
and Sweifieh. 

Please call owner at 820408 


SPECIAL TRAINING 

Fitness, kickboxing, self-defence, 
a 1 5-year experienced instructor. 

If interested ! ! ! 

Call : 772114 ( Ramzi) 



j7 APARTMENTS FOR RENT X 

Two semi-villa apartments, each consisting of three bedrooms, 
including a master bedroom, three bathrooms, two verandas, 
maid's room, storing area, separate central heating, central 
antenna, satellite, separate garage, telephone. 

. Location: End of Mecca street, Jandawil area. , 

K Tel. 811377. 


BRITISH 

KINDERGARTEN 


1-6 Years 
English Language 
- taught by . . . 
Native Speakers 

call ( 699345 ) 

8.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A WELL ESTABLISHED INDUSTRIAL GROUP WISHES TO EMPLOY A: 


( SALES MANAGER ) 


WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS : 

1) UNIVERSITY DEGREE 

2) 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 

3) AGE: 32-45 

4) FLUENT IN ENGLISH 

5) SOCIABLE, PRESENTABLE & WILLING TO TRAVEL 
FREQUENTLY. 

6) PREFERABLY ( BUT NOT NECESSARY ) A EUROPEAN 
OR AMERICAN PASSPORT. 

PO SITIONS REQUIREM ENTS: 

COLLECTION OF MARKET DATA, FORMULATION OF 
MARKETING STRATEGY, IDENTIFYING MARKET TRENDS, PRE- 
PARING OFFERS, NEGOTIATING ORDERS, LAISING WITH OTHER 
DEPARTMENTS, FOLLOW UP TO CUSTOMERS SATISFACTION. 

RESUME MAY BE SENT TO : 

ADMIN7PERSONNEL DEPT., 

P.O.BOX 1368 
AMMAN 11118 JORDAN 


Iliffe said a great number 
of the services and opera- 
tions involved in organising 
the games "necessarily 
involves government." 

The organising commit- 
tee, he said, must draw 
heavily on the services of 
the many government 
departments and agencies 
involved. 

“Not only does this 
require the highest degree 
of cooperation it also 
requires direct communica- 
tion,'’ he said. 

He said SOCOG also had 
responsibility for raising the 
revenue to stage the games 
and he was confident it 
would achieve its objective, 
adding: “nonetheless, the 
government remains the 
underwriter of the games.- 
"For all the forgoing rea- 
sons, it is appropriate that 
the minister representing 
the underwriter head the 
overall Olympic team.” 
Iliffe said the role of 
SOCOG president was 
quite demanding, requiring 
an investment of time and, 
accordingly, it was best 
suited to someone oversee- 
ing the Olympic effort 
Pemberton, who had been 
simultaneously SOCOG 
chief executive and presi- 
dent, took the executive 
position after at least one 
high profile candidate 
pulled out just a day before 
his appointment was to be 
announced. 

He resigned first from the 
executive position and later 
as president following a dis- 
pute with Olympic chiefs 
over European broadcasting 
rights after personally nego- 
tiating a record price of 
$715 million for the U.S. 
rights. 


World Boxing Council champion Mike Tyson (left) reaches to shake hands with 
World Boxing Association champion Bruce Seldon (right) as boxing promoter Don 
King (centre) looks on at the final press conference promoting their fight at the Hol- 
lywood theatre at the MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas (Reuters photo) 

Tyson fights Seldon tonight 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
(AFP.) — Mike T\son has 
found a fighter he cannot 
defeat for all his strength 
and power. 

The legend’s name is 
Muhammad Ali. 

“He is the greatest,” 
Tyson said. "Our relation- 
ship is good. I consider him 
a fine man and a great 
brother. What he went 
through as a man and how 
he had to persevere is total- 
ly intriguing.” 

Tyson reflected upon Ali 
and the former world cham- 
pion's influence on the 
reigning World Boxing 
Council heavyweight 
champion, who faces World 
Boxing Association cham- 
pion Bruce Seldon here 
Saturday. 

Ali’s success in the ring 
and the anti- Vietnam war 
stance that cost him prime 
years of his career has 
made the fighter a hero 
beyond his sport, so much 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

| The inauguration of the Arab Center for 
Social Development under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Al-Hassan is now 
brought forward to 11.00 hrs on Tuesday 
10th Sept., 1996 at Al- Yadoudeh Village, 
Airport Highway. 

All our distinguished invitees are welcome 


FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Unfurnished or semi-furnished building fit as: 

1. One unit for embassy or big company or diplomatic 
missions. . 

2. Or as apartments of different sizes (2,3,4 bedrooms) 
with salons. 

Location: In a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view 

Tel. 836700 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS WANTED 

The American Embassy , Amman, Jordan is 
requesting painting contractors to provide 
Painting Services for the exterior of Embassy 
Compound. 

For more information, please call 
820101 Ext. 2026 on Sunday Sept 8, 1996 
between 8.30-12.00 


• JOB OPPORTUNITY • 


If you are interested to work in a multi-disciplinary, interqationafly 
composed team of German Consult, assisting a Jordanian 
Government Authority in restructuring and commercialisation of 
services and if your professional experience in buBding and 
customising geographical Information systems Is covering our 
requirements, you are kindly invited to submit your application to 

the below mentioned address. 

Position: GJS Manager / Consultant 
Qualifications : 


B.Sc. In OS or related fields (geographic sciences with GIS specialty) 
Minimum (8) years experience in ttie GIS industry using well known GIS 
software. 

Attfity to manage GIS in a network environment 

Excellent communication skills, dynamic, motivated and proactive. 

Good experience in using vector / raster OS packages in PCs and 
LH'ltX environment aid 30 modeSng. 

Good experience in GIS project management and GIS training 
programmes. 

Good experience in managing and administrating computer hardware 
(servers, workstations, etc.) and operating systems (UNIX). 
Management skas that include OS hardware and software, evaluation 
and upgrade, staff supervision and development of hydrologic^ or 
water appicaiions. 

Good experience in map automation methodologies (scanning, 
digitizing and vecforiza&on techniques.) 

Knowledge of RDBMS and database design. 

Good knowledge in photogrammetry and Aerial photography / survey. 
Basic knowledge in remote sensing. 

Good experience in mapping techniques, maps revision and update 
using -Aerial Photography and remote-sensing. 

Good in Network Modeling using GIS structure. 

Good English language skills. 


Address: P 0 Box 94 1 30 3 - Amman 1119 4 Jo r da n 


so that he was chosen to 
light to torch ar the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

"He was the highlight of 
the Olympics. It was emo- 
tional when he lit the 
torch." said Tyson, who 
lammented the games' 
commercialism and de- 
emphasis of boxing in U.S. 
television coverage. 

“Overall, it was a horrible 
Olympics,” Tyson said. 
“Everything was advertis- 
ing and selling. And I 
couldn’t believe they didn’t 
show any fights.” 

Tyson was 11 years old 
when he saw Ali during the 
fighter’s 1977 visit to a 
reform school. 

“He was the focal point of 
the ‘60s and ‘70s. I never 
really saw him in his 
prime,” Tyson said. “(Ali) 
came in and showed the 
movie ‘the greatest’ and I 
was mad because some- 
body told on me to get me 
in there. Me and my friend 
were thinking how we were 
going to getjthat guy. 

“But we saw-Muhamraad 
Ali and it changed my Life. 
I still got in trouble and did 
things after I left that place. 
But I always had that 
thought in mind, that I 
would like to be like that 


guy. 

Tyson later did follow Ali 
inro Islamic faith, although 
he admits he began the 
studies as a way to pass 
time during his three-year 
prison sentence for rape. 

Tyson has maintained he 
was not guilty of the crime 
and some see him as having 
been oppressed and lost 
prime years of his career 
for being imprisoned 
unfairly. 

While no comparison to 
the self-sacrificing stance 
of Ali. Tyson's situation has 
cast him in a similar defiant 
role. 

“I always admired rebel- 
lious people. I always want- 
ed to be like those guys 
who fought oppression,” 
Tyson said. “I didn't want 
to be arrogant. But I always 
wanted to be defiant. I 
would rather suffer than tol- 
erate being dictated to. 

“I’m sure he touched 
other people's lives too, not 
just African Americans, 
with the things he stood for. 
When we, see someod6 we 
admire, jare. are -colour 
blind. We all had to adinire 
him for the way he bandied 
adversity. He never cried. 
He never complained.” 


WE’VE DONE IT AGAIN I 
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EXAMINATIONS ||Ii||| 

The British Council would like to 
announce that entries for GCE 
January 1997 and IGCSE 
November 1996 Examination will 
be accepted from Sunday 8 
September to Thursday 12 
September 1996. 

Registration time: 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

Candidates are required to bring 
with them an official identification 
and a passport photograph- 

We encourage candidates to reg- 
ister during this period to avoid 
payment of the late entry fee. 

Please ask for Miss Diana Muasher. 

Registered in England as a charity No. 209131 












i-- i 


Sfews 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 7, 1996 


,-^nd reisu 

j m .^i 



Turkey has ‘limited 
goals’ in north Iraq 


Islamist conference 
in London cancelled 



ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey spelled out limited 
military goals inside north- 
ern Iraq on Friday, saying 
its troops had yet to cross 
the border and insisting a 
planned security zor • 

would be only temporary. 

Asked about plans for 
cross-border operation 
Ahmet Erturk. deputy gov- 
ernor of the southeastern 
provinces, told reporters: 
"There is nothing happen- 
ing. The journalists have 
2 one there for nothing." 

" At midnight on Thursday. 
Iraq summoned a senior 
Turkish diplomat in 
Baghdad to complain about 
Ankara's military- build-up 
at the border with Kurdish- 
held nonhem Iraq. 

After clashes flared there 
this week between two 
KurJish factions. Ankara 
said it planned to create a 
security cordon to repel a 
third faction, the Kurdish 
Labour Party (FKK). fight- 
ing for self-rule in southeast 
Turkey. 

But a Turkish foreign 
ministry official told Reu- 
ters on Friday: "A perma- 
nent Turkish military exis- 
tence across the border is 
out of the question." 

The promise of only a 
temporary security cordon 
is key to securing the sup- 
port of Washington. 
Turkey's closest ally. The 
United Slates fired two vol- 
leys of cruise missiles at 
southern Iraqi military tar- 
gets last week in retaliation 
for Iraqi intervention in the 
Kurdish fighting last week. 

Foreign ministry officials 
said "conditions" would 
determine how long the 
cordon would be set up and 
how many troops would 
patrol the zone, which offi- 
cials say would extend up 
to 10 kilometres deep into 
northern Iraq. 

The U.S. State 
Department said Thursday 
Turkey assured the United 
States that its plan for a 
security zone in northern 
Iraq would be temporary 
and involve no Turkish 


troops inside Iraq. 

U.N. officials in the 
northern Iraqi border town 
of Zakho and Kurdish guer- 
rilla forces both said bn 
Friday the border with 
Turkey was quiet, with no 
evidence that troops or air- 
craft had struck. 

On Thursday. Turkish 
troops and equipment were 
seen moving near the bor- 
der. apparently part of the 
preparations to set up a 
security zone. Turkish war- 
planes patrolled the sky. 

In Baghdad. Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Saeed A1 Sahaf 
summoned the Turkish act- 
ing charge d' Affaires to 
complain the Turkish mili- 
tary measures “constituted 
a totally unjustified conduct 
and a violation of Iraq's 
sovereignty." Baghdad 
newspapers said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said earlier in 
the week the rebels of the 
PKK were massing at the 
border, prompting Turkey 
to take “necessary mea- 
sures.’*. A senior Turkish 
military official had raised 
Lhe possibility of a sudden 
air-backed assault into 
northern Iraq. 

On Friday Mrs. Ciller 
hosted consultations with 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
General Cevik Bir, the 
defence and interior minis- 
ters. under-secretary of the 
foreign ministry Onur 
Ovmen and the secretary of 
the Turkish secret service. 

After the meeting she told' 
reporters: "The necessary 
will be done when neces- 
sary." Defence Secretary 
William Perry said the 
United States had no evi- 
dence that Turkey had set 
up the security zone or 
moved troops into the 
northern Iraq. 

“They have a serious 
problem with terrorism. 
And we understand that 
and sympathise with it. But 
we do not have evidence at 
this time that they've actu- 
ally moved into northern 
Iraq,” Mr. Perry said in an 
interview with CNN. 


Turkish businessmen threaten 
to violate sanctions on Iraq 


ANKARA I Agencies i — 

Businessmen in Turkey's south- 
ern industrial centre of 
Gaziantep Friday threatened to 
break a l\N. embargo on Iraq 
that has ruined the region's 
economy due to lost trade with 
the country 's southeastern 
neighbour. 

"The business volume in 
Gaziantep has halved since the 
beginning of the embargo on 
Iraq m\ years' ago and many 
business places here have had 
to close due to reduced trade 
wtlli Iraq." Mchmei Aslan, 
chairman nf the Gaziomcp 
chamber of commerce, said. 

“We are urging the United 
Nations to find j solution to 
rhis. Otherwise we will use our 
own methods to take c.irc of our 
own business." Mr. Aslan told 
AFP in a telephone interv iew. 

"We arc not in favour of 
f Iraqi President » Saddam 
Hussein's policies of violence. 

However let the United 
Nations find a way to limit his 
weapons, but at the same time 
free trade with Iraq." Mr. Aslan 
said. 

He complained thjt many of 
Turkey's Western allies had 
been continuing trade with Iraq 
indirectly through companies in 


Jordan. Lhe only country that 
has been allowed to have limit- 
ed commerce relations with 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Aslan said thousands of 
people, including businessmen, 
transporters and tradesmen, 
who have been adversely 
affected by the Iraq embargo, 
would come together at a 
Gaziantep rally on Sept. 14 to 
voice their hardships. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry’ 
says Turkey has lost nearly S27 
billion due to reduced eco- 
nomic relations with Baghdad 
due to the U-N. embargo. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said on Friday she 
wanted compensation from the 
United Slates for losses 
incurred by her country's back- 
ing for the allied effort against 
Iraq. 

"It’s about time the United 
States proved they also stand by 
Turkey — these losses 'have to 
he compensated.” Mrs. Ciller 
told BBC world television. 
“We only want a certain portion 
of our losses to be compensated 
economically." 

Mrs. Ciller said Turkey was 
working with U.S. officials on 
"the economic losses ... and 
how that can be compensated." 
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IRAQI TANKS OUTSIDE ERBIL: Iraqi armoured personnel carriers wait in 
a field 15 kilometres south of ErbU in northern Iraq on Friday. Iraqi troops 
have pulled back- from the northern Iraqi town after the severe clashes 
between two Iraqi Kurdish factions last weekend. Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) of Masoud Baxzani captured the city from the rival Iraqi 
Kurdish faction of Jalal Talabani's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (see story on 


Ammarin says King promised 
to resolve dispute with premier 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Karak Deputy 
Nazih Ammarin has been 
quoted as saying that His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
pledged to end the dispute 
that has developed between 
him and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti over 
the Karak riots, which sub- 
sequently led the deputy to 
submit his resignation to 
the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

In an interview published 
by the weekly Shihan news- 
paper over the weekend. Dr. 
Ammarin said that King 
Hussein made the pledge 
during an audience on Sept. 
3. when Dr. Amm arin told 
his side of the story on what 
hod happened between him 
and Mr. Kabariti on Aug. 
16. hours shortly after the 
riots erupted over the 
increase in bread prices. 

Dr. Ammarin has said that 
the premier threatened him 
in a telephone call he made 
to him on that day. The 
deputy later denied that the 
two had reconciled during a 
meeting at the police head- 
quarters. 

The newspaper quoted Dr. 
Ammarin as saying that the 
King did ask him to with- 


draw his resignation and to 
reconcile with Mr. Kabariti. 
While the deputy did not 
rule out such eventuality, he 
said he thought the prime 
minister should first pub- 
licly “apologise" for 
“insulting me, the House 
and Karak Governors te." 

“I am not one of those 
who would disobey an order 
by the King, since he is the 
father (of the nation). But 
the resignation is now with 
the House and it is 
Parliament that will decide 
on (accepting or rejecting 
it)," Dr. Ammarin was quot- 
ed as saying. 

Shihan quoted Dr. 
Ammarin as saying that the 
King had asked him to rec- 
oncile with Mr. Kabariti. 
who initially attended the 
audience but then the 
deputy requested die King 
to talk with him privately. 

In the one-on-one meet- 
ing, Dr. Ammarin said, he 
explained to the King what 
happened in the city. Saying 
that the security reports that 
were made about the riots 
were inaccurate, he also 
told the King that he had 
expected the riots in Karak 
to occur due to the difficult 
living conditions, poverty, 
unemployment and 

“favouritism as well as 


frustration resulting from 
the peace treaty because 
people were expecting 
much to come of it." 

The deputy said he also 
spoke to the King of “irreg- 
ularities and violations of 
the law’" by members of the 
Cabinet, especially minis- 
ters wbo are deputies 
because “their performance 
is governed by electoral cal- 
culations and interests." 

He called for separation 
between the executive and 
legislative authorities. 

Dr. Ammarin said the 
King received him with 
“warmth" and “was under- 
standing of my position." 

Dr. Ammarin said he had 
been looking forward to 
meeting with the King for 
six months and the audience 
“was an honour...and I felt 
happy to be able to (tell the 
King) with honesty and 
objectivity about what has 
happened in the domestic 
arena.” 

The Karak deputy earlier 
told the Jordan Times that 
he insisted on his resigna- 
tion, which the House will 
either approve or reject 
when it convenes in its ordi- 
nary session in October. 
The House is currently in its 
summer recess. 


Syrian-brokered Hizbollah-Amal election 
accord removes rivalry in South Lebanon 


TYRE, Lebanon ( AFP) — 
A Syrian-brokered accord to 
set up a joint Hizboilah-Amal 
list has taken the sting oul of 
Shiite Muslim rivalry in the 
South Lebanon elections on 
Sunday but raised fears of a 
low turnout. 

The Shiite groups, said the 
accord, was designed to 
avoid any violence between 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
and the Syrian-backed Amal 
in southern Lebanon, the last 
active battiefront between 
Israel and the Arabs. 

“But this imposed list is a 
way of telling us that our 
votes are worthless.” protest- 
ed Ahmad Hajo, a customer 
at a coffee shop in the port 
city of Tyre. 

Sheikh Nabil Kawook, a 
senior Hizbollah official, said 
President Hafez A1 Assad of 
neighbouring Syria — the 
main power-broker in 
Lebanon where it deploys 
35.000 troops — intervened . 


personally to set up the coali- 
tion. 

“We have given orders to 
our members to vote for the 
coalition," he said from the 
market town of Nabatiyeh. 

Amal spokesman Arafat 
Hijazi. from the Msayleh hill- 
top villa of Amal leader and 
parliamentary Speaker Nabift 
Bern, said the coalition came' 
as a “shock for our members 
and supporters." 

"But we have explained the 
necessity to them.” he said. 
Hizbollah, which spearheads 
resistance to brad's occupa- 
tion of a border strip in South 
Lebanon, and Amal waged a 
media war before the coali- 
tion was announced on 
Wednesday in Damascus. 

The formation of a single 
list for Hizbollah and Amal 
candidates, however, threat- 
ens to produce a low turnout, 
in comparison to the 40 per 
cent participation at the last 
legislative elections in 1992. 


"Voting has become useless 
now,” said Abu Omar, a ciga- 
rette street vendor in the city 
of Sidon. 

“People are depressed at 
the idea of having Syria write 
the scenario for tasteless and 
undemocratic elections," 
explained a passer-by who 
refused to be identified. 

“Our government keeps 
saying that it is able to guar- 
antee security, so why didn't 
it prove it by allowing sever- 
al lists to compete democrati- 
cally?" asked Mikhael 
Ibrahim, a Christian resident 
of Sidon. 

Under the agreement. 
Hizbollah will run four Shiite 
candidates and a Sunni 
Muslim ally. 

Amal, which has the back- 
ing of Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri's government, named 
the 18 other candidates, 
including other pro-Syrian 
Christian and Muslim fig- 
ures. 


Doubts remain a week ahead of landmark Bosnia polls 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnia Friday entered the Inst 
week of campaigning for land- 
m.irk general elections amid 
doubts over how voters will 
eel to the polls in safety, and 
continuing threats of a boycott 
by major parties. 

Some three million Bosnians 
are due to vote in Bosnia's first 
genera! elections since the end 
of the l'JOZ-IWs war. 

Some 200.000 voters arc 
expected to attempt to cross 
lhe fanner frontlines to vole in 
areas Irom which they were 
Jnvcn earlier in the war. 

U.N. police and the interna- 
tional envoy to Bosnia, Carl 
Rildt, have so far refused to 
endorse a North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation iNATQt- 
uppawed security plan for the 
elections which will offer 
security to voters crossing into 


Serb -run areas. 

Leaders of several of the 
main panics in Bosnia's 
Muslim-Croat federation 
meanwhile met in the Bosnian 
parliament to discuss a joint 
boycott of the landmark elec- 
tions. which are supposed to 
usher in a raft of new political 
institutions. 

Bosnian President Alija 
lzetbegovic. the head of the 
main Muslim party, attended 
the thrce-and-a-half hour 
meeting along with former 
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic 
and Tuzla Mayor Selim 
Beslagic. the presidential 
office said. 

A press statement would be 
released later, officials said. 

Mr. Izctbegovic has threat- 
ened several times in recent 
days to order a poll boycott by 
his Pam - of Democratic Action 


(SDA), in a bid to pressure the 
international agency running 
the elections to change a con- 
troversial voter registration 
rule. Mr. Silajdzic and Mr. 
Beslagic have protested that 
abuse of the voter registration 
rules by Bosnian Serb parties 
is being used to swing the vote 
in certain key towns in favour 
of the Serbs. 

Complaints have also been 
raised over voter registration 
abuses, particularly by the 
Serbs, who used a loophole in 
the rules to stack Serb voters in 
some Serb-held strategic 
towns that had a pre-war non- 
Serb majority. 

In Sarajevo, a meeting 
between the head of the U.N. 
police in Bosnia, Peter 
Fitzgerald, and the interior 
ministry’ officials ended with- 
out comment. 


The agency running the polls 
meanwhile said the main 
Bosnian Serb party of indicted 
war criminal Radovan 
Karadzic could face sanctions 
for displaying his picture at 
campaign rallies. 

“We have reports of a most 
egregious incident at the SDS 
rally on Thursday." Agon 
Superman, spokeswoman for 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), said. 

Under OSCE rules, indicted 
war crimes suspects are barred 
from running for public office. 
In addition, under an agree- 
ment brokered by U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke on July 19, 
the use of portraits of the for- 
mer Bosnian Serb leader was 
banned from the media. 

However, despite this Mr. 
Karadzic posters are often dis- 


played at SDS rallies in the 
run-up to the Sept. 14 elec- 
tions. At one such campaign 
meeting on Thursday, portraits 
of Mr. Karadzic were handed 
out by SDS officials to sup- 
porters. 

A judgement would be made 
on the issue next Tuesday. Ms. 
Kuperman said. 

In Brussels. Mr. Bildt said 
Friday he hoped that the new 
joint institutions to run the 
war-ravaged country would be 
in place as soon as possible 
after the polls. 

Speaking after talks with 
NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana. he said that 
immediately after the official 
results are announced, “we 
will try to bring the three 
members of the (joint) presi- 
dency together for the first 
meeting." 


LONDON ( AFP) — An Islamic 
fundamentalist rally condemned 
by protesters ranging from the 
president of Egypt to a London 
gay rights group was abruptly 
cancelled by its organisers Friday 
for “security reasons." 

Thousands of Muslims had 
already been booked into the 
12,000- seat London arena for the 
“Rally for Revival" this Sunday 
when the A1 Muhajiroun Party 
that organised ir announced it 
was off. 

'The party has received bomb 
threats." said AJ Muhajiroun 
spokesman Anjem Choudary. 
“There has been an adverse press 
campaign, and demonstrations 
were planned outside the arena 
by the gay rights group outrage, 
by Hindu groups, by Jewish 
groups and by the (French) 
National Front. 

Tn negotiations with London 
arena it was felt that the security 
implications were such that it 
would be better to cancel the con- 
ference," said Choudary. “We 
could not ensure the safety of the 
attendees.” 

Although not held, he said, the 
conference was “a success" 
because “we got our message 
across." 

Arena ^general manager Alex 
McCrindle said it had become 
“apparent a week or K) days ago 
that the security arrangements 
that are pan of our normal hire 
charge were going to be inade- 
quate as a result of the publicity 
surrounding this event. 

“The organisers had an obliga- 
tion to meet any additional costs, 
but unfortunately due to the 
amounts involved they decided 
this morning they would not" 

The governments of Egypt 
Algeria and other countries fac- 
ing, armed fundamentalist move- 
ments at home had reproached 
Britain for allowing the confer- 
ence on its territory, saying h 
amounted to a convention for ter- 
rorists. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said he was "surprised 
at the holding of such a confer- 
ence, which will include many of 


those elements wbo encourage 
terrorism." 

Britain's response was that 
while it may have found the poli- 
tics and practices of the partici- 
pants objectionable, its hands 
were tied by freedom of expres- 
sion guarantees (hat preclude 
banning the conference. 

That principle had come home 
to Britain earlier this year when 
the Home Office tried to accom- 
modate Saudi Arabia by 
expelling vocal Saudi dissident 
Mohammed AJ Massari to a third 
ajuntry. only to be slapped down 
by a high court. 

Mr. Massari is still attacking 
Saudi Arabia with impunity from 
his office-home in London, and 
was to have been a featured 
speaker on Sunday. 

The Home Office had no com- 
ment on the cancellation, saying 
it was “between the organisers 
and the venue.” 

However, only 48 hours earlier, 
the Home Office had Issued a 
strongly-worded warning to the 
rally's organisers that police 
would closely monitor the con- 
ference. and that any statements 
made in support of terrorism or 
racism would violate British law 
and would be prosecuted. 

The organisers advocate the 
creation of a worldwide Islamic 
state and violent overthrow of the 
governments of Middle East 
countries. 

GreviUe Janner. Labour deputy 
and Secretary of the Inter- 
parliamentary Council against 
anti-Semitism, welcomed the 
cancellation, saying the rally 
“was likely to have harmed the 
excellent relations between 
Muslims and Jews in this country 
which are so important to us all.” 

David Hunt, chairman of the 
council.' said, “While we are all 
relieved that this rally will not 
take place we must remain vigi- 
lant 

“Events that are supported by 
international terror groups and 
backers of international terror in 
Britain must be prevented — 
whether at large arenas or on our 
university campuses." 


Americans told to be 
cautious in S. Arabia 


DUBAI (Agencies) — The 
U.S. embassy in Saudi 
Arabia has advised 
Americans living in the 
kingdom to remain alert 
following what it called 
new inflamatory statements 
against the U.S. presence in 
the Gulf and U.S. missile 
artacks on Iraq. 

“While we have no new 
specific threat information 
against official or private 
Americans in Saudi Arabia, 
there have recently been 
inflamatory public state- 
ments directed against the 
American presence in the 
Arabian peninsula,” said 
the advice, issued on an 
embassy emergency tele- 
phone line on Sept. 4. 

“In light of these state- 
ments as well as develop- 
ments in Iraq, we believe it 
is prudent to remind the 
American community that 
all Americans throughout 
Saudi Arabia should exer- 
cise caution, keep a low 
profile, reduce travel within 
the country and treat mail 
received from unfamiliar 
sources with suspicion.” 

U.S. forces launched mis- 
sile attacks on Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday in 
retaliation for Baghdad's 
military operation against 
separatist Kurds in the 
north. 

U.S. and other Western 
troops deployed in the Gulf 
have stepped up security 
measures after 24 
Americans and two Indians 
were killed in Saudi Arabia 
in two separate bomb 
attacks ‘in the past year. 
There are about 35,000 
Americans living in Saudi 
Arabia as well as about 
5.000 military personnel. 

"The embassy and Saudi 
security continue to work 
closely to enhance the safe- 
ty of Americans. You 
should report any suspi- 
cious activities or incidents 
to the embassy or the near- 
est U.S. consulate," the 
embassy added. 

It did not specify the new 
“inflamatory" statements 
against the U.S. presence, 
but was apparently refer- 
ring to a statement pub- 
lished in an Arabic-lan- 
guage newspaper at the end 
of August from Saudi dissi- 


dent Osama Bea Laden 
who called for a holy war 
against .American troops in 
the Gulf region. 

The London-based A1 
Quds A1 Arabi said Mr. Ben 
Laden called in a 12-page 
statement “for a jihad 
against the Americans who 
are occupying the land of 
the two (Muslim holy) 
shrines.” 

The U.S. State 
Department • last month 
named Mr. Ben Laden as 
"one of the most significant 
financial sponsors of 
Islamic extremist activities 
in the world today.” 

40 reportedly held 

Saudi authorities are 
holding 40 Shiite Muslims 
in connection with the June 
bombing that killed 19 
American airmen in Saudi 
Arabia, security sources 
said Thursday. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the security 
sources in Saudi Arabia 
said 40 Shiites were in 
detention. among an 
unspecified number of peo- 
ple in custody for question- 
ing. They said suspects are 
routinely questioned and 
released. 

Last month, security 
sources in Saudi Arabia 
said investigators had made 
no arrests following the 
June 25 bombing of a mili- 
tary housing complex in A1 
Khobar, near the eastern 
city of Dhahran. 

They denied a claim by an 
opposition group, the 
London-based Movement 
for Islamic Reform in 
.Arabia, that six suspects 
were under arrest and had 
confessed to the attack. 

However, a previously 
unknown Saudi Shiite dissi- 
dent group said Thursday 
that Saudi authorities have 
arrested more than 100 
Shiite Muslims in a crack- 
down in which hundreds of 
people were arrested. 

Shi ires make up about two 
million of the 12 million 
Saudi population but sav 
they face job discrimina- 
tion. have limited freedom 
of movement inside the 
country, and are not 
allowed to travel outside 


Hitler ‘stashed’ 
Mein Kampf cash 
in Swiss bank 

LONDON tR) — Adolf 
Hitler stashed the huge 
earnings from sales of his 
political tract Mem Kampf 
into secret Swiss bank 
accounts. Britain's Jewish 
Chronicle newspaper 
reported Thursday. The 
Chronicle said that recent- 
ly declassified U.S. intel- 
ligence reports show that 
Hitler held numbered 
accounts at Union Bank of 
Switzerland (UBS) in 
Berne and that they were 
handled by one of his col- 
laborators. Max Ammann. 
a German. The authors of 
the 1944 intelligence 
report also believe that the 
foreign exchange income 
of Hitler's Nazi Party was 
banked at irBS in neutral 
Switzerland, the 

Chronicle said. A UBS 
spokesman in London 
declined to comment on 
the report, saying Swiss 
law prohibits bankers 
from discussing their cus- 
tomers' accounts. The 
report follows the recent 
declassification of other 
U.S. documents that 
showed several tonnes of 
gold seized from holo- 
caust victims by the Nazis 
was placed in Swiss bank 
accounts and divided up 
between the allies after 
World War II. Hitler wrote 
Mein Kampf (My 
Struggle), in which he set 
out his Nazi political phi- 
losophy. while he was in 
prison for his part in the 
abortive Munich beer hall 
putsch of 1923. It was 
published in 1925 and 
after Hitler came to power 
in 1933 it was made a 
school textbook, selling 
millions of copies in 
Germany and abroad. 
“The discovery of the 
‘Hitler accounts’ is seen as 
underlining the impor- 
tance of Switzerland as a 
banking haven for the 
Nazis," said the Jewish 
Chronicle. 

Free plastic 
surgery for agent 
selling house 

ORLANDO. Florida (R) 
— A pretty profit awaits 
the Orlando real estate 
agent who sells a luxury 
home owned by a promi- 
nent local plastic surgeon. 
Richard Nazareth agreed 
to provide the usual com- 
mission plus up to $7,500 
in plastic surgery for sell- 
ing his $745,000 home in 
the exclusive Heathrow 
neighbourhood north of 
Orlando. “We've already 
seen a lot of enthusiasm 
from the brokerage com- 
munity." "Stirling 

international Realty Inc. 
partner Roger Soderstrom 
told the. Orlando Sentinel. 
“The realtor who sells this 
home ought to look the 
best he or she can look.” 
The real estate company 
came up with the idea for 
the unusual bonus pack- 
age to draw attention to 
the 1.5-acre (0.671 
hectare) estate, which fea- 
tures a main house with 
five bedrooms and a guest 
house. 

Former Beatle 
says wife beats 
cancer 

LONDON (R> — Former 
Beatle Paul McCartney 
was quoted Wednesday as 
saying his wife Linda had 
won her battle against 
breast cancer. “She's 
doing incredibly well.” he 
told the Daily Mirror 
newspaper. McCartney 
spokesman Geoff Baker 
said the singer-song- 
writer’s American-born 
53-year-old wife, who 
underwent an operation 
for the disease after a rou- 
tine examination late last 
year, was feeling great and 
horseriding daily. Linda. 3 , 
photographer, vegetarian 3 
campaigner and mother- 
of-four, has not been seen 
in public since the opera- 
tion. leading to specula- 
tion that she was ill- 
McCartney’s mother died 
of breast cancer when he 
was 14 years old. 
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